
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8344 December 12, 2011 
estate directed an additional $19 mil-
lion towards his foundation, which 
helped create M.D. Anderson’s lasting 
legacy by providing seed funds for the 
University of Texas M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center, which is one of the 
world’s leaders in cancer research and 
treatments. 

Thankfully, people I know have had 
the opportunity to be treated there. 
It’s a great clinic, and it’s the best 
place to go if you’ve got cancer and 
have that opportunity to be treated by 
the world’s greatest professionals there 
in Houston. 

M.D. Anderson is considered to be the 
father of the institution, and because 
the charitable foundation matched the 
initial State funds for a Texas-based 
cancer research and treatment center, 
he is given that appellation. His chari-
table foundation has also funded and 
supported libraries and college build-
ings, including ones at Lambuth Col-
lege in Jackson, now known as the 
Lambuth University of Memphis. It has 
funded planetariums also in the city of 
Jackson and in his adopted hometown 
of Houston, Texas. 

Given his lasting and significant con-
tributions to his community and, real-
ly, to the world, with the M.D. Ander-
son Cancer Center, which is the finest 
cancer clinic, I suspect, in the world, 
it’s fitting that we honor his commit-
ment by giving the plaza between the 
two Federal buildings his name. Some 
might question our taking the time of 
this Congress, on this floor, to do this 
when we have so many things going on, 
but this is the type of activity that 
will, hopefully, inspire others to use 
their good fortune and/or good works 
to help others who are in situations as 
dire as having cancer. M.D. Anderson 
did that. 

So it’s a commendable piece of legis-
lation, and I’m happy that Mr. FINCHER 
brought to it the floor. I’m happy to 
support it, and I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1264 in memorializing this 
gentleman. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. FINCHER). 

Mr. FINCHER. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

I thank my colleague from Tennessee 
(Mr. COHEN) for his support of this as 
well as my colleague from middle Ten-
nessee for his support as well. 

Mr. Speaker, my bill, H.R. 1264, will 
rename the plaza between the two Fed-
eral buildings in Jackson, Tennessee, 
located in the Eighth Congressional 
District, after Monroe Dunaway Ander-
son, a true hero to millions of people 
who have been diagnosed with cancer. 

For those who don’t know M.D. An-
derson, he was born and raised in Jack-
son, Tennessee, during the late 19th 
century. In 1904, after completing col-
lege and spending a few years working 
as a banker in Memphis, M.D. Ander-
son joined a cotton trading venture 
started by his older brother, Frank An-
derson, and Frank’s brother-in-law Will 
Clayton. 

Their corporation, Anderson, Clay-
ton, and Company, flourished due to 
the rising demand for cotton during 
World War I. They eventually moved 
the business to Houston, Texas, to have 
better access to deepwater shipping. By 
the 1920s their operation had trading 
offices in Europe, Africa, and Asia. The 
company continued to succeed through 
the 1930s and 1940s, diversifying its cap-
ital into a marine insurance company, 
a barge line, cotton mills, an invest-
ment bank, machine works, and even a 
foods division. By 1950 Anderson, Clay-
ton, and Company was a multimillion 
dollar corporation, and their inter-
national market sales reached 3.5 per-
cent of all the world’s cotton produc-
tion. 

But we’re not standing here tonight 
to honor M.D. Anderson because of his 
incredible success and contributions to 
agribusiness. Many would keep the 
fruits of their labor for themselves, but 
M.D. Anderson had others in mind. 

In 1936 he established a charitable 
foundation with $300,000, and upon his 
death in 1939, the foundation received 
an additional $19 million endowment. 
M.D. Anderson had a particular inter-
est in health care, specifically in work-
ing to find a cure for cancer. Trustees 
of the foundation kept M.D. Anderson’s 
interests and passions in mind as they 
decided how to use the foundation en-
dowment after his death. 

Funding for the foundation helped to 
start the Texas Medical Center in 
Houston, Texas, which is the largest 
medical complex in the world. Funding 
was also used to establish the M.D. An-
derson Cancer Center at the Texas 
Medical Center, which is one of the 
world’s most respected centers, devoted 
exclusively to cancer patient care, re-
search, education, and prevention. 
Since 1944, nearly 900,000 patients have 
turned to M.D. Anderson for cancer 
care. In addition to the medical re-
search, the M.D. Anderson Foundation 
has built libraries, auditoriums, col-
lege buildings, and a planetarium on 
the campus of Lambuth College in 
Jackson, Tennessee. 

We honor M.D. Anderson today not 
because of his success in agribusiness 
but because of his generosity and inter-
est in bettering the lives of others. 

I want to take a moment to thank 
the ranking member of the sub-
committee, Ms. NORTON, for her sup-
port and for working with me on the 
language in this bill. I also want to rec-
ognize the hard work of Mayor Jerry 
Gist of Jackson, the Jackson City 
Council, Madison County Mayor 
Jimmy Harris, and the Madison County 
Commission. 

Finally, I want to specifically thank 
Mr. Dickie Day of Jackson, Tennessee, 
and Mr. Carter Edwards of Maury City, 
Tennessee, for their efforts to ensure 
that the life and achievements of M.D. 
Anderson are memorialized in his 
hometown of Jackson, Tennessee. 

It is an honor to sponsor this bill, 
and I urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1264, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

b 1940 

GENE ROSSITCH LED A LIFE OF 
SERVICE TO HIS COMMUNITY 
AND LOVE FOR OTHERS 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I want 
to speak of the remarkable life of my 
friend Gene Rossitch of Winston- 
Salem. Gene died last week at age 77 
after a tenacious fight with cancer. 
One of the remarkable things about 
Gene is that he grew up in Cuba and 
fled to the U.S. with his family in 1962 
in search of freedom. Despite being up-
rooted and transplanted into a new cul-
ture and Nation, he thrived in Winston- 
Salem, forging a successful 30-year ca-
reer at Wachovia Bank. 

But Gene was more than just a suc-
cessful businessman. He was passionate 
about investing in the community, 
which he went about with gusto during 
the nearly 50 years he made his mark 
on the community of Winston-Salem. 
He leaves behind a shining example of 
helping others, from serving as a vol-
unteer translator for the police and 
court system to serving with the Red 
Cross to volunteering on the board of a 
local Catholic high school. Gene also 
lived a vibrant life of faith, serving in 
numerous ways in his local church, Our 
Lady of Mercy, for decades. His life 
demonstrated to those who knew him 
that he was a man of conviction, stead-
fast faith, and unrivaled dedication to 
his community and those in need. 

He will be greatly missed, and his 
passing is a terrible loss to his family 
and loved ones, as well as the entire 
Winston-Salem community. Mr. Speak-
er, my prayers are with his family and 
many friends who are mourning the 
loss of a man of kindness and remark-
able character. 

f 

CAMERAS IN THE SUPREME 
COURT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 

Supreme Court is the most important 
court in the world. However, very few 
citizens have the chance to watch the 
Supreme Court in action when historic 
lawsuits come before it. This is because 
the seating in the courtroom is lim-
ited. The Supreme Court will soon take 
up the health care bill and rule on its 
constitutionality. This monumental 
case affects every single American; yet 
only a select group will be able to at-
tend the hearing. 

Representative GERRY CONNOLLY has 
introduced legislation that I support to 
allow cameras in the Supreme Court. A 
single nonintrusive-type camera, con-
trolled by the Court staff would allow 
for greater access in the decisions 
made by the nine jurists in black robes. 
I know cameras can be placed in a 
courtroom without disruption because 
I was one of the first judges in Texas to 
allow cameras to film criminal cases. 

A lack of seating capacity is no rea-
son to deny the American people the 
right to see Supreme Court pro-
ceedings. The American people deserve 
an all-access pass to watch the High 
Court rule on the law of the land. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SHINING LIGHT ON THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS SITUATION IN BELARUS 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to give voice to a concern that I 
have heard raised from numerous con-
stituents who originally hail from 
Belarus. Since 1994, President 
Lukashenko has abused his power and 
has actively worked to undermine the 
freedom of the Belarusian people. 

Recently, the State Department re-
leased a report on the human rights 
situation in Belarus. Under this au-
thoritarian regime, Belarusians have 
been subject to manipulated elections 
and oppression on the basis of political 
affiliation, ethnicity, and religious be-
liefs. Following the most recent elec-
tion, security forces arrested political 
activists, presidential candidates, and 
journalists. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unacceptable that 
this kind of oppression exists today in 
Europe, and I hope that more Ameri-
cans will be made aware of the tyranny 
in Belarus. I thank the Belarusian- 
American Youth Association for bring-
ing this issue to my attention. And I 
stand with my constituents in support 
of freedom for the Belarusian people in 
opposition to this oppressive regime. 

f 

ETERNAL VIGILANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

There is so much going on these 
days, and we have to trust the United 
States, the Federal entities of the ex-
ecutive branch to keep us protected. 
That’s why our hearing last week with 
the Attorney General of the United 
States, Eric Holder, before the Judici-
ary Committee of the House was very 
disturbing. We had Attorney General 
Holder before our committee back on 
May 3 of this year; and at that time, 
the Attorney General said, with regard 
to this horrible project, this under-
taking called Fast and Furious, the At-
torney General said he had only known 
about it ‘‘a few weeks.’’ To most of us, 
‘‘a few weeks’’ means about 3 weeks. 
However, in testifying under penalty of 
perjury last week, the Attorney Gen-
eral said in essence, Look, 3 weeks, 3 
months—a few weeks is 3 months; 
there’s not really any difference. When 
you have the highest-ranking person in 
the United States Department of Jus-
tice who plays so fast and loose while 
testifying under oath, who plays so fast 
and loose with the facts, it is quite dis-
turbing, and it’s time for a change. 

Our Attorney General testified that 
there were a certain number of guns, 
94,000 firearms, submitted for tracing 
and that 64,000 of those firearms were 
sourced to the United States. The fur-
ther we get into that, the more inac-
curate we find out those figures are; 
and of course we recall—and it’s under-
standable that with a boss like the 
United States President who has pre-
viously said, 90, 95 percent of the guns 
seized at crime scenes in Mexico came 
from the United States, it’s under-
standable that if the boss is making 
those kinds of glaring errors on num-
bers, then perhaps the head of the De-
partment of Justice would make sub-
stantial mistakes in numbers. 

But, fortunately, the Department of 
Justice is not the only source of infor-
mation regarding those types of mat-
ters. The Congressional Research Serv-
ice is a bipartisan group. They do an 
extraordinary job. I’ve gotten the im-
pression that potentially the majority 
may be Democrat, but it doesn’t mat-
ter to those folks. They do a very good 
job of researching thoroughly whatever 
project they’re given. 

And the information that we were 
able to get back from the Congres-
sional Research Service indicates that 
there are maybe only 25 percent of the 
weapons that Mexico has seized that 
are capable of being traced back to 
their original source and that most of 
the weapons that Mexico seizes are 
never offered for the process of tracing 
because they know there’s no way to 
trace them. So if only 25 percent of 
those that are seized in Mexico are 
asked to have tracing done, then it is 
very clear that not 95, not 90, not even 
70 percent of the weapons seized can be 
traced to an American owner first. 

b 1950 

We also know from the testimony 
and the information about this Fast 
and Furious project of the ATF Depart-

ment of Justice, because the ATF is a 
subsidiary of the Department of Jus-
tice, but we know that gun dealers 
were pushed into making sales to peo-
ple they didn’t believe should be sold 
the weapons; and our own Federal Gov-
ernment, our own Justice Department, 
urged them to go ahead and make the 
sales on behalf of their country any-
way. Then some in this administration 
have the nerve to say this, too, was 
Bush’s fault, and they point to pro-
grams in the Bush administration as 
being the source. 

Andrew McCarthy, back November 8, 
had a great article in National Review 
Online, ‘‘Fast & Furious Was . . . 
Bush’s Fault.’’ He goes on to point out 
that Fast and Furious did not begin 
until 2009, months after the end of the 
Bush administration, and he also goes 
on to point out a number of things. 

For example, Wide Receiver, which 
was a project under the Bush adminis-
tration, involved what were considered 
controlled deliveries. As a former 
judge, we’d hear constantly about con-
trolled deliveries where the govern-
ment would have people—find out peo-
ple were inquiring about making drug 
sales, and they would set up a delivery. 
There would be plenty of agents there 
to intervene as soon as the transaction 
had actually been made. The controlled 
delivery meant not only do you have 
people watching, you may even have 
some way to follow what is being 
transferred in that controlled delivery. 
That’s what was anticipated with Wide 
Receiver, the project under the Bush 
administration. 

Unfortunately, there was an incident 
where Wide Receiver, apparently that 
project had a controlled delivery setup 
of weapons, the intent never ever to 
allow them to actually leave this coun-
try or to actually have the individuals 
involved get away with those weapons, 
but actually to have them have an 
interdiction, have them arrested. And 
also, one other thing, they had homing 
devices on the weapons. Well, unfortu-
nately, everything went wrong. The 
homing devices were detected, they 
were removed, the controlled delivery 
went bad, and folks got away. 

That is a far sight different from this 
administration deciding we’re going to 
see that massive number, at least a 
couple of thousand weapons, are put in 
the hands of criminals who will likely 
take them across the border. They will 
certainly end up in the deaths of Mexi-
cans, and there’s a good chance will re-
sult in the deaths of Americans. Any-
one in any administration who thinks 
such an idea is a good one needs to go 
from that administration. Anyone from 
any administration who allows some-
thing so insane to take place does not 
need to be in that administration. Any-
body who has such lax control over his 
department that though those directly 
under him know about it, they leave 
him plausible deniability to come in 
and say: I didn’t know anything about 
it. Maybe Lanny Breuer; yeah, appar-
ently he knew all about. Yeah, I see 
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