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for saving America, and we came here
to get the American Dream of a suc-
cessful economy and freedom back on
track. It ought to be risky to sit here
and do nothing, Mr. Speaker. That
ought to be the risky thing.

What has happened to this country
that the risky thing for those who call
themselves public servants is to do
something instead of nothing? Because
that’s what the President proposes in
his 10-year budget plan: nothing, noth-
ing that does one thing, that takes one
baby step forward toward saving Medi-
care. In the Budget Committee, we are
proposing serious alternatives. Are
they going to be frightening to folks in
my generation? I don’t think so, Mr.
Speaker. You and I have a long time
until retirement. Despite all our gray
hair, we’ve got a couple of decades left
before we get there; and we’ve got time
to prepare, and we will, and America
will. But it is our responsibility to
offer those alternatives. The President
offers nothing, and Medicare goes
bankrupt.

This chart says it all, Mr. Speaker.
There is a path to prosperity for Amer-
ica that we are proposing here in this
House, and there is the President’s ap-
proach, and they could not be more dif-
ferent.

Our approach tells the American peo-
ple the truth. There are a lot of polit-
ical pundits out there that believe tell-
ing people the truth is a risky thing to
do in an election year. Mr. Speaker, 1
tell you it’s our solemn obligation. I
tell you the oath we took requires us
to tell folks the truth. I tell you the re-
sponsibility that our voters back home
have entrusted us with requires us to
be bold.

And if the consequence for trying to
save the Medicare program—not just
for this generation of seniors, but for a
generation to come—if the consequence
of that is that I frighten voters back
home and I get defeated, so be it. So be
it. No one sent us here to get reelected
year after year. They sent us here to do
the work that they asked us to do.
They sent us here to follow through on
the promises that we made during the
last campaign. They sent us here to
offer serious solutions to what we all
know, Democrats and Republicans
alike, are serious problems threatening
the future of our Republic. And none is
more serious when it comes to a social
safety net here in this country than
the giant fiscal crisis looming in Medi-
care.

I'll leave you with this, Mr. Speaker.
We have the law of the land that’s al-
ready on the books. It’s in the Presi-
dent’s Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act, that bill that raids
Medicare in order to fund his other so-
cial priorities, that bill that hastens
the demise of Medicare rather than
preventing it. And in that they find 15
unelected bureaucrats that they say
will not ration services; they’ll just cut
reimbursements for docs. And we have
testimony after testimony after testi-
mony after testimony that says, go
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ahead, if you think you need to cut
docs, cut docs; but just know those
docs will not be there for you when you
need them to be because they can’t—
because they can’t.

Do you really believe it, Mr. Speak-
er? Does anybody in America really be-
lieve it? Find your primary care doctor
that lives down the street from you.
You know him or her. They’re in your
Sunday school class and they coach
your kids’ soccer team. You know who
they are. Do you really believe that
they’re the ones that are driving the
Medicare program into bankruptcy? Do
you really believe it? Or does the Wash-
ington establishment just use our docs,
the healers in our community, those
folks who are there for us when we
need them the most? Does the Wash-
ington establishment just use those
folks as the scapegoats for what is a
much more serious, much more sys-
temic underlying problem with the way
that we finance federally funded health
care systems in this country?

Competition has served this country
well, Mr. Speaker. Individual responsi-
bility has served this country well. En-
trepreneurship and innovation have
served this country well. And we have
a choice now to embrace those func-
tions that are so indicative of who we
are as Americans and where we’ve
come from, and use those tools to set
Medicare on a new and sustainable
course; or we can go back to business
as usual, more pages of Federal regula-
tion, more blaming other people for the
problems we’ve created, more
unelected boards of bureaucrats who
make health care decisions for us in-
stead of letting us make those deci-
sions within our family.

The choice for me is clear. Mr.
Speaker, you know these aren’t things
that we’re just down here to talk
about. You know these aren’t just
ideas that are being brainstormed. We
have a real opportunity to make this
change not 2 years from now, not after
the next election, not 6 months from
now, but tomorrow. Tomorrow we’ll
bring a rule to the floor of this House
to allow for a consideration of a meas-
ure that will repeal IPAB once and for
all. TPAB, this word that was not in
our lexicon 2 years ago but now threat-
ens to control the health care decisions
of every senior in America.

With a successful vote tomorrow, Mr.
Speaker, we can make that a thing of
the past.

And with that, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BACHUS (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of minor
throat surgery.

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today and the balance of
the week on account of illness.
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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 16 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, March 21, 2012, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5313. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter
on the approved retirement of General Peter
W. Chiarelli, United States Army, and his
advancement to the grade of general on the
retired list; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

5314. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
a letter on the approved retirement of Lieu-
tenant General Edgar E. Stanton III, United
States Army, and his advancement to the
grade of lieutenant general on the retired
list; to the Committee on Armed Services.

5315. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary of Defense, Department of Defense,
transmitting a letter on the approved retire-
ment of Lieutenant General Jeffery A. Rem-
ington, United States Air Force, and his ad-
vancement on the retired list to the grade of
lieutenant general; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

5316. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Final
Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket ID:
FEMA-2011-0002] received February 12, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

5317. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Final
Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket ID:
FEMA-2011-0002] received February 12, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

5318. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Suspen-
sion of Community Eligibility [Docket ID:
FEMA-2012-0003] [Internal Agency Docket
No.: FEMA-B-8217] received February 12,
2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

5319. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Final
Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket ID:
FEMA-2011-0002] received February 12, 2012,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

5320. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Office of Electricity Diversity and Energy
Reliability, Department of Energy, transmit-
ting a report entitled ‘2010 Smart Grid Sys-
tem Report’”’; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

5321. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting Annual Report to Congress on FDA
Foreign Offices Provisions of the FDA Food
Safety and Modernization Act, pursuant to
Public Law 111-353, section 201(b); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5322. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Implementation of the Commercial
Advertisement Loudness Mitigation (CALM)
Act [MB Docket No.: 11-93] received March 1,
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