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When Warren Hellman saw an oppor-
tunity to enrich our city, he acted 
upon it. He strengthened and beautified 
Golden Gate Park. He worked to end 
homelessness. He supported the San 
Francisco Free Clinic, many of those 
people availing themselves of the serv-
ices there being homeless. Concerned 
about dwindling local news coverage in 
the Internet age, he helped form the 
Bay Citizen online journalism site. 
Warren served on the board of Mills 
College and the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley’s Haas School of 
Business. He was in a leadership role in 
everything that he did. 

I mentioned that he was an athlete. 
He endowed aquatic sports at U.C. 
Berkeley, where he had played on the 
water polo team as a student. Whether 
it was bicycling, swimming, running, 
skiing, you name it, Warren was the 
best. 

He was a lover of music, a lover of 
family, and a lover of life. The 3-day 
concert he founded—well, it used to be 
called Strictly Bluegrass; but as the 
program expanded and more enter-
tainers wanted to participate and the 
audience turned out for them in the 
hundreds of thousands, it was changed 
to Hardly Strictly Bluegrass. So it 
wasn’t strictly bluegrass. It is held 
each year at Golden Gate Park and has 
allowed hundreds of thousands of fans 
each year to enjoy the music that he 
loved—mostly bluegrass. And it was all 
free. Warren was involved in every as-
pect of the festival, including person-
ally recruiting musicians he admired; 
and an invitation from Warren was one 
that was warmly responded to by the 
biggest names in music. It is so fitting 
that Speedway Meadow, the site of the 
festival, was renamed Hellman Hollow 
just last week. Just last week. So I 
know this pleased him and his family 
immensely. 

I mentioned his interest in education 
and the arts. He and his wife, Chris, 
were really such magnificent patrons 
of the San Francisco Ballet. It’s hard 
to match or surpass the contributions 
they have made intellectually and by 
way of encouragement in every way 
and certainly philanthropically. 

With the passing of Warren Hellman, 
San Francisco has lost a beloved cham-
pion. We honor his memory and his en-
thusiasm by celebrating his many con-
tributions. I said that he was good at 
everything he did; and that included 
being a friend, a friend to so many who 
will miss him so much. I am proud to 
call Warren a friend; and I hope it is a 
comfort to Chris, his wife, and his fam-
ily whom he cherished. And he couldn’t 
talk enough about them. He was so 
very proud of them and rightfully so. I 
hope it is a comfort to them that so 
many people mourn their loss and are 
praying for them at this sad time. 

Tomorrow there will be a public serv-
ice to honor his life and legacy. It will 
represent an outpouring of people from 
every aspect of San Francisco life, 
every economic strata, from homeless 

people to the most privileged and suc-
cessful in terms of their measure of 
success. But it will also represent peo-
ple in the public and private and non-
profit sectors. This was a very special 
person, and I want everyone who fol-
lows the work of Congress and the 
pride that we all take in representing 
our districts and our constituents to 
know how proud we all were of the life 
and leadership of Warren Hellman. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM CASEWORK 
SUPERVISOR, THE HONORABLE 
XAVIER BECERRA, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BROOKS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from Michael 
Nielsen, Casework Supervisor/Office 
Manager, the Honorable XAVIER 
BECERRA, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

December 12, 2011. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington, 

DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 

formally pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I was 
served with a subpoena, issued by Superior 
Court of California, County of Los Angeles 
for witness testimony. 

Prior to my required appearance, however, 
the defendant in the case pled no contest to 
a lesser charge, thereby alleviating any need 
for my testimony. After consultation with 
the Office of General Counsel and as a result 
of developments in the case, no determina-
tion regarding compliance with the subpoena 
is required. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL NIELSEN, 

Casework Supervisor/Office Manager. 
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CONGRESS, THE ADMINISTRATION, 
AND THE GIPPER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it’s 
sometimes hard to reconcile the 
speeches we hear here on the floor with 
the legislation that we’ve passed. Peo-
ple have been speaking from the other 
side of the aisle here for the last 30 
minutes about how the Republicans in 
the House apparently don’t want tax-
payers, working Americans, to have 
the 2 percent of the Social Security tax 
back that doesn’t get paid into Social 
Security when actually this House has 
taken the responsible position not 
wanting to raise taxes in a down econ-
omy so workers will have the money 
that they currently do in their pay-
checks. It makes sense. 

I’ve been saying ever since this first 
came up that the idea of a 2 percent 
tax cut is not a holiday and that actu-
ally the President corrupted the true 
payroll tax holiday idea that was 
brought forward 3 years ago. That was 
my idea. It was a stimulus idea that 

Moody’s, when they rated the different 
proposals, said would stimulate the 1- 
year GDP more than the other pro-
posals, and it would have. The people 
that earned all of the money would 
have gotten it for 2 months in a row. 

Some lazy reporters have tried to 
say, Well, that’s just like this. Abso-
lutely not. Unfortunately, it requires 
reading and not all reporters are will-
ing to do that because it’s clear my 
payroll tax holiday that I told the 
President about in January of 2009, he 
liked the idea and the only thing he did 
was take the name of it—that sounds 
familiar—and use that for what was 
not a holiday. It’s not a holiday when 
you’re avoiding 2 percent of the taxes 
you normally do. A holiday is when 
you don’t pay the taxes. There are a 
number of differences. For one thing, 
the 2-month proposal by the Senate 
just pushes off what has to be done, and 
that’s dealing with the rest of the year. 
We want to deal with the rest of the 
year. We want to provide certainty. 

The bill I proposed did not create any 
uncertainty. It dealt with the issue 
that people could not shove bonuses 
into those 2 months, that it was a tax 
holiday for all of the income tax, So-
cial Security, those taxes that would 
normally be taken out of the check. It 
would have averaged, we were told, be-
tween $2,000 and $3,000 a month for 2 
months. Instead of $80 a month, you 
would’ve had $4,000 to $5,000 over a 2- 
month period. That would have stimu-
lated the economy. 

Not only that, this proposal that the 
President has had, it hasn’t stimulated 
the economy. We just don’t want to 
raise taxes on people in a down econ-
omy. 
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But it does hurt the Social Security 
trust fund. This President’s proposal 
pits working Americans against our 
seniors. It didn’t have to be this way. 
Before this President ran up an extra 
$4 trillion in debt back when we were 
at $11 trillion instead of 15 trillion, just 
a few years ago, the proposal was com-
pletely paid for, and the only people 
that would have missed the money 
were the Wall Street bailout folks that 
wouldn’t have gotten their money be-
cause it took money from TARP and 
left it in the pockets of those who 
earned it. It made sure that there 
would be no shortfall in the Social Se-
curity trust fund. It made sure there 
would be no shortage in the Medicare 
fund, it addressed that. And the only 
people that would have been hurt—and 
I don’t think they would have been 
hurt—but the only ones that would 
have missed the money were those get-
ting the bailouts. 

Well, this President liked the name, 
liked the idea of leaving some money 
in the check. But instead of $4,000 to 
$5,000, they decided to leave $160—2 
months. 

HARRY REID has been saying that he 
wants to give Americans $1,000, and 
that’s what the Senate was doing. The 
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