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tank downtown that has the freedom to
just pontificate, to make recommenda-
tions, to wonder how things could have
been. This is a body where every single
thing that we do has the potential to
affect—positively or negatively—the
lives of every single citizen of the land.

There are no free lunches in America,
Mr. Speaker. There is no something for
nothing. You can control costs through
competition. You can control costs
through getting consumers involved in
their own health care. You can control
costs by providing folks with more
choices. You cannot control costs re-
sponsibly by putting providers out of
business and rationing care through
the long lines that are then going to
result.

We are going to deal with this bill to-
morrow, in fact, and I would be happy
to yield to my friend from the Rules
Committee to help make that happen.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5, PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

Mr. NUGENT, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-416) on the resolution (H.
Res. 591) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 5) to improve patient ac-
cess to health care services and provide
improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system
places on the health care delivery sys-
tem, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

——

ONGOING HEALTH CARE DEBATE—
Continued

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia may proceed.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate that.

I was very lucky when my friend
from Florida came to file that rule be-
cause that’s another example that
what we’re doing down here isn’t just
howling at the Moon. It isn’t just blow-
ing hot air.

What I'm talking about here on the
floor right now is repealing this Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board to
stop this cycle of destruction that has
already been put into place. And no
sooner do we come down here to do it
than my colleague from the Rules
Committee comes down to file this
rule, Mr. Speaker, so that we can do
this bill not 2 years from today, not
after the next election, not 6 months
from now, kicking the can down the
road, but so that we can bring this bill
to the floor tomorrow to address the
concerns that we’re talking about
today. That’s why you and I came to
Congress, Mr. Speaker. That’s why this
whole freshman class came to Con-
gress.

You know, I've only been here now
about, what, 14, 15 months, Mr. Speak-
er. And what I have found is that each
and every day, my colleagues in this
freshman class do not evaluate their
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success by how many favorable news-
paper articles are written about them.
They don’t evaluate their success by
how many times they’ve seen their face
on TV. And they certainly don’t evalu-
ate their success based on what the
mass media writes about them in this
town. They evaluate their success
based on whether or not the promises
they made to folks before they got
elected are the priorities that they’ve
set for themselves now that they have
been elected. And each and every day,
I see people making that a reality. Re-
publicans and Democrats alike, Mr.
Speaker, in this freshman class came
to this Congress for a different purpose,
with a different mission, with a dif-
ferent vision. And I see them imple-
menting it every day. It makes me
proud.

Speaking of being proud, Mr. Speak-
er, you know, folks back home say,
ROB, how come we don’t see you on
FOX News preaching the good conserv-
ative news? I tell them, Mr. Speaker,
that anybody who is watching FOX
News already knows the good conserv-
ative news. They don’t need to hear it
from me. The folks who need to hear
from me are the folks who are watch-
ing MSNBC. That is who needs to hear
my message. And I happened to bring
some MSNBC knowledge down here
with me today.

This is a headline recently from the
Web page, Mr. Speaker. This is what it
said: ““‘In risky election year move, Re-
publicans offer Medicare alternatives.”
Ooh. It kind of sounds ominous, doesn’t
it, Mr. Speaker? Ominous. ‘“‘In risky
election year move, Republicans offer
Medicare alternatives.”” Why? Why?
For the reason I just talked about, Mr.
Speaker, where we have this freshman
class, where we have these senior Mem-
bers of Congress who didn’t come here
to pontificate, who didn’t come here to
grandstand, who came here to make a
difference.

I don’t care that it’s an election year.
In fact, if anything, Mr. Speaker, in an
election year, we ought to do more of
the right things. We ought to spend
even more time each and every day
getting it right. ‘“Risky election year
move’’ is what folks say. I tell you, Mr.
Speaker, I would be disappointed if we
did anything else. Medicare is in crisis.
This IPAB board is further desta-
bilizing the Medicare program. You are
doggone right it may be a risky move,
but we did it anyway because it’s the
right thing to do.

I sit on the Budget Committee. That
is actually what they are talking
about. This is a March 15 article. And
they’re talking about the plan that we
in the Budget Committee are going to
hold a markup on tomorrow, which
does what? All of these things I've been
talking about, Mr. Speaker: bringing
choices to consumers, bringing com-
petition to the Medicare system, in-
vesting consumers in Medicare out-
comes. It does all of those things, Mr.
Speaker, that we believe can control
costs using the power of the market-
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place, using the power of the American
people, using the power of the Amer-
ican family, and not just by rationing
care, as this IPAB board does.

This is the headline. I’'m going to
read it again, Mr. Speaker, just be-
cause I like it so much: “In risky elec-
tion year move, Republicans offer
Medicare alternatives.”” They go on to
say this: “Running a political risk dur-
ing an election year, Republicans con-
tinue to offer proposals to cut future
Medicare outlays.” Medicare outlays,
that’s this dramatic rise we see in
Medicare spending, Mr. Speaker. It’s
not a rise associated with quality of
care. It’s not a rise that’s associated
with whether or not people get the
services they need. It’s a rise that’s as-
sociated with an out-of-control Federal
health care program that has abso-
lutely no consumer involvement at all,
absolutely no competition at all, abso-
lutely no free market involvement at
all. And it’s going broke.

We have a proposal to fix it. What is
our proposal? Well, I didn’t just bring
our proposal, Mr. Speaker. But I
brought our proposal, and I want to
compare it to the President’s approach.
There are two things we need to talk
about when we talk about changes to
Medicare, Mr. Speaker, and you know
this better than most. There are
changes to the Medicare program that
save it for future generations, and then
there are changes to the Medicare pro-
gram that destabilize today’s seniors.
A big difference in those two things.
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I'm in my forties, Mr. Speaker. My
Uncle Sam has to come to me today
and say, RoB, I know you’ve been pay-
ing your Medicare taxes in every single
paycheck since you were 16 and I know
we promised you that Medicare was
going to be there for you like it was
there for your grandparents and your
parents; but RoB, we’ve got bad news.
It turns out we overpromised and we’re
underdelivering and we’ve got to re-
negotiate our Medicare contract with
you.

We do.

That is the bad, bad news for your
generation, Mr. Speaker, for my gen-
eration, and for everybody younger.
The government—surprise, surprise—
has overpromised and underdelivered.
And the time to tell me that is now,
not when I'm 65 and I can’t make any
more choices about my life, but today
while I can still make accommoda-
tions.

So I've divided this chart, Mr. Speak-
er, up into two categories—what are
our proposals for current seniors and
what are our proposals for future sen-
iors—and I've done the same thing for
the President’s plan, because it is im-
portant that we do keep our promises
here. It’s no senior’s fault in this coun-
try that they’re dependent on Medi-
care. They paid into it their entire life
for the part A through the Medicare
taxes. They were promised it would be
there for them in their time of need.
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