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Whereas the exact cause of multiple scle-
rosis is still unknown;

Whereas the symptoms of multiple scle-
rosis are unpredictable and vary from person
to person;

Whereas there is no laboratory test avail-
able that definitively diagnoses a case of
multiple sclerosis;

Whereas multiple sclerosis is not genetic,
contagious, or directly inherited, but studies
show that there are genetic factors that indi-
cate certain individuals are susceptible to
the disease;

Whereas multiple sclerosis symptoms
occur when an immune system attack affects
the myelin in nerve fibers of the central
nervous system, damaging or destroying the
myelin and replacing the myelin with scar
tissue, thereby interfering with or pre-
venting the transmission of nerve signals;

Whereas in rare cases, multiple sclerosis is
so progressive that the disease is fatal;

Whereas there is no known cure for mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition,
an affiliation of multiple sclerosis organiza-
tions dedicated to the enhancement of the
quality of life for all those affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis, recognizes and supports Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

Whereas the mission of the Multiple Scle-
rosis Coalition is to increase opportunities
for cooperation and provide greater oppor-
tunity to leverage the effective use of re-
sources for the benefit of the multiple scle-
rosis community;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition
recognizes and supports Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week during March of every cal-
endar year;

Whereas the goals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week are—

(1) to invite people to join the movement
to end multiple sclerosis;

(2) to encourage everyone to do something
that demonstrates a commitment to moving
toward a world free of multiple sclerosis; and

(3) to acknowledge those who have dedi-
cated their time and talent to help promote
multiple sclerosis research and programs;
and

Whereas in 2012, the week of March 12, 2012,
through March 18, 2012, has been designated
as Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(2) encourages the States, territories, pos-
sessions, and localities of the United States
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to support the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week by issuing procla-
mations designating Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week;

(3) encourages media organizations to par-
ticipate in Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week and to help educate the public about
multiple sclerosis;

(4) commends the efforts of the States, ter-
ritories, and possessions of the United States
that support the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(5) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment of the United States to creating a
world free of multiple sclerosis by—

(A) promoting awareness about people who
are affected with multiple sclerosis; and

(B) promoting new education programs,
supporting research, and expanding access to
medical treatment; and

(6) expresses gratitude to the family mem-
bers and friends of those people in the United
States living with multiple sclerosis who are
a source of love and encouragement to those
individuals; and

(7) salutes the health care professionals
and medical researchers who provide assist-
ance to those individuals affected with mul-
tiple sclerosis and continue to work to find
ways to stop the progression of the disease,
restore nerve function, and end multiple
sclerosis forever.

————

MEASURE READ THE 18T TIME—S.
2191

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am told
there is a bill at the desk due for its
first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2191) to amend the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 to prohibit the
Attorney General from administering or en-
forcing certain accessibility regulations re-
lating to pools at public accommodations or
provided by public entities.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
for a second reading and, for purposes
of placing the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be read for
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a second time on the next legislative
day.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
15, 2012

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
completes its business today, it ad-
journ until Thursday, March 15, at 9:30
a.m.; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
a period of morning business until 11
a.m., with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling
the first half and the Republicans con-
trolling the second half; that following
morning business, the Senate proceed
to consideration of H.R. 3606, the IPO
bill we have spoken of previously and
as indicated under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, at about 2
p.m. tomorrow, there will be two votes
on confirmation of Groh and Fitzgerald
to be trial judges in the Federal judici-
ary. Additional votes are possible.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. If there is no further busi-
ness to come before the Senate, I ask
unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:45 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
March 15, 2012, at 9:30 a.m.
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