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deemed “unrealistic.” Calls for new elections
not only continue, but appear to be growing in
intensity.

Perhaps government intimidation has mini-
mized any uprising by a discontented popu-
lation, or perhaps the Congolese have accept-
ed that Kabila will do whatever it takes to en-
sure his victory. It could be that poverty and
a lack of information among the population
has restrained the widespread resort to pro-
test. Still, there is significant instability
throughout the country.

This calls into question the long-term sta-
bility of a country that is critical to U.S. inter-
ests, which includes the continued flow of stra-
tegic minerals. Congolese have reason to be
skeptical that they will ever have a stable gov-
ernment that functions on their behalf. There
has been one crisis after another since inde-
pendence in 1960, caused by the selfish ac-
tions of predatory leadership. An estimated
four million Congolese lost their lives in two
wars from which they are still recovering.

Most Congolese remain poor, hungry and in
danger of violence. Their government cannot
provide the most basic necessities for their
families. Public administration is virtually non-
existent, with civil servants demanding pay-
ment from the public for even the most routine
services. MONUSCO is handling security, and
the World Health Organization is dealing with
the country’s public health issues. The chal-
lenge for the international community is to
help build the capacity and political will of
Congolese officials to assume the responsi-
bility for caring for and protecting their citizens.

Since November, violence attributed to the
Congolese military, the Rwandan rebel group
the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of
Rwanda (FDLR) and local militia has caused
more than 100,000 Congolese to become in-
ternally displaced persons or refugees. Local
vigilante groups have clashed with the Rwan-
dan rebels in North Kivu province and dis-
placed about 75,000 from 30 villages in North
Kivu province. Similar clashes in lturi and
northern Katanga have had a serious impact
in those areas as well. This raises serious
concerns for a potential humanitarian crisis.

Women continue to be targeted for abuse in
DRC. A study that recently appeared in the
American Journal of Public Health concluded
that an average of 48 women and girls are
raped every hour in this country. So before
this hearing has ended, more than 100 fe-
males in DRC will have been raped.

However, there remains hope for DRC de-
spite the current crisis. Even during the worst
stages of the global financial crisis, the World
Bank was predicting that DRC’s economy
would grow by seven percent annually over
the next several years, making it one of the
world’s fastest growing economies. At the
local level, Congolese reportedly have devel-
oped coping methods for an absent govern-
ment. Women have developed rotating credit
systems to compensate for an inaccessible
banking system, and farmers have banded to-
gether to rent trucks to jointly take their
produce to market.

According to the latest election results, the
ruling party in DRC has lost 45 seats they pre-
viously held to opposition parties, with 17
other elections yet to be rerun after being an-
nulled. This may help in establishing grounds
for political reconciliation.

Since the early days of Congolese inde-
pendence, the United States has been in-
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volved in the DRC and continues to play a sig-
nificant role there. In FY2011, Economic Sup-
port Funds were targeted to support the Gov-
ernment of Congo’s stabilization and recovery
program through support to community recov-
ery and reconciliation, conflict mitigation and
resolution, and the extension of authority.
International Military Education and Training
funds focus on training Congolese officers on
military justice, human rights and joint oper-
ations. The United States also provides signifi-
cant humanitarian assistance to the DRC. The
United States provided bilateral aid to DRC of
more than $205 million in FY2008, $296 mil-
lion in FY2009, $282 million in FY2010, and
$215 million in FY2011. The Obama Adminis-
tration requested more than $262 million for
Fy2012.
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Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
it is with a heavy heart that | stand before you
today to recognize the passing of an inspira-
tional leader. Reverend Dwight C. Graves was
a compassionate, charismatic and considerate
soul, who devoted his life to service. Born and
raised in Freeman, West Virginia, the good
Reverend served in the United States Air
Force for over thirty years, worked as a postal
worker and union steward, and acted as a
friend to both delinquents and school children.

Reverend Graves felt a calling to the church
and devoted much of his life to spreading the
Lord’s word. Before setiling in Georgia, Rev.
Graves pastored a church in Belgium and llli-
nois. He was an Associate Minister of Zion
Baptist Church in Marietta and the Pastor of
the Emmanuel Tabernacle Christian Church
until his death.

The Reverend was a leader among leaders.
He co-founded the Georgia State Unit of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
served on the National SCLC board and was
President of the Cobb County SCLC.

As | look back on Reverend Graves’ life, |
find myself honored to have known him. It is
my sincerest hope that those of us whose
lives he has touched will go on and pass on
his influence to others in need. Reverend
Dwight C. Graves was a strong man. He is
survived by his wife, Rev. Dr. Cheryl D.
Graves and their daughter, Diana Lynette. Mr.
Speaker, my fellow colleagues, | hope you will
join me today in extending my condolences to
them during this difficult time.

—————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
opposition to H.R. 3835, a bill to extend the
pay limitation for Members of Congress and
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Federal employees. There is an attack on the
idea that government has a role in the proper
functioning of society. That battle has resulted
in the privatization of government services,
which leads to inefficiencies and higher bills
for taxpayers. Across the country we are also
seeing an attack on government workers who
frequently work long hours in support of our
great nation.

Federal employees have already sacrificed
because of our shrinking budget. These men
and women are members of the middle class,
and they are already subject to an unwar-
ranted two-year pay freeze in the form of a $5
billion cut to their wages and benefits by the
end of 2012. They also face the possibility of
layoffs and furloughs in coming years as auto-
matic spending reductions mandated by the
Budget Control Act of 2011 reduce agency
budgets for salaries.

Federal employees are public servants who
do work that is essential to this country every
day: they guard our borders, care for our
wounded veterans, deliver our mail, ensure
the safety of our food supply, and provide
many other sometimes invisible, but important
services.

This bill inappropriately groups the pay and
benefits of Members of Congress with the
men and women of our federal civil service. In
so doing, it attempts to turn Federal employee
pay into a political issue. | am not opposed to
extending the pay freeze for Members of Con-
gress. However, | stand with the workers. The
merits of pay increases for Federal employees
should be debated separately from our consid-
eration of pay for Members of Congress.

| stand with the workers; that is why | voted
against this bill.

——————
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
as a co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on
Turkey and Turkish Americans to speak on
the recent death of Rauf Denktas, former lead-
er of the Turkish Cypriots.

Mr. Denktas spent a great deal of his life
advocating for a resolution to the separation
between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots.
Throughout his lifetime, Mr. Denktas wit-
nessed the independence and divide of Cy-
prus, and went on to lead bilateral negotia-
tions for a resolution to the Cyprus problem.
For the Turkish and Greek people of Cyprus
that have faced decades of turbulence, it is
essential that a peaceful, unifying solution be
found to this matter.

| send my sincere condolences to Mr.
Denktas’ family, friends, and the Turkish Cyp-
riot community, and | am hopeful that the
international community will move forward to-
ward a lasting settlement in Cyprus that will be
agreeable for both the Greek and Turkish
communities, reflective of the longtime efforts
of Rauf Denktas.
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