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Saudi Arabia or other places such as
that.

We have to end this health care bill
that was passed. Already, health care
premiums for average Americans have
gone up—for a family of four: $2,400. Al-
ready? It was supposed to bring those
costs down. That is a hammer blow to
the middle class.

So we are talking about jobs, growth,
progress. Those are the kinds of things
we need. We can do it without more
government debt and more government
spending. That is what I will be look-
ing for tonight.

I thank the Presiding Officer and
yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the period for
morning business be extended until 5
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
DATA PRIVACY DAY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 28, 2012, privacy advocates, indus-
try leaders, and government officials
from across our Nation will celebrate
Data Privacy Day 2012. I am pleased to
join these stakeholders in calling at-
tention to the need to better secure our
privacy and security in cyberspace.

In the digital age, our Nation faces
the challenge of securing our computer
networks from cyber threats and cyber
crime, while at the same time, encour-
aging innovation and protecting Amer-
icans’ right to privacy. Even as the
Internet and other rapidly advancing
technologies spur economic growth and
expand opportunity, there is growing
uncertainty and unease about how
Americans’ sensitive personal informa-
tion is collected, shared, and stored.
Data Privacy Day provides an impor-
tant reminder about the importance of
data privacy.

After a record year of high-profile
data breaches in the private sector and
throughout government, it is more im-
portant than ever that Congress step
forward and enact meaningful data pri-
vacy legislation. As the chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, I
continue to work toward that goal.

Last year, I reintroduced comprehen-
sive data privacy legislation that will
better protect Americans’ sensitive
personal data and reduce the risk of
data security breaches. The Personal
Data Privacy and Security Act would
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establish a single nationwide standard
for data breach notification and re-
quire that companies that have data-
bases with sensitive personal informa-
tion establish and implement data pri-
vacy and security programs. This bill
would also help law enforcement better
combat cyber crime by strengthening
and clarifying the penalties for viola-
tions of the Computer Fraud and Abuse
Act and creating a new criminal of-
fense for cyber attacks involving gov-
ernment computers that manage crit-
ical infrastructure information.

The Senate Judiciary Committee fa-
vorably reported this bill in September
2011. The committee has previously re-
ported similar legislation three times.
I urge the 112th Congress to finally
enact this much needed legislation.

In the coming weeks, the Senate is
expected to consider comprehensive
cyber security legislation. Protecting
our Nation’s data from breaches is at
the very core of a comprehensive strat-
egy for improving cyber security. That
is why President Obama included a
data breach proposal that closely mir-
rors the Personal Data Privacy and Se-
curity Act in his cyber security pro-
posal to Congress. That is why con-
sumer and privacy advocates, business
leaders, and Members of Congress on
both sides of the aisle continue to call
for the enactment of data privacy leg-
islation. And that is why I will con-
tinue work to ensure that meaningful
data privacy legislation is included in
any cyber security legislation the Sen-
ate considers this year.

I will also continue the important
work that the Judiciary Committee
began last year to update the Elec-
tronic Communications Privacy Act,
ECPA, so that our digital privacy laws
keep pace with changes in technology.
Updating this law to reflect the reali-
ties of our time is essential to keeping
us safe from cyber threats.

Again, I thank and commend the
many stakeholders and leaders from
across the Nation who are holding
events to commemorate Data Privacy
Day. I look forward to working with
these stakeholders and with Members
of Congress on both sides of the aisle
and in both Chambers to ensure that
the right to privacy is ensured in the
digital age.

———
TRIBUTE TO PASTOR DAVID WOOD

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Chris
Bohjalian is one of the treasures of
Vermont, as well as being a gifted writ-
er. We Vermonters are fortunate to be
able to read his weekly column. They
almost always deal with some aspect of
life in the State he and I share.

Marcelle and 1 were especially
touched by his column on Christmas
Day about Pastor David Wood, of the
United Church of Lincoln, VT.

So many of us go to church on
Christmas Day, shake hands with those
officiating at the service and thank
them for what they have done, and
then go home to be with our families.
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What Chris has done is talk about the
Herculean tasks of Pastor David Wood.
It reminds us that those who give us
spiritual guidance and consolation do
far more than what we see on holidays
and holy days. I would ask unanimous
consent that Chris Bohjalian’s column
about the extraordinary David Wood be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Burlington Free Press]

IDYLL BANTER: BURNING THE CHRISTMAS
CANDLE AT BOTH ENDS
(By Chris Bohjalian)

Look, I know Santa just pulled an all-
nighter, flew through serious turbulence
over Iceland, and had to put up with—yet
again—Prancer’s ‘‘attitude’ that no one has
yet to write a song about him. (You live on
nothing but lichen between Thanksgiving
and Christmas, and watch what happens to
your temper.) But my great friend and the
pastor of the United Church of Lincoln,
David Wood, just performed four church
services in 16 hours.

Yup. Four in 16. This is what happens when
Christmas falls on a Sunday.

“From a spiritual point of view, I love it
when Christmas comes on a Sunday. From a
practical point of view, it’s terrifying,”
David told me.

Specifically, last night there were three
services at the church here in Lincoln. There
was a 7 p.m. pageant for families—and this
year the pageant was mighty impressive,
with St. Nicholas himself sharing the story
of the Nativity. Then there was an 8:30 p.m.
service that was more traditional, just as
joyous, but at least marginally less raucous.
Finally, at 11:30 p.m., there was the quiet,
contemplative, communal service that ended
shortly after midnight—on Christmas Day.
And while the church’s youth pastor, Todd
Goodyear, did the heaviest lifting at that
very first service, David was still plenty in-
volved.

In any case, after three services in five
hours last night, David finally collapsed into
bed about quarter to 1 on Christmas morning

. and was back in the sanctuary today,
preaching, 10 hours later.

That workload might not daunt Santa, but
it would most mortals.

It has always seemed to me that the ma-
jority of priests and ministers and rabbis and
imams work incredibly hard. Certainly
David does. To wit: I will never forget when
my wife was in labor with our daughter a lit-
tle over 18 years ago. When Grace arrived—
so did David. The labor was 22 hours, but
still he was there within 40 minutes of
Grace’s arrival. Two months ago, my wife
had six hours of kidney surgery. I had told
David about it the day before. Sure enough,
there he was the next day at the hospital.
And it’s not like my wife gets preferential
treatment. (Given the number of Humane
Society shelter cats she has tried to foist on
David’s family, he should be giving her a
very wide berth.) He is always comforting
someone or some family in hospitals in two
counties. And then there are the funerals.
And the christenings. And the baptisms. And
the marriages. And the meetings. And the
counseling. And the Yankees. (We all have
our flaws.) David has been the pastor here in
Lincoln since 1979, so this is not the first
time that Christmas has fallen on a Sunday
on his watch. He knows what to expect: “Ev-
erything speeds up. Nothing slows down.”
Consequently, he had his sermons done
weeks ahead of time. He had a plan in place
to get the props from the pageant removed
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