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for the American Farm Bureau Federation and 
the California Farm Bureau Federation. 

Growing up on a dairy farm in Wisconsin 
taught Jack the value of hard work, and the 
important role agriculture plays in America— 
specifically when it comes to feeding and 
clothing our families and supporting our econ-
omy. Upon graduating from the University of 
Wisconsin, Jack began his career in agri-
culture with the university’s cooperative exten-
sion office. Jack then went on to work for the 
Wisconsin Council of Agricultural Cooperatives 
and the Wisconsin Council of Agriculture. In 
1973, Jack ventured west and joined the Cali-
fornia Farm Bureau Federation as assistant 
manager of the information division. 

Jack expanded his work with the Farm Bu-
reau, and in 1985, he became news services 
director for the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration. Based in Illinois, Jack managed inter-
nal and external communications and often 
worked in conjunction with the Washington, 
DC office to ensure that legislators were con-
nected with farmers and ranchers. In 1994, 
Jack returned to California to serve as man-
ager of the California Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s National Affairs Division. He served as a 
direct link between farmers, ranchers, and 
Members of Congress. 

Jack’s tremendous contributions and dedica-
tion can be measured in a number of ways. 
Notably, Jack made approximately 200 trips to 
Washington, DC. His deep commitment was 
based in his belief that legislators needed to 
hear directly from farmers and ranchers in 
order to understand their contributions and the 
difficulties they face. Specifically, Jack has 
been dedicated to working on comprehensive 
immigration reform, natural resource regula-
tions, and renewable energy. 

Of course none of these accomplishments 
would be possible without the love and sup-
port of Jack’s wife, Mary Ann; their sons, Carl, 
David and Bryan; and two grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, we ask our colleagues to join 
us in recognizing Jack King’s enthusiasm and 
work ethic. His devotion and loyalty to our na-
tion’s farmers and ranchers make him a 
source of pride for our community, state and 
nation. We thank Jack for his work on behalf 
of farmers and ranchers in California and all 
across the country, and wish him well in retire-
ment. 
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REMEMBERING THE NAGORNO- 
KARABAKH CONFLICT 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, in 1994 I was part 
of a delegation, organized by Christian Soli-
darity International, that visited Nagorno- 
Karabakh, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. 

In Nagorno-Karabakh, I saw horrible condi-
tions: doctors operating without anesthesia 
using only a stiff dose of cognac; land mines 
planted by the retreating Azeri army which re-
sulted in injury and amputation of limbs of 
women and children as well as soldiers and 
people living in hazardous partially bombed- 
out apartment buildings in the cities and in 
lean-tos among the debris of demolished vil-
lages. 

Upon my return, I urged Congress not to 
forget the long-suffering people of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. And I rise today to do the same. 

In 1921, Joseph Stalin, then the comissar 
for nationality affairs in the Transcaucasia Bu-
reau of the Communist Party, declared 
Nagorno-Karabakh to be an autonomous re-
gion controlled by Azerbaijan as part of his di-
vide and rule strategy. Historically, the majority 
of the population in Nagorno-Karabakh has 
been Armenian and the people have always 
had close ethnic, religious and familial ties 
with Armenia. 

In the years leading to the breakup of the 
Soviet Union, the Karabakh Armenians peti-
tioned in 1987 for inclusion of Nagorno- 
Karabakh in the state of Armenia. In 1991, 
they petitioned for independent state status. 
To date, the situation remains unresolved. 

Shortly after the break-up of the Soviet 
Union, Armenians in Azerbaijan and Nagorno- 
Karabakh endured great hardship, including 
pogroms in Sumgait (February 1998), in 
Kirovabad (November 1988) and in Baku (Jan-
uary 1990). 

A January 19, 1990, New York Times article 
described the Baku pogrom as a ‘‘massacre.’’ 
That same article also pointed to the violence 
in 1988, when, ‘‘armed Azerbaijanis rampaged 
through the town of Sumgait and slaughtered 
32 people, mostly Armenians.’’ 

These horrific acts of targeted violence are 
as deplorable today as they were more than 
two decades ago. Tragically, tensions remain 
high in the region. A January 16 Bloomberg 
article reported that, ‘‘Azerbaijan is buying up 
modern weaponry to be able to regain control 
of the breakaway Nagorno-Karabakh region 
quickly and with few losses should peace talks 
with neighboring Armenia fail, President Ilham 
Aliyev said.’’ 

Such acts of aggression would have a dev-
astating impact. It is critical that the U.S. 
works toward a lasting, peaceful and demo-
cratic solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE ON ERNEST 
SALGADO, SR. 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I stand here today 
to pay tribute to a great leader and role model 
Ernest Salgado, Sr. Ernest, the eldest member 
of the Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians 
passed away on January 23, 2012 at the age 
of ninety-one. 

Ernest was born on the Soboba Indian Res-
ervation, in Riverside County, California. He 
attended high school at Sherman Indian High 
School, where he was an outstanding athlete 
and played on the championship baseball 
team. 

When Indians became citizens in 1924, Er-
nest was the first of his tribe to fill out the U.S. 
census form. Ernest served his country honor-
ably as a soldier in the Army, where he had 
an expert shot, having picked up the skill from 
deer hunting with his grandfather. During 
World War II, Ernest participated in the land-
ing at D-Day in 1944 and would later pass on 
the value of service to ones country to his 
son, Richard who served in the Vietnam War. 

After serving his country, Ernest served his 
tribal community by working at Sherman In-
dian School and by serving on the Soboba 

tribal council during the 1970s. During his time 
on the Soboba tribal council, Ernest provided 
great leadership in rebuilding his tribal com-
munity and has fostered understanding and 
respect for Native People in everything that he 
did. His son Robert Salgado Sr. would later 
serve on the Soboba tribal council as Chair-
man of the tribe. As a young man, I have the 
privilege of knowing Robert and meeting the 
Soboba Tribe during baseball games on res-
ervations. In my time spent with them, the 
Soboba tribe always welcomed me and treat-
ed me like family. 

Ernest is survived by his children, Ernie 
Salgado Jr., Robert Salgado Sr., Richard 
Salgado Sr., Lorraine ‘‘Raina’’ Maciel, Francie 
Diaz and Rose Salgado; his brothers and sis-
ters, Nella Salgado Heredia, Frances Bentiste 
Arres, Alice Bentiste Helms, Henry ‘‘Sonny’’ 
Bentiste and William ‘‘Billy’’ Bentiste, as well 
as a loving family of grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 

My thoughts and prayers, along with those 
of my wife, Barbara, and my children, Rialto 
City Councilman Joe Baca Jr., Jeremy, Nat-
alie, and Jennifer and are with Ernest’s family 
at this time. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to pay tribute to Ernest Salgado, Sr. 
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HONORING PFC JUAN MEZA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the commitment and sacrifice of PFC 
Juan Meza. Mr. Meza served in Company B 
399th Infantry Unit during World War II from 
October 1944 until March 1946 and dem-
onstrated great bravery and dedication as a 
soldier for the United States Army. 

Mr. Meza was born December 15, 1925 in 
Laredo, Texas. Upon graduating from high 
school, he enlisted in the Army and was de-
ployed to Europe. During his service, he was 
wounded twice in combat and remained in- 
country until 1946 after a cease fire was de-
clared. By March 1946, Mr. Meza was honor-
ably discharged. When Mr. Meza returned to 
Laredo, Texas, he married Antonia Galvan 
and together they raised six children. After 
serving in the Army, he dedicated more than 
35 years of service to U.S Customs and Bor-
der Protection and retired happily in Laredo. 

Mr. Meza is very proud of his time and ex-
periences while serving in the military. Experi-
ences that are only unique to an American 
hero and veteran are those that he can recall 
as if it were yesterday. One specific memory 
beckons Mr. Meza to a cold New Year’s Eve 
day in 1944, when he outwitted a band of Ger-
man soldiers at a listening post in France and 
his actions led to saving the lives of several 
Americans and Allied troops. Every scent he 
smelled, every sound he heard and every 
color he saw that day is imprinted in his mem-
ory. At 86 years of age, he tells the story with 
passion and no details are left out when he 
was triumphant against the enemy for the lives 
of his brothers and freedom of the nation. 

During Mr. Meza’s time in the Army he 
showed great courage and by using his intel-
ligence, knowledge and common sense he not 
only survived a tremendous war, he also 
helped young soldiers like himself return home 
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to their families and loved ones. He is a highly 
decorated veteran. His awards include the 
World War II Victory Ribbon, Army Good Con-
duct Medal, EAME Theater Ribbon and Two 
Bronze Service Stars, Purple Heart, One 
Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, and a Distinguished 
Unit Badge. He was also nominated for the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the second high-
est military honor that can be awarded to a 
member of the United States Army for ex-
treme gallantry and risk of life in actual com-
bat with an armed enemy force. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had the 
opportunity to recognize Mr. Meza’s accom-
plishments and faithful service to our country. 
His hard work and valor have truly impacted 
many lives and our community. Thank you. 
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APPLAUDING THE FORTUNE 
SOCIETY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Fortune Society on their contin-
ued success. I recently had the honor to sup-
port the Fortune Society’s partnership with 
City University of New York’s John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice in their effort to pro-
vide technical assistance and training to other 
reentry services organizations. Thanks to their 
hard work, countless more inmates will transi-
tion back into my community with the prospect 
of a better life. 

Under the excellent leadership and vision of 
Chairperson Ms. Betty P. Rauch, the Fortune 
Society is doing far more than providing those 
who have dealt with the harsh realities of in-
carceration. Their advocacy inspires them and 
gives them the means to live a positive life in 
which they can become valuable and contrib-
uting members of our society. Furthermore, I 
would also like to congratulate the Fortune So-
ciety on the numerous grants they were re-
cently awarded. 

For over 40 years the fortune society has 
been working with people with criminal 
records. Today they serve approximately 
3,000 men and women annually at three pri-
mary New York City-area locations including 
West Harlem in my Manhattan Congressional 
District. Thanks to their dedicated and experi-
enced staff of professionals, the Fortune Soci-
ety is able to successfully offer: Alternatives to 
Incarceration (ATI), drop-in services, employ-
ment services, education, family services, 
health services, housing services, substance 
abuse treatment, transitional services such as 
the Rikers Island Discharge Enhancement 
(R.I.D.E.) program, recreation, and lifetime 
aftercare. 

I look forward to seeing all that the Fortune 
Society accomplishes in the coming year. I will 
continue to serve them proudly and support 
them in their great cause. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 26, 1995, when the last attempt at 
a balanced budget amendment passed the 
House by a bipartisan vote of 300–132, the 
national debt was $4,801,405,175,294.28. 

Today, it is $15,356,140,493,616.06. We’ve 
added $10,554,735,318,321.78 to our debt in 
16 years. This is $10 trillion in debt our nation, 
our economy, and our children could have 
avoided with a balanced budget amendment. 
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HONORING JOHN S. CZYSCON FOR 
HIS SERVICE IN THE U.S. ARMY 
DURING WORLD WAR II 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge and honor a very special veteran 
for his service to our nation during World War 
II. 

Mr. John S. Czyscon was a member of the 
United States Army and served in the Pacific 
Theater. Mr. Czyscon was in harm’s way nu-
merous times and involved in serious combat. 
His heroism and bravery were recognized 
through his awards: the Bronze Star Medal, 
Combat Infantryman Badge, and the Asiatic- 
Pacific Campaign Medal with three bronze 
battle stars and arrowhead attachments. 

Mr. Czyscon served as a Technician Fifth 
Grade, with the Second Battalion 188th Glider 
Infantry during his service to the Army. He 
joined the Army in 1943 and was honorably 
discharged in 1946 after providing honest and 
faithful service to this country. 

Mr. Czyscon will turn 92 this spring and he 
lives in New York Mills, New York. It is a privi-
lege and an honor to have veterans like Mr. 
Czyscon residing in the 24th Congressional 
District. His service to our country should al-
ways be a great source of pride. To serve 
one’s nation is among the most noble and 
selfless acts available to man, particularly dur-
ing times of war. Thank you, Mr. Czyscon. I 
ask my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring Technician Fifth Grade John S. Czyscon, 
United States Army, for his service and sac-
rifice during World War II on behalf of the 
United States of America. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF CHRIS 
TURNEY 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a lifelong educator and po-
litical activist. Chris Turney passed away in 
December at the age of 60. Chris dedicated 
her life to the education of children. Chris was 
a music teacher for 34 years, and spent the 

last 20 years of her career teaching at Lincoln 
Junior High School in Skokie, Illinois. Ms. Tur-
ney, as she was known by her students, 
shared her passion and love for music with 
many students over the years. She played a 
variety of musical instruments including the 
piano, flute, piccolo and guitar. She frequently 
used these instruments in her classroom. Most 
importantly, Ms. Turney inspired hundreds of 
children to follow their dreams. Ms. Turney en-
couraged all her students to believe in them-
selves and their own unique skills and abilities 
as they moved through life. 

Outside of the classroom, Chris was a polit-
ical activist fighting for a better education sys-
tem. Chris was a lifelong Democrat and very 
active in the National Education Association 
(NEA). She was president of the Skokie-Mor-
ton Grove Education Association, was the Re-
gion 36 Chair of the Illinois Education Associa-
tion, and eventually became an NEA State Di-
rector. As a State Director, Chris was fre-
quently on Capitol Hill meeting with members 
of Congress. Some of Chris’s favorite mo-
ments in her life were shaking hands with 
President Clinton and then Senator Barack 
Obama. After retiring from her teaching ca-
reer, Chris continued to be politically active. 
She served as the President of the DuPage 
Chapter of the Illinois Retired Teachers Asso-
ciation, a position she held until her death. 
She was an advocate for public education and 
for better schools for our children. 

Chris will be missed dearly by her former 
students, colleagues, friends and family. She 
is survived by her life partner of 30 years, 
James C. Keating, her sisters Judy Goldsmith 
and Linda Turney, and three nephews. She 
encouraged all three of her nephews to follow 
their dreams which they have done. Her oldest 
nephew Rob Goldsmith is currently an edu-
cation and labor staffer for Congressman 
BRUCE BRALEY. Jeff Goldsmith is a very suc-
cessful musician who has written and re-
corded numerous songs and albums. Mark 
Goldsmith, the youngest nephew, is currently 
an engineering student and baseball player at 
the Colorado School of Mines. Her memory 
and influence lives on through them. 

Chris’s memory will live on through the peo-
ple whom she inspired for years to come. She 
was an agent of change to many. If you knew 
Chris well, she changed your life. Her uplifting, 
energetic, and positive attitude will be missed 
and she will not be forgotten. 

f 

WARREN BUFFETT’S SECRETARY 
NOT SYMBOL OF ECONOMIC IN-
JUSTICE 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 1, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, billion-
aire Warren Buffett’s longtime secretary has 
become a symbol in the current Administra-
tion’s fight over the tax code and economic 
fairness. While she was the President’s chief 
stage prop in a show of the alleged unfairness 
of our tax system, this is hardly the truth. 

The national media have painted this as a 
case of the little person paying a higher tax 
rate than her billionaire boss. Thankfully, 
Forbes and a few media outlets have re-
searched the facts. By reviewing the Internal 
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