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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, can
the Acting President pro tempore no-
tify me in what stage we are in the pro-
ceedings?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There is 28%. minutes left for the
majority in morning business, followed
by 30 minutes for the minority in
morning business.

Mr. DURBIN. Thank you, Madam
President.

———
NOMINATION OF CAITLIN
HALLIGAN
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I

would like to speak in morning busi-
ness, and I would like to respond to
several things said by the Republican
leader of the Senate. The first relates
to Caitlin Halligan, who is a nominee
to serve on the DC Circuit Court. The
DC Circuit Court is the appellate court
in the District of Columbia which, I
would argue, next to the U.S. Supreme
Court is one of our most important.

The decisions of government are
often sent to this court for review. At
the current time, there are eight who
are sitting on that court, and there are
three vacancies. Of the eight who are
on the court, five are Republican ap-
pointments. So it is clear that any ef-
fort now to bring a new nominee to the
court may tip that political balance. I
am afraid that has a lot more to do
with the fate of Caitlin Halligan than
anything that has been said on the
Senate floor this morning.

It is mystifying to me that Senate
Republicans would filibuster her nomi-
nation. She is extraordinarily well
qualified. She served for 7 years as the
solicitor general of the State of New
York and currently serves as the gen-
eral counsel at the New York County
district attorney’s office.

She has argued five cases before the
U.S. Supreme Court and has served as
counsel of record in dozens of other
cases before that Court.

The American Bar Association
looked at the qualifications of Caitlin
Halligan, and here is what they said:
She is unanimously ‘“‘well-qualified”’ to
serve in this position.

Ms. Halligan’s legal views are well
within the judicial mainstream. She
has received widespread support from
across the political spectrum.

What I have heard this morning from
the Republican leader are isolated ex-
amples of cases she may have argued,
but he certainly does not speak to the
fact that the National District Attor-
neys Association, the district attor-
neys from the State of New York, in-
cluding Republicans Derek Champagne,
Daniel Donovan, William Fitzpatrick,
James Reams, and Scott Burns have all
publicly endorsed her nomination. Ray-
mond Kelly, police commissioner for
the City of New York; Robert Morgen-
thau—one of the most respected dis-
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trict attorneys who ever served in this
country; served New York County for
34 years—endorses her; the New York
Association of Chiefs of Police; and the
New York State Sheriff’s Association.

When you listen to these endorse-
ments, you wonder: Is that the same
woman the Senate Republican leader
just questioned as to whether she was
serious about stopping terrorism? I lis-
tened to some of these things, and I
wonder how people of her quality would
ever consider putting their name in
nomination—that there could be sug-
gestions on the Senate floor that per-
haps she is not as strong as she should
be in keeping America safe.

There is simply nothing in the back-
ground of Caitlin Halligan that sug-
gests we have any extraordinary cir-
cumstances that warrant the defeat of
the cloture motion on her nomination.

A moment in history, please. When
there was a suggestion of filibustering
judicial nominations years ago, and the
so-called nuclear option was being dis-
cussed, a Gang of 14, a bipartisan group
of Senators, came up and said: Unless
there are extraordinary circumstances,
we should vote on these nominees on
the Senate floor.

There are no extraordinary cir-
cumstances in the case of Caitlin
Halligan. The only thing that is ex-
traordinary is how many people from
different walks of life have endorsed
her candidacy and the American Bar
Association finding her unanimously
“well-qualified.”

There are no legitimate questions
about her competence, ethics, tempera-
ment, or ideology. All she has done
throughout her career is serve as an ex-
cellent lawyer on behalf of her client.

The Republican arguments against
Ms. Halligan’s nomination boil down to
just two: First, it does not matter if
there are vacancies on the DC Circuit;
and, in fact, in the past, they have ar-
gued to fill those same vacancies when
they had an opportunity to install Re-
publicans. Their second argument: Re-
publicans are not happy with how cer-
tain nominees were treated years ago,
and they see no problem taking out
their unhappiness on this nominee.

This is a dangerous path. I believe
our country needs excellent judges.
Time and again—in the Acting Presi-
dent pro tempore’s State of New Hamp-
shire, in my State of Illinois—you go
to people who are sitting on the bench
in a State court or in private practice
and ask them if they would consider
serving their Nation on the Federal
court, and they know it is a big deci-
sion: whether they are going to change
a career. But they know just as well
that by submitting their name to the
process, they are subjecting themselves
to criticism, which many people just do
not care to withstand.

In this case, the criticism against
Caitlin Halligan is baseless. If judicial
nominees cannot be considered fairly
by the Senate on their own merits,
good lawyers are simply going to stop
putting their name into the process for
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consideration and our country will suf-
fer as a result.

We should give Ms. Halligan an up-
or-down vote on her merits. On that
standard, she should clearly be con-
firmed.

———
TRIBUTE TO JOAQUIN LUNA

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
come to the floor today with a sad
story for my colleagues. On the day
after Thanksgiving, a young man
named Joaquin Luna committed sui-
cide in the town of Mission, TX. This is
a picture of Joaquin Luna with his
mother—a handsome young man full of
promise. He took his own life on the
day after Thanksgiving.

He was a senior at Juarez-Lincoln
High School, where he was a straight-
A student, in Mission, TX. He had a
passion for architecture. In fact, he de-
signed the home where his family lives.
He was an accomplished musician,
played guitar in his church choir. His
family said he loved helping his neigh-
bors with their landscaping, and he al-
ways had a smile on his face.

Joaquin Luna dreamed of becoming
an engineer. He had been accepted into
a number of excellent schools, includ-
ing Rice University and Texas A&M.
But Joaquin Luna was struggling with
a problem most American kids do not
even imagine. Joaquin was brought to
the United States of America when he
was 6 months old by his parents. He
came here as a baby, lived his entire
life in the United States, and was un-
documented. Because of his immigra-
tion status, Joaquin Luna was unable
to obtain financial aid to attend the
universities that accepted him. He was
unable to find a legitimate job.
Joaquin’s brother said his world just
closed. He saw that everything he was
doing was for nothing. He was never
going to be able to succeed.

Joaquin’s death is still under inves-
tigation, so I do not want to jump to
any conclusions about why this trag-
edy took place. But I felt it was impor-
tant to come to the floor today to pay
tribute to this young man’s all-too-
brief life and to deliver a message to
other young people like Joaquin Luna.

There are tens of thousands of young
people in this country facing the same
challenges as Joaquin. They were
brought to the United States as chil-
dren. They grew up every single day—
just as we did a few moments ago in
the Senate—pledging allegiance to the
only flag they have ever known, our
American flag. They would sing the
only national anthem they ever knew.
It was not their decision to come to
America. Certainly Joaquin did not
make any decision at the age of 6
months. But America is their home.
And for tens of thousands of others in
his status, America is their home and
their future, but they are undocu-
mented and their future is uncertain.

I have a message today for all of the
young people like Joaquin. Do not give
up hope. Keep your dreams alive.
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