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this. But there’s a better way to go
than to kill the Internet at the same
time as you’re trying to get at these
few bad actors that are out there, let
alone the state bad actors, like China.

I'd love to see a bill drafted to take
on the Chinese on their multi-billion-
dollar annual theft of intellectual
property from the United States. Ev-
erybody says we can’t take on China;
no, they’re too big. So instead, we’ll go
after small, creative people who could
tread across this line unknowingly who
are participating in a much larger site.
They have their blog as part of that
site or they have their post as part of
that site. The whole site could be
taken down.

This legislation, I'm pleased to say,
that it seems like the White House has
woken up to the dangers here; the fact
that we are essentially creating the
PATRIOT Act national security letter
provisions for private companies to
censor the Internet. We cannot let that
happen. We must stop this legislation.
We also need to take on meaningfully
piracy and the theft of intellectual
property.

——
OUT OF AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, thank you
very much.

During the Christmas break, I wrote
a letter to President Obama expressing
outrage over the fact that Afghan
President Karzai again snubbed our
country and our men and women in
uniform by signing an oil contract with
China. How much more do the Amer-
ican people have to sacrifice with their
young men and women? How many
more young men and women have to
walk the countryside of Afghanistan
and have a leg or arm blown off, or
killed, so Mr. Karzai can continue to
say to Uncle Sam: We don’t need you,
but you’'ve got to stay here so I can cut
all these deals with these foreign coun-
tries.

In a December 8, 2010, Washington
Post article, while meeting with Gen-
eral Petraeus and former Ambassador
Eikenberry, President Karzai said: I
have three main enemies—the Taliban,
the United States, and the inter-
national community. Karzai further
stated: If I had to choose sides today,
I'd choose the Taliban.

Yes, young men and women in uni-
form, thank you for what you’re doing;
but it’s time to bring you home.

In a November 14, 2010, interview
with the Washington Post, Karzai said
that he wanted American troops off the
roads and out of Afghan homes and
that the long-term presence of so many
foreign soldiers would only worsen the
war.

Very seldom do I say: Thank you, Mr.
Karzai, you’re exactly right.

March 12, 2011, New York Times: “I
request that NATO and American sol-
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diers should stop these operations on
our soil. This war is not on our soil. If
this war is against terror, then this
war is not here. Terror is not here.”
Mr. Karzai, president of Afghanistan.

In October of 2011 during a television
interview, President Karzai stated: *‘ If
ever there is a war between Pakistan
and America, Afghanistan will side
with the Pakistanis.”

Why are we still there spending $10
billion a month and saying to the
American people: We’re going to cut
your school programs; we’re going to
cut your bridge programs; we’re going
to cut your road programs? American
people, we don’t have the money, but
somehow, we have $10 billion a month
to send to Mr. Karzai.

This little boy beside me is named
Tyler Jordan. In 2003, his father, Gunny
Sergeant Phillip Jordan, was Kkilled in
Iraq. I’ve spoken to his mom, Amanda.
She lives in Connecticut. I’ve asked her
about Tyler. I’ve had this picture since
2003. She says he still misses his daddy.
He will always miss his father.

Bin Laden is dead. Al Qaeda has been
dispersed all over the world. I hope the
American people will call their Mem-
bers of Congress in both parties and
say: Get our troops out of Afghanistan.
Do not wait until 2014, 2015. I don’t
know how many more will have to die
for a corrupt leader named Karzai.

We have won. Bin Laden is dead. We
have won. Declare victory and bring
them home.

God, continue to bless our men and
women in uniform. Bless the families
who’ve given a child dying for freedom
in Afghanistan and Iraq. And God,
please continue to bless America.
We’re in great need of Your guidance,
dear God. God bless America.

——
J 1030
POVERTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, let me just say to the prior
gentleman who spoke, Mr. JONES, that
I appreciate him continuing to call for
the end of the war and occupation of
Afghanistan and bringing our young
men and women home because, of
course, we know that this war has cre-
ated undue hardship, so many deaths,
and really has been the longest war in
our lifetime. And so thank you, Mr.
JONES, for your leadership.

I am the founder of the Congressional
Out of Poverty Caucus, and I just have
to rise today on behalf of the caucus to
continue to talk about the tide of pov-
erty that is sweeping our country.

As we begin now the second session
of the 112th Congress, we must do more
to help the millions of Americans liv-
ing in poverty, looking hard for a job,
and working hard every day to move up
the ladder of opportunity and earn
their share of the American Dream.

Mr. Speaker, on January 4, The New
York Times reported that economic
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mobility—the ability to work hard and
make your fortune from humble begin-
nings, which is the fundamental cor-
nerstone of the American Dream—is
getting harder and harder to achieve in
America. Americans have fallen behind
and are increasingly cut off from their
dreams of having a job and supporting
their families.

How in the world did this happen?
The failed policies of the past adminis-
tration only helped the richest among
us become richer and concentrated
greater wealth into the hands of a
wealthy few. And today, House Repub-
lican leadership has failed to address
the needs of most Americans.

The only way that our economy can
recover and reduce poverty is to create
jobs and to expand access to the eco-
nomic opportunities. We find that the
lack of opportunity and economic mo-
bility is worse at the bottom, and with-
out a real commitment to change, it
will only get worse.

The Republican-led Congress has
been too beholden to their extremist
Tea Party base to reach the necessary
compromises to move our Nation for-
ward and to begin the hard work of re-
building and growing our economy for
all Americans.

Now, President Obama did stop the
economy from going off a cliff, and
Congress must work with the President
to put our Nation back on the road to
recovery and growth.

We continue to have unacceptably
high unemployment, and we all know
that the rates of unemployment and
the rates of poverty in our minority
communities continue to be about
twice the national average. But even
these painful and these shameful sta-
tistics may not completely show just
how much Wall Street has focused
their efforts on stripping communities
of color of the little wealth that they
have managed to accumulate over the
last few decades.

The Pew Research Center found that
minority households were hit dis-
proportionately hard by the housing
and financial crisis. The Pew Center
found that from 2005 to 2009, median
wealth fell by 66 percent among His-
panic households and 53 percent among
black households, compared with just
16 percent among white households. As
a result of these declines, the typical
African American household now has,
mind you, just $5,677 in wealth; the
typical Hispanic household has $6,300 in
wealth; and the typical white house-
hold has $113,000 in net worth.

So the facts speak for themselves.
Wall Street targeted minority home-
owners and minority communities, and
we must respond accordingly.

It is long past time that we as a Na-
tion enact bold programs and policies
that ensure that we are a Nation that
truly does provide equal opportunity
and access to the American Dream
rather than allowing, for example, mi-
norities to be targeted for policies and
programs that undermine their ability
to achieve the American Dream. We
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