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able to tour upon its completion in 2002. The
utility’s operations were previously spread
among multiple facilities. The consolidation
benefited the California Water Service Group’s
customers in Chico by allowing them to go to
one central location for resolving their service
issues.

Mr. Foy also served as Chairman of the
Government Relations Committee for the Na-
tional Association of Water Companies
(NAWC) for four years. In the NAWC’s Annual
Report to Congress, the organization presents
their comments on the numerous issues facing
private water utilities across the country.

Mr. Foy continues to be an extraordinary in-
dividual who has made significant and lasting
contributions to our community through his ex-
emplary leadership and service as Chairman
of the California Water Service Group’s Board.

| am extremely grateful for Bob Foy’s serv-
ice to our nation and community-at-large. | am
pleased to celebrate and honor the accom-
plishments of this impressive American as he
retires this year.

———

HONORING JANET BALL FOR 30
YEARS OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 27, 2012

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
wish to include an article in the Fairfax Times
from May 6, 2011, recognizing the tremendous
service Janet Ball has given to the Fairfax
County community for 30 years. | have known
Janet for years, and have seen her dedication
to helping others firsthand. She is an unbeliev-
able example of the value of volunteerism.

GREENSPRING RESIDENT HONORED FOR 30
YEARS OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE
(By Kali Shumitz, Staff Writer)

During her 29-year career working for the
Department of Defense, Janet Ball said she
never did much to give back to her commu-
nity.

So, soon after retiring, she responded to an
ad in the Golden Gazette that said the Fair-
fax County Juvenile and Domestic Relations
Court was looking for volunteers.

Now 90, Ball is still going strong as a vol-
unteer office assistant for the court system.
She also volunteers to sort mail at the
Greenspring Retirement Village in Spring-
field, where she now resides, and helps out at
her church.

“I'm one that likes to keep busy,” she
said. “If I had to sit around doing nothing, I
would be going to St. Elizabeth’s,” referring
to the psychiatric hospital in Washington,
D.C.

Last month, the court staff honored her for
30 years of volunteer service.

Her supervisor at the courthouse, Loida
Gibbs, described Ball as ‘‘the admin assistant
of the century.”

Ball also used to volunteer to do office
work for U.S. Rep. Gerald Connolly (D-Dist.
11) when he represented the Providence Dis-
trict on the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors.

After he was elected board chairman, she
asked him, ‘“Do I get a promotion?’’ Indeed,
she continued to volunteer for Connolly
doing office work until he was elected to
Congress.

When Ball began volunteering for the
court, there were only two judges and the ju-
venile court operated out of a small building
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behind the historic county courthouse build-
ing. The Juvenile and Domestic Relations
Court now has eight judges and recently
moved into the remodeled main court build-
ing.

Her first volunteer job was collecting con-
tact information and other details from fam-
ilies as they exited the courtroom, a task de-
signed to save probation officers time.

For the past decade, Ball has volunteered
for the Volunteer Interpreter Program, log-
ging the hours and types of cases for which
interpreters are requested, and producing a
monthly report on volunteer contributions.

“In the courthouse, there is more work
than even staff can do,” said Gibbs, coordi-
nator of the Volunteer Interpreter Program.
“Without [volunteers], it would get done, but
it would take double the time.”

Ball said the mostly Spanish-speaking vol-
unteers tease her sometimes because she is
the only person involved with the program
who is not bilingual. But Gibbs sees that as
an asset, because her skilled volunteer inter-
preters often get pulled to other tasks.

“I have told her she’s not allowed to learn
any other language,”” Gibbs joked.

When Ball had double bypass surgery about
five years ago, Gibbs recalled, court staff and
volunteers visited her at the hospital every
day. They also threw a big surprise party for
her when she turned 90.

“It’s my family away from home,” Ball
said.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. WILLIAM F.
OWEN, JR., PRESIDENT AND CEO,
UMDNJ

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 27, 2012

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my best wishes to Dr. William F. Owen
as he concludes his tenure at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. It is my
distinct pleasure to thank Dr. Owen for all he
has done for the students, staff and the Great-
er Newark community for the past four years
in his capacity as President and CEO of
UMDNUJ. | am proud to add my congratulations
to that of his family, friends and colleagues as
they celebrate in honor of a man who has
been an integral part of the changing land-
scape of Newark. For all the leadership he
has shown and the contributions he has
made, Dr. Owen is a worthy recipient of the
accolades he received on February 22, 2012
during a reception held in his honor.

Fortunately, my office has always been able
to collaborate with Dr. Owen and his staff to
bring informative programs to residents of the
10th Congressional District at various events
including the bi-annual Health and Wellness
Expo hosted by the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Foundation. Dr. Owen’s involvement was
instrumental in making the 2011 Expo a suc-
cess. Dr. Owen also guided UMDNJ through a
tumultuous period of instability. His leadership
was key in bringing the institution back to a
prominent position within the Newark Colle-
giate and Healthcare Community.

Although Dr. Owen was very successful dur-
ing his tenure at UMDNJ, there was one part-
ner who was an invaluable assistant, his wife
Alice Owen. Through their combined efforts,
they were able to work with the UMDNJ Hos-
pital Auxiliary to help raise funds for several
new rooms. These additions helped patients
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and families have a more pleasant and com-
fortable experience during their time at the
hospital. The greater Newark community as
well as the UMDNJ family will truly miss this
wonderful team.

Mr. Speaker, | know my fellow members of
the House of Representatives agree that Dr.
William F. Owen has been an integral part of
UMDNJ. He has had a stellar career here in
Newark and we wish him well in his future en-
deavors.

SUMGAIT POGROMS
HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 27, 2012

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, two of the least
noticed and most dangerous trends of recent
years have been Azerbaijan’s rapidly growing
military budget and its increasing bellicosity to-
ward Armenian-populated Nagorno-Karabakh.
Last June, during Azerbaijan’s largest military
parade since the Soviet era, President Aliyev
vowed to avenge the deaths of Azerbaijani
soldiers killed during the 1988-1994 Nagorno-
Karabakh war and declared that “the war isn’t
over yet; only the first stage is over.” He then
boasted that Azerbaijan’s defense budget is
twenty times larger than it was just eight years
previously and larger, in fact, than the entire
budget of Armenia.

Mr. Speaker, it is particularly appropriate
that today, February 27—the anniversary of
the 1988 Azerbaijani pogrom directed against
its own Armenian population in Sumgait—that
we commit ourselves to stopping these ugly
threats. Armenian history is drenched in trag-
edy. Everybody knows about the Armenian
Genocide, even if, sadly, only a minority of my
colleagues has been willing to recognize it offi-
cially. But fewer know about the hundreds of
thousands of Armenians murdered under the
Ottoman regime in the nineteenth century.
And fewer still, it seems, know about the po-
groms and ethnic cleansing that Armenians
living in Azerbaijan suffered at the hands of
Azerbaijanis as the Soviet Union was breaking
up.

The Sumgait pogrom that we recall today
lasted three days and resulted in the murder
of hundreds of Armenian civilians. Other anti-
Armenian pogroms took place in Kirovobad
November 21-27, 1988, and in the Azerbaijani
capital Baku January 13—19, 1990. During this
era, there were media reports of Armenians
being hunted down and killed in their homes.
The systematic pattern of all these attacks
suggested that something even more sinister
than a mob uprising was at work.

Mr. Speaker, Azerbaijan seems bent on de-
stroying every last vestige of the Armenian
presence in Azerbaijan. For example, there is
videotaped evidence of the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment’'s December 2005 systematic dese-
cration and destruction of an ancient Armenian
cemetery, including thousands of intricately-
carved grave-stones in Djulfa, in a section of
Azerbaijan near the Turkish border. | believe
our State Department still has not adequately
examined this incident, and | call on it to do
SO.

Today is a solemn day as we recall this his-
tory of murder, displacement, and destruction,
but it is this very history that underscores the
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