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so we’re seeing this volatility due to
the unrest in Iran.

Shouldn’t we, as America, keep that
oil in reserve just in case there’s a
problem over there? Maybe—who
knows, maybe there’s further disrup-
tions, Strait of Hormuz issue. Strategic
reserves are there for a stated purpose,
not for political gains.

Mr. GARDNER. I would just make
the point that if this administration
acknowledges that by tapping into the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve they can
increase supplies and, therefore, have
an impact on price, isn’t it obvious
what we ought to be doing as the pol-
icy of this country?

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina.
That’s too much common sense.

Mr. GARDNER. If supply is the an-
swer, tapping into the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve, we should increase do-
mestic production. We should increase
opportunities in the Western United
States, on our Outer Continental Shelf.
We should utilize the energy that our
neighbors to the north are willing to
help us out with through the Keystone
XL pipeline. Because if the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve is, indeed, about
supply, the political fix to a supply
problem——

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. A
Band-Aid, so to speak.

Mr. GARDNER. Why isn’t this ad-
ministration willing to actually do the
right thing, do what’s necessary to
keep our economy afloat, to keep it
from running on fumes and make sure
that we can produce that energy in our
own backyard, increase our opportuni-
ties to produce domestic energy?

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. The
gentleman from Colorado has been a
stalwart and a leader in energy, Amer-
ican energy independence, as a leader
of the House Energy Action Team. We
call it HEAT, H-E-A-T.

Let me just tell America, if you want
to find out some of these details, some
of the facts that we’ve laid out for you
in black and white, you can go to the
Web site for House Energy Action
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Team, under the House GOP Web site,
and find this data out. We’re putting it
out there for you. We’re not shying
away from it. We’re not. We’re pro-
viding this information for you Ameri-
cans to make informed decisions to un-
derstand that these energy bills we
pass through the House, they have
merit and they would have results if we
could get the Senate to take them up,
and let’s have a true comprehensive en-
ergy policy for this country that fo-
cuses on American energy independ-
ence, that does things right for you
Americans to lessen the price that
you’re paying at the pump, to lessen
the price that you’re paying on your
electricity bill every month.

House Energy Action Team is focused
on this. The gentleman from Colorado
is a leader on that. Our caucus and our
conference is a leader on that.
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Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from South Carolina for
his leadership, and this is the third
time that we’ve done that this year al-
ready, come down and talk as a group
about what we can do to get our energy
prices down to relieve the pain at the
pump, to make sure that we’re restor-
ing our energy independence. So we’ll
continue this effort.

Last week, I had the opportunity to
visit the western slope of Colorado. The
vast majority of the land there is
owned by the Federal Government.
They’ve seen rigs being sent away,
shutdowns, and opportunities, though,
of great success where there is a glim-
mer of hope for increasing development
in the western slope of Colorado.

In my district on the eastern plains
of Colorado, one county has drilled
over 2,100 wells just last year, putting
thousands of their people to work,
helping create economic opportunity,
creating jobs, bringing opportunities to
the county that they never would have
had otherwise.

So when I talk to people of western
Colorado, eastern Colorado, they sim-

———
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ply want to do what they do best.
That’s to run their businesses, to do it
in a responsible manner, to do what’s
right for their children and their
grandchildren, and to stop sending the
hundreds and hundreds of billions of
dollars that we send each and every
year overseas to get energy from them
instead of using that money right here
on our own families. Every year we
send $331 billion to foreign nations. We
can start using that money in our own
backyard.

The House Energy Action Team is
committed to leading this country to a
future of economic growth, economic
opportunity, energy security, and en-
ergy independence.

I thank my colleagues from South
Carolina and New Mexico for joining
me tonight.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. NADLER (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
speaker:

H.R. 347. An act to correct and simplify the
drafting of section 1752 (relating to re-
stricted buildings or grounds) of title 18,
United States Code.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Thursday,
March 1, 2012, at 9 a.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first quarter
of 2012 pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO BRAZIL, COLOMBIA, AND MEXICO, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 8 AND JAN.

15, 2012
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Name of Member or employee
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Other purposes Total
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rency 2
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John BOBANET ... 1/8
Dan Boren
Greg Walden ...
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Hon. John Kline
Hon. Devin Nunes ...
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Jennifer Stewart 1/8
Janice Robi 1/8
Hon. John Boehner ..
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Hon. Greg Walden ...
Hon. Dave Camp ...
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Colombia
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© 904.00
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© 904.00
© 904.00
© 904.00
© 904.00
©) 1,095.00
© 1,095.00
© 1,095.00
©) 1,095.00
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