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A 2-month extension was the best the 

Senate could do, and 12 months is what 
we got out of the House. We can do bet-
ter and we will do better, Mr. Speaker, 
in conference. 

b 1750 

What’s that payroll tax cut worth, 
Mr. Speaker, for a worker earning 
about $50,000 a year? In the House- 
passed bill, it is worth $1,000. That is 
real money in the pockets of a $50,000- 
a-year worker. What does the Senate- 
passed bill do to help American fami-
lies? $167. 

Take us back, Mr. Speaker, to when 
I told you if you put $500 on the credit 
card of your child and you started that 
credit card account on the day Jesus 
Christ was born, and you ran up that 
card $500 a day every day from the day 
Jesus was born through today, and you 
would have to continue to do it 7 days 
a week for another 700 years to run up 
a $30 billion credit card bill. That’s 
what the Senate does to America in the 
name of a 2-month extension to put 
$167 in someone’s pocket. 

Is $167 important to the American 
family? Sure, it is, Mr. Speaker. Every 
dollar counts. Every nickel counts in 
today’s economy. But don’t tell me 
that you are empathetic with the 
plight of middle class hardworking 
Americans and tell me your solution is 
to find $167 for them that you are bor-
rowing from their children. Mr. Speak-
er, $1,000 is the first step in the right 
direction that the House-passed solu-
tion contains. It’s worth fighting for. 

Reforming unemployment to focus on 
reemployment. Mr. Speaker, do you 
have any constituents that say to you 
that what they would rather have is an 
unemployment check instead of a pay-
check? Because I don’t. I don’t. Folks 
in the Seventh Congressional District 
of Georgia want paychecks. Now, some 
of them have to accept unemployment 
checks while they’re out there looking 
to feed their family, but they want a 
paycheck. 

So in the spirit of solving the real 
problems—not just putting a Band-Aid 
on it, but solving the real problems, 
the House-passed bill focuses on reem-
ployment. What does the Senate bill 
do? Nothing. 

Regulatory reforms to protect Amer-
ican jobs. Mr. Speaker, you heard my 
colleague from Wisconsin who said, 
Businesses are closing, laying people 
off because of Boiler MACT, this EPA 
regulation. You have heard it from our 
friends from Arkansas, Mr. Speaker, 
who say that the folks in the pipe man-
ufacturing business there in Arkansas 
are laying off jobs because of the delay 
in approving the XL pipeline. This is 
not about unemployment checks alone. 
It is about unemployment checks for 
those who can’t find jobs, and jobs for 
those folks who are looking. 

What happens in the House-passed 
bill? Regulatory reforms to protect 
American jobs, yes. What happens in 
the Senate bill? Nothing. Tell me, Mr. 
Speaker, are these things worth fight-

ing for? Are these things worth spend-
ing a few extra days between now and 
the end of the year to get right? Presi-
dent Obama says ‘‘yes.’’ A conservative 
House freshman from Georgia says 
‘‘yes.’’ From extreme to extreme, folks 
are saying ‘‘yes.’’ Mark my words, Mr. 
Speaker, HARRY REID is going to say 
‘‘yes’’ too and bring the Senate back to 
get the American people’s business 
done. 

A pay freeze for Members of Congress 
and Federal workers. Mr. Speaker, I 
don’t mind telling you that I think I 
work pretty hard. I try to give folks an 
honest day’s work for an honest day’s 
dollar. But do you think I can go home 
to a town hall meeting and look some-
body in the eye and tell you that I’m 
doing such a good job, I deserve a 
raise? I’m just telling you how the Sen-
ate is going to run up your credit card 
bill by $30 billion on your children. I’m 
telling you how the House can’t find 
enough votes to persuade the Senate to 
come to the table. 

Am I doing my best? You’d better be-
lieve it. Am I going to quit trying? No, 
I’m not. Am I going to accept a pay 
raise while American families are hurt-
ing? No, I am not. In the House-passed 
bill, a pay freeze for Members of Con-
gress and Federal workers, yes. In the 
Senate-passed bill, no. I’ll leave you 
with that bit of irony, Mr. Speaker. 
We’re here begging our colleagues in 
the Senate to come back and work. The 
House freezes salaries for Members of 
Congress. The Senate said, We’ll sort 
that out when we come back from va-
cation in February. 

I thank the Speaker for the time. 
f 

THE REPUBLICAN AGENDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. JOHNSON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I’m reminded of a commercial that 
has been in heavy rotation lately. It’s 
a Christmas commercial, Santa Claus 
with a backache and a pain remedy 
being offered to him after he climbs 
down the chimney. Y’all are probably 
familiar with that. The first shot is 
Santa trying to work at his head-
quarters up in the North Pole putting 
gifts together; and he’s just got a bad 
backache, has probably got a headache 
too. And his elves are kind of looking 
at him concerned as he works dutifully 
on a job that only he can do. 

Then they show him as he trudges 
across a roof about to go down the 
chimney, and he’s holding his back. 
And then when he gets down the chim-
ney, they show him standing over by 
the Christmas tree. The homeowner is 
kind of watching from a different 
room, and he sees Santa struggling 
with this backache. So he then goes to 
get some pain medicine. And while 
Santa is presumably unpacking the 
gifts and putting them under the tree 

and everything, then he turns around, 
and there is a glass of water and pain 
medicine right there for Santa. Then 
all of a sudden, the music becomes live-
ly, and Santa perks up and goes on 
about his business. 

That kind of reminds me of the head-
ache that the citizens, the middle class 
have had over the last year, a headache 
and a backache; but there’s nobody 
there to offer them any pain medica-
tion. Instead, this Tea Party-controlled 
House Republican Party looks at them 
and just laughs. And then they leave. 
After getting as much as they can out 
of those middle class citizens, they 
leave. They don’t even offer a drink or 
pain medication. They just leave. 
That’s what we’ve done today. Not in 
the spirit of Christmas, not in the spir-
it of Chanukah, not in the spirit of 
mankind; but in the spirit of the Koch 
brothers. 

And ladies and gentlemen, I’m going 
to talk to you a little bit about the 
Koch brothers, who you’ve heard me 
talk about before. The Koch brothers 
are a secretive brother-brother com-
bination, two brothers. They inherited 
their fortune from their daddy. They 
earned it the hard way. And they have 
turned their daddy’s business—once he 
passed on, they’ve continued this busi-
ness and built it into something like a 
$100 billion-a-year company. And they 
are billionaires. Both of the brothers 
are multi-billionaires, multi-multi-bil-
lionaires. They’ve got a lot of money. 
A lot of their business is involved with 
energy-related concerns. 

b 1800 

In fact, they own refineries, oil refin-
eries. They own terminals where that 
oil is brought to for processing. Those 
trucks and pipelines, they are all in-
volved in the energy business. They 
stood to get quite a bit of a return on 
their investment in the 2010 elections 
wherein, through their organization, 
Americans for Prosperity, they fi-
nanced what is called the Tea Party, 
which is supposed to be a grassroots 
group but, actually, it is a corporate- 
driven animal, and the financing for 
that animal comes from the Koch 
brothers and their Americans for Pros-
perity organization. 

They spent about $45 million in the 
2010 election just running negative ads 
against Democrats. They spent that 
money without having to account for 
whom their contributors were. So we 
don’t know who the contributors are to 
those secret organizations that were 
unleashed to taint people’s opinions 
about their Representatives and can-
didates for office. 

And as a result of this Tea Party ruse 
that was perpetrated on the people, the 
Koch brothers ended up in control of 
Congress using the Tea Party as a front 
or as a costume, if you will, taking 
many justifiably angry American citi-
zens down a deceptive path—Americans 
who are not happy with the shift in the 
income disparity in this country. They 
call them the Tea Partiers, the Tea 
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Party movement. Those people, they 
look at government and they say that 
it’s government that is too big. What 
they really mean is that government is 
not working for me. 

And then we have the 99 percent 
crowd, the Occupy Wall Street faction. 
That group has arisen based on income 
inequality, and they blame the cor-
porations, the millionaires and the bil-
lionaires, for income inequality. 

And, actually, ladies and gentlemen, 
both sides have something that is le-
gitimate about their concerns. But it 
all boils down to money; and the 
money comes from the Koch brothers, 
the Koch brothers through their Amer-
icans for Prosperity. They’re the ones 
who brought thousands of people from 
the heartland on buses to Washington, 
D.C., during the health care debate to 
demonstrate against something that 
was in their own interest, their ability 
to access the health care system. They 
tricked the people and then financed 
them to come here. They put them on 
first-class buses, brought them down 
here. And we all knew that that was 
not spontaneous. That was preplanned 
and orchestrated. 

As a result of that movement, they 
were able to take over the House of 
Representatives, calling themselves 
Tea Partiers. They took over the House 
of Representatives. This is all pursu-
ant, if you will, and I’m getting ready 
to get into some trouble here, but I 
don’t know if any of you all are famil-
iar with Lewis Powell, former Supreme 
Court Justice Lewis Powell. 

Back in 1971, I believe, Lewis Powell 
was appointed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court by President Nixon. He was a 
business lawyer out of Richmond, Vir-
ginia, sat on 11 or 12 different cor-
porate boards. He was friends with peo-
ple in the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
After he was appointed but before he 
was confirmed, he wrote a memo to his 
good friend, who was the head of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce at that 
time, and that document, which is 
known as the Powell Memo or the Pow-
ell manifesto, was addressed to his 
friend Eugene Sydnor who was the di-
rector of the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce. That memo is dated August 23, 
1971, just 2 short months before Powell 
was nominated, so I misspoke. This 
memo was written before he was nomi-
nated by President Nixon for a seat on 
the Supreme Court. No prior judicial 
experience, no prior litigation experi-
ence, just a corporate lawyer appointed 
and confirmed for the Supreme Court. 
And, unfortunately, this memo did not 
come out, did not become public 
knowledge until at some point after his 
confirmation. 

It was actually revealed to Jack An-
derson, who was a liberal syndicated 
columnist whose column appeared in, 
among other publications, The Wash-
ington Post. He was an investigative 
reporter with a brilliant journalistic 
quality that is lacking in our journal-
ists, our so-called journalists of today. 

But anyway, this Lewis Powell 
Memo, which he wrote to Eugene 

Sydnor, director of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, was written for the pur-
pose of getting the Chamber of Com-
merce to understand that the free mar-
ket system and capitalism were under 
attack and that the businesses in the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce were aiding 
and abetting those attacks on cap-
italism. 

He went on to talk about blacks out 
demonstrating and the more thought-
ful blacks, the more well-spoken 
blacks, speaking against capitalism, 
the capitalist system. 

He talked about Ralph Nader suing 
large corporations based on people get-
ting injured in cars that were not man-
ufactured sufficiently. He talked about 
Ralph Nader suing the drug companies 
for adulterated drugs or for drugs that 
did not do what they said that they 
were going to do, these kinds of things. 
He talked about William Kunstler, a fa-
mous civil rights lawyer. 

Lewis Powell, after expressing him-
self on how these kinds of things are 
now happening in society—and by the 
way, that was right during the Viet-
nam War period, the civil rights era. 
And he talked about where are we 
going, what do we need to do to save 
our free market system. 

b 1810 

He advocated to the chamber mem-
bers, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
members, that each one of them should 
have a vice president of corporate af-
fairs so that that person could have a 
job that did nothing but protect the 
corporate interests. And he also rec-
ommended that various think tanks be 
established like the Heritage Founda-
tion and the Cato Institute. He said we 
need to have something different, we 
need to hear some different voices 
other than the Brookings Institution 
and other institutions of fact-gath-
ering. And so they did those things. Up 
came the Heritage Foundation, the 
Cato Institute, and a bunch of other 
rightwing—not fair and balanced—but 
rightwing organizations calling them-
selves think tanks. 

Then we have corporate money being 
put into the university system to 
produce the kind of thought that would 
be protective of the status quo. And so 
they began to demand a voice in the 
academic arena. It’s all propaganda 
that they started putting out there. 
And they’ve been doing this, ladies and 
gentlemen, since 1971, 40 years. It has 
produced a result culminating in the 
2010 election cycle, where they were 
able to put their hands firmly around 
the throat of democracy and strangle 
it. They are doing that today through 
the folks whom they have elected. 
Those are the Tea Party Republicans. 

So, now, what have those Tea Party 
Republicans done this past year since 
they have been in office? They’ve been 
up to quite a bit. They have been up to 
quite a bit, none of which is good for 
America. It’s been destructive for the 
people, the regular working people, of 
this country and the poor people. 

What have we seen that they have 
done? They opposed a debt ceiling in-
crease by misleading the public into 
thinking that it was more spending, as 
opposed to authorization for what we 
have already spent, to borrow that 
money. They played games. As a result 
of their failure to do what had been 
done on a regular basis for decades—in-
creasing the debt ceiling—it resulted in 
a devaluing of this Nation’s credit rat-
ing, making the cost of borrowing go 
up. 

Now I know some of you say, well, we 
don’t need to be borrowing any money, 
but I’ll tell you, I don’t know of many 
people able to go in and purchase a 
house for cash. You go get a mortgage. 
I don’t know many people who are able 
to go buy a car with cash. No, you get 
some financing. This capitalist system 
that they’re trying so hard to protect— 
and I’m a capitalist. I believe in cap-
italism. But I believe in fairness also. I 
don’t believe in laissez-faire cap-
italism. I believe in capitalism that 
works for everybody, that’s fair. 

In their endeavor to protect that 
laissez-faire corporation, laissez-faire 
economics, they have damaged the 
ability of this government to provide 
for the common defense and to promote 
the general welfare—the general wel-
fare, not the welfare of the millionaires 
and billionaires—but the general wel-
fare, the 99 percent. 

What have these Tea Party Repub-
licans done for the 99 percent? Well, 
they made it more difficult for their 
government to borrow money. Some of 
you say that’s good. I say that when 
you have money, when you need to bor-
row money in order to prime the pump 
of your economy, then you should bor-
row the money, prime the pump of the 
economy, build up your economic en-
gine, pay off the debt and move for-
ward. That’s the way that we have al-
ways done it. That’s the way that 
America rose, if you will. We’re not in 
any danger of not being able to pay 
back our debt. It was a manufactured 
crisis. So 50 million jobs, ladies and 
gentlemen, have been lost largely out 
of the private sector based on these 
cutbacks, these mindless cutbacks. 

Seniors have been threatened with a 
change in Medicare into a voucher sys-
tem as proposed by the Budget Com-
mittee chairman. These things have 
not been good for the working people of 
this country. The cuts in the Paul 
Ryan House GOP budget are inhumane 
and merciless. They have been quite 
dutiful in doing the business of the 
Koch Brothers. They haven’t been 
doing any business on behalf of the 99 
percenters. The Ryan budget, the Cut, 
Cap and Balance Act, which set arbi-
trary spending caps and required a bal-
anced budget amendment which would 
lock in an unfair tax code and tax rate 
and tax system, would just lock it in 
forever, requiring a three-fifths vote in 
order to actually raise taxes, not to 
mention just the failure to look at a 
fundamental new direction for our Tax 
Code. No, they are maintaining the sta-
tus quo because that’s what the Koch 
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Brothers want. They love all of those 
loopholes, tax credits, and exemptions 
that are built into the Tax Code just to 
benefit them and a couple of their wor-
thy, wealthy friends. 

They have sought to remove the abil-
ity of the federal agencies like the EPA 
and the FDA from being able to regu-
late and make sure that we have safe 
products, we have safe air and water, 
food and drugs. They have fought and 
passed legislation to remove those reg-
ulations and to hamper the ability of 
these federal agencies to produce other 
regulations as the need arises. 

b 1820 

Short-sighted. It was all to benefit 
the Koch brothers and their friends. 

The Energy Tax Prevention Act of 
2011, preventing the EPA from regu-
lating greenhouse gas emissions. The 
Farm Dust Regulation Prevention Act 
of 2011, a waste of time that prevents 
the EPA from regulating farm dust 
even though the EPA has said that it 
does not plan to regulate farm dust. 

The North American-Made Energy 
Security Act, which would purport to 
force the President to approve the Key-
stone pipeline. The Keystone pipeline, 
by the way, there’s a terminal owned 
by the Koch brothers, one of their cor-
porate subsidiaries located at the be-
ginning of this pipeline up in Canada, 
Alberta, Canada. And then along the 
proposed route of the pipeline are other 
Koch brothers refineries that will prof-
it as a result of the tar sands, oil sands 
coming out of Canada through the U.S. 
all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico. 
And then what will happen at the Gulf 
of Mexico, that oil will be shipped over 
to China, not any of it available to 
Americans for our energy use. It’s all 
going overseas to the highest bidder. 
And that’s a fact. 

The Consumer Financial Protection 
Safety and Soundness Improvement 
Act of 2011, which would weaken the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
which was a part of the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street regulations, they’ve sought 
to water that down. And then in the 
Senate, the Republicans have pre-
vented a head of that agency from 
being confirmed. 

They have fought the payroll tax 
cuts and the extension of unemploy-
ment insurance to the long-term unem-
ployed. They have fought that with 
great vigor. They held those items hos-
tage, by the way, last year at this time 
just so that they could get a 2-year ex-
tension on the Bush tax cuts, which 
benefit the top 1 percent. 

And I must congratulate the Mem-
bers of the House, the Tea Party Re-
publicans, who have batted 100 percent 
in insuring that not one tax increase 
for millionaires and billionaires was 
able to pass through this House. But 
easily, though, they can walk away 
from a tax cut for the middle class. 
They just did it today. Instead of al-
lowing us to vote on a Senate bill, 
which was approved over there in a bi-
partisan way—89 of 100 Senators voted 

‘‘yes,’’ 10 voted ‘‘no.’’ That’s almost a 
90 percent bipartisan bill that the Sen-
ate passed. 

Now, it’s not the best bill—a 2-month 
extension of unemployment insurance, 
a 2-month extension of the payroll tax 
cut for the middle class, a 2-month ex-
tension of what’s called the ‘‘doc fix.’’ 
But the doctors, at the end of the year, 
who treat Medicare patients are sched-
uled to receive a 27 percent reduction 
in the amount of their reimbursements 
paid by the government. And the Re-
publicans here in the House refused to 
allow us to vote on that Senate bipar-
tisan bill which, as they say, kicks the 
can down the road; but it does extend 
the opportunity to reach a longer term 
agreement by 60 days. 

But instead, what we have is the Re-
publicans here in Congress, the Tea 
Party Republicans, refusing to let us 
vote on the Senate proposal. And then 
they, instead of announcing that we’re 
leaving town now, they don’t intend to 
come back, they’re gone. If you go to 
the airport right now, you’ll see them 
lined up—many of them with hats on 
trying to shield themselves from the 
glare of public attention—making their 
way back home. You will find them at 
the airport right now. And they don’t 
want to come back. 

We could have had this done, ladies 
and gentlemen. We could have all left 
this Chamber today with our heads 
held high knowing that there won’t be 
a tax increase as of January 1 for 160 
million Americans. We would have 
known that those 2.2 million long-term 
unemployed individuals would have 
their benefits extended. We would have 
known that the 47 million seniors on 
Medicare here in the United States 
would have the ability to access the 
same doctor that they have utilized be-
cause that doc fix didn’t go into effect, 
the 27 percent decrease. That’s going to 
cause doctors to be unable, financially, 
to treat those patients. So it raises the 
possibility that people will have to be 
reassigned to another doctor. And 
then, because so many doctors will opt 
out of treating Medicare, then that 
means the doctors who do treat them 
have a larger clientele, patient base, 
and can’t be as effective as if they 
could just simply practice medicine in 
a way that was not volume oriented. 

So these are not things that I feel 
good about in terms of being able to 
leave today. But my Republican friends 
got up and inferred—actually told you 
that the reason why they were leaving 
is because it’s not a 12-month exten-
sion of a tax cut. And you know, I 
know and the American people know 
that that’s not true. And they argued 
that with righteous indignation, one 
after the other. It’s like they have got-
ten to the point where now they be-
lieve this stuff themselves. But don’t 
you be fooled, ladies and gentlemen. 

b 1830 

Don’t be hoodwinked. Don’t be mis-
led. We’ve got elections coming up in 
2012. The mantra of the opposition to 

President Obama has been: We’re going 
to do everything we can to make him a 
one-term president. They announced 
that on the day of his inauguration. 
They have stuck to it, and they are 
concerned because, despite all of that 
obstructionism, the economy has start-
ed to get a little better. They’re con-
cerned about that, and so they want to 
impose as much harm and pain on mid-
dle class people as they can to try to 
keep them confused about what is ac-
tually happening in their lives. Is it 
the Koch brothers and unbridled laissez 
faire free market activity that’s harm-
ing them or is it government? 

Well, to the extent that government 
is in bed with folks like the Koch 
brothers, yeah, government is the prob-
lem. But there are some good people 
out here. Not everybody is involved 
with the Koch brothers, is bought and 
sold off to the Koch brothers. Not ev-
erybody. Not everybody has been influ-
enced under the Lewis Powell mani-
festo that has been put into operation 
and has resulted in where we are today 
with people in the streets demanding 
equity. 

This is a serious situation that we’re 
in, ladies and gentlemen. It’s for the 
heart and soul of our country. And 
there are many good people out here in 
Congress who want to do the right 
thing by way of the people. 

But then you’ve got a group of ex-
tremists in here calling themselves Tea 
Partiers, who are controlling the flow 
of everything, and it’s not to your ben-
efit. 

Now, I don’t normally come up and 
participate in these 1-hour disserta-
tions. This is the first one I’ve done 
ever by myself. But I thought I would 
do so today because I really—it’s on 
my heart to make sure that we set the 
record straight before the end of this 
year and that you at least have a voice 
that’s crying a different tune than the 
righteous indignation of those who I 
have to again congratulate this year, 
the Tea Party Republicans. They bat-
ted 100 percent. Not one penny of taxes 
for their Koch brothers friends, mil-
lionaires and billionaires. 

But yet they leave and cost each 
middle class taxpayer, on average, 
about $1,000, which will go into effect 
on January 1 because they would not 
let this body vote on the Senate bipar-
tisan compromise bill. They don’t like 
compromise; they don’t want biparti-
sanship—it’s our way or you take the 
highway—and that’s the way that it’s 
been this past year. 

All of the manufactured crises, the 
debt ceiling, the will we be able to keep 
the government operating, government 
shutdowns, we’ve had about three of 
those this year. And then they leave 
out of here saying that a 2-month ex-
tension of tax cuts for the middle class 
won’t do anything; it can’t be done. 

I heard one—the fourth highest rank-
ing Republican in this body lamented 
that a 2-month extension of the unem-
ployment insurance for the long-term 
uninsured would burden the payroll 
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software companies. They’re more wor-
ried about the burden of an accounting 
fix that could be done with a couple of 
strokes on the computer. They’re wor-
ried about that burden on the corpora-
tions that prepare the payroll checks 
and information like that. They pro-
vide payment for their corporate cus-
tomers. He’s worried about them, but 
he’s not worried about the very people 
who will lose, who’ll end up paying 
$1,000 more. It doesn’t really make a 
whole lot of sense. He doesn’t care 
about those who are struggling to stay 
in the middle class, depending on their 
unemployment insurance which will 
get cut off, whacked off come January 
1. 

Somebody else today on the Tea 
Party side said that we are—this is a 
game of poker that we’re playing right 
now. How ridiculous. Are any of you 
out there playing poker? Do you have 
anything to play poker with? You’re 
trying to buy Christmas gifts out here. 

They say that this payroll tax cut 
and the unemployment insurance and 
the doc fix can’t be implemented with-
in 2 months, but those things are— 
we’re just maintaining the status quo. 
There’s nothing to implement. Why 
can’t we let it go for another 2 months 
and give it another—give ourselves an-
other opportunity to negotiate a fair 
and balanced bipartisan piece of legis-
lation that the President can sign, like 
what they did in the Senate? Why can’t 
we do that? 

Well, I submit to you that they’re 
not really interested in the middle 
class. That’s clear, because if they 
were, they would not have left today. 

Some of them, unwittingly, are 
pawns in this master plan that was set 
out in the Lewis Powell Memo, and I’d 
advise you to go to the Internet and 
look it up—L-E-W-I-S, Lewis Powell. 
And you will read that, and you will 
see how effective his plan has been car-
ried out, and how close we are to the 
hopes and dreams of middle class 
Americans being strangled due to their 
public policy being controlled by those 
corporations, not for the benefit of the 
people, but for the benefit of the rich, 
powerful and the corporations, which 
our U.S. Supreme Court now says are 
people in the Citizens United decision. 

I watched one of the Justices shaking 
his head during the President’s State 
of the Union address where he directed 
comments about the Citizens United 
decision. I watched that Justice shak-
ing his head ‘‘no.’’ I wonder if he would 
shake his head ‘‘no’’ today as the 
President pointed out exactly what 
would happen as a result of that cor-
porate influence gaining unfettered ac-
cess to our public policymaking appa-
ratus, our democracy. 
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So we’re under attack, middle class 
people. It’s time for us to stand up, to 
get educated about what’s going on out 
here. And the fact that there’s no need 
to be angry with your neighbor because 
they are African American, or the 

neighbor over there is gay, or this one 
over here, I don’t know if they are an 
illegal alien or not, so we’ve got to do 
away with them. And abortion—we end 
up dividing ourselves based on the pub-
lic relations game plan that is put for-
ward to influence us. And we fall for it. 
And so then we get divided and blam-
ing ourselves instead of directing our 
attention to those who continue to 
drive their Brinks trucks hour after 
hour into the bank. 

So it’s time for us to wake up, ladies 
and gentlemen. It’s time for us to get 
smart. It’s time for us to put aside our 
dislikes based on how somebody looks, 
and it’s time for us to unite and take 
this country back. 

I want to thank you all for listening 
to me today. I feel better after closing 
the year with setting things in a proper 
format, and I look forward to us being 
able to come back next year and do 
some things that will benefit regular 
working people in this country and try 
to shift the imbalance of wealth back 
into one where all people are able to 
prosper in this country. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
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OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
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DECEMBER 19, 2011, AT PAGE 
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ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT 
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled bills 
and joint resolutions of the House of 
the following titles, which were there-
upon signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 789. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
20 Main Street in Little Ferry, New Jersey, 
as the ‘‘Sergeant Matthew J. Fenton Post 
Office.’’ 

H.R. 1264. An act to designate the property 
between the United States Federal Court-
house and the Ed Jones Building located at 
109 South Highland Avenue in Jackson, Ten-
nessee, as the ‘‘M.D. Anderson Plaza’’ and to 
authorize the placement of a historical/iden-
tification marker on the grounds recognizing 
the achievements and philanthropy of M.D. 
Anderson. 

H.R. 1892. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2012 for intelligence and 
intelligence-related activities of the United 
States Government, the Community Man-
agement Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Disability 
System, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2422. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 45 Bay Street, Suit 2, in Staten Island, 
New York, as the ‘‘Sergeant Angel Mendez 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 2845. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to provide for enhanced safety 
and environmental protection in pipeline 
transportation, to provide for enhanced reli-
ability in the transportation of the Nation’s 
energy products by pipeline, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 2867. An act to reauthorize the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 3421. An act to award Congressional 
Gold Medals in honor of the men and women 

who perished as a result of the terrorist at-
tack on the United States on September 11, 
2001. 

H.R. 3672. An act making appropriations 
for disaster relief requirements for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2012, and for other 
purposes. 

H.J. Res. 94. Joint resolutions making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2012, and for other purposes. 

H.J. Res. 95. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2012, and for other purposes. 

f 

HOUSE BILLS AND JOINT RESOLU-
TIONS APPROVED BY THE PRESI-
DENT 

The President notified the Clerk of 
the House that on the following dates 
he had approved and signed bills and 
joint resolutions of the following titles: 

December 7, 2011: 
H.R. 394. An Act to amend title 28, United 

States Code, to clarify the jurisdiction of the 
Federal courts, and for other purposes. 

December 13, 2011: 
H.R. 2192. An Act to exempt for an addi-

tional 4-year period, from the application of 
the means-test presumption of abuse under 
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve 
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or 
to perform a homeland defense activity for 
not less than 90 days. 

December 16, 2011: 
H.J. Res. 94. A joint resolution making fur-

ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2012, and for other purposes. 

December 17, 2011: 
H.J. Res. 95, A joint resolution making fur-

ther continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2012, and for other purposes. 

December 20, 2011: 
H.R. 470. An Act to further allocate and ex-

pand the availability of hydroelectric power 
generated at Hoover Dam, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2061. An Act to authorize the presen-
tation of a United States flag on behalf of 
Federal civilian employees who die of inju-
ries in connection with their employment. 

f 

SENATE BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTION APPROVED BY THE 
PRESIDENT 

The President notified the Clerk of 
the House that on the following dates 
he had approved and signed bills and a 
joint resolution of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

December 13, 2011: 
S. 1541. An Act to revise the Federal char-

ter for the Blue Star Mothers of America, 
Inc. to reflect a change in eligibility require-
ments for membership. 

S. 1639. An Act to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to authorize the American Le-
gion under its Federal charter to provide 
guidance and leadership to the individual de-
partments and posts of the American Legion, 
and for other purposes. 

December 19, 2011: 
S. 535. An Act to authorize the Secretary of 

the Interior to lease certain lands within 
Fort Pulaski National Monument, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 683. An Act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain parcels of land to the town of 
Mantua, Utah. 

S.J. Res. 22. A joint resolution to grant the 
consent of Congress to an amendment to the 
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