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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers. I just want to
simply thank the gentleman from Illi-
nois. He’s truly one who will stand on
principle and work on both sides of the
aisle, and for that we’re very grateful
and appreciative. This is what we are
supposed to be doing, working in a bi-
partisan way.

H.R. 665, as amended, is a good bill.
It’s good government, it’s something
we should do, and I would urge all of
my colleagues to support it. I appre-
ciate all the support from our leader-
ship in making this point happen.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | am in sup-
port of important legislation on Federal real
property disposal. | believe that we have found
a bipartisan solution to the deficiencies that
currently exist in real property management in
H.R. 665.

The Federal Government has costly and
pressing problems disposing of its unneeded
real property, which includes its public build-
ings and lands. As a result, the GAO has
placed this issue on its “high risk” list.
Unneeded and under-utilized buildings are lan-
guishing in the Federal inventory when their
sale could generate much-needed revenue for
the national treasury. Maintenance of these
buildings costs the government nearly $1.7 bil-
lion in fiscal year 2010 alone. In tough times
like those we face today, this waste is simply
unacceptable.

In this Congress, four separate pieces of
legislation have been introduced to help solve
the problem. H.R. 665 combines the best ele-
ments of these legislative proposals and cre-
ates a timely and workable method of dis-
posing of excess Federal property while gen-
erating the highest possible financial returns.

The bill would establish a five-year pilot pro-
gram to dispose of the 15 highest value
unneeded Federal real properties.

The Federal Government will clearly gain
from the disposal of these properties. Not only
will the fair market value generate income, but
we will realize significant savings by elimi-
nating maintenance and operating costs.

| also support H.R. 665 because it will pro-
vide aid to organizations dedicated to helping
those most vulnerable among us, the home-
less. This legislation permits Congress to ap-
propriate the equivalent of two (2) percent of
the proceeds from the sale of these properties
to fund grants to eligible organizations that
serve the homeless. This requirement pre-
serves our commitment to the goals of the
McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act.

This bill will also expand transparency sur-
rounding the disposal of Federal property. It
requires that GSA report annually to Congress
on the number, market value and deferred
maintenance costs of all executive branch real
property assets. The report would also include
ongoing operating costs of surplus properties
so that we are always aware of the expenses
that empty, unused properties are incurring.
The public will also be able to access informa-
tion on all real Federal property through a
database required to be established by GSA.

Agencies will also be allowed to retain the
net proceeds from the disposition of real prop-
erty, and use those funds to maintain, repair,
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and dispose of their other properties. Net pro-
ceeds not used for such costs would be used
for deficit reduction. This provision will
incentivize agencies to move properties quick-
ly through the disposal process and will keep
revenues moving into the Treasury.

| am pleased that we have been able to
produce a bipartisan solution to a problem that
wastes taxpayer dollars maintaining unneeded
Federal buildings. | support H.R. 665 as
amended and | hope that we can get this leg-
islation working for America as soon as pos-
sible.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 665, the Excess Fed-
eral Building and Property Disposal Act of
2011. This important bipartisan legislation will
decrease the deficit by selling excess federal
buildings and property by empowering the ex-
ecutive branch to more quickly dispose of ex-
cess federal property. This bill would also per-
manently modernize the existing disposal
process through reductions in administrative
overhead. This bill also requires greater ac-
countability from those responsible for federal
property disposal.

The federal government owns a staggering
one-third of the United States and owns more
real property than any other entity in America:
900,000 buildings and structures covering 3.38
billion square feet. According to a February
10, 2011 Government Accountability Office
(GAO) report, 24 federal agencies identified
45,190 underutilized buildings that cost $1.66
billion annually to operate. More recently, Of-
fice of Management and Budget Comptroller
Daniel Werfel testified before a Senate Sub-
committee that the government controls even
more, with 14,000 excess buildings and struc-
tures and 76,000 underutilized properties. This
large inventory of underutilized federal prop-
erty is the product of a convoluted and ineffi-
cient disposal process.

H.R. 665 works to correct this by estab-
lishing a five-year pilot program, beginning on
the date that the legislation is enacted, to dis-
pose of excess federal property. The Director
of the Office of Management and Budget and
the Administrator of the General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA) would identify, with input
from federal agencies, the 15 excess prop-
erties with the highest market value. These
properties will be disposed of through public
auction, and after one property is sold, the
GSA will have 15 days to identify another
property to replace the auctioned property on
the list for disposal. Ninety-eight percent of
profits will be deposited into the Treasury and
2 percent will be directed toward the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development to
provide grants for homeless assistance.

Selling off unused federal property would
allow the federal government to focus our lim-
ited fiscal resources on maintaining the prop-
erty the United States currently owns. | strong-
ly urge my colleagues to support the Excess
Federal Building and Property Disposal Act to
begin prioritizing the public auction of unused
federal property and reducing the nation’s $15
trillion national debt.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 665, as
amended.

The question was taken.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 34
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0O 1347
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GINGREY of Georgia) at 1
o’clock and 47 minutes p.m.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 2087, REMOVING RE-
STRICTIONS FOR ACCOMACK
COUNTY LAND PARCEL

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 587 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 587

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2087) to re-
move restrictions from a parcel of land situ-
ated in the Atlantic District, Accomack
County, Virginia. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Natural Resources. After general debate
the bill shall be considered for amendment
under the five-minute rule. It shall be in
order to consider as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment under the five-minute
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on
Natural Resources now printed in the bill.
The committee amendment in the nature of
a substitute shall be considered as read. All
points of order against the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute are
waived. No amendment to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be in order except those received for
printing in the portion of the Congressional
Record designated for that purpose in clause
8 of rule XVIII in a daily issue dated March
19, 2012, and except pro forma amendments
for the purpose of debate. Each amendment
so received may be offered only by the Mem-
ber who caused it to be printed or a designee
and shall be considered as read if printed. At
the conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
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