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period of doubt and confusion, finding Christ
when I was not even looking for him so many
years ago; possessing so many shortcomings
that have been overcome by the simple grace
of God. And the fact that I would ever be on
top of a mountain, saying a prayer for Billy
Graham—a man whose faith had changed the
world and that had sustained him through
triumphs and tragedies, and movements and
milestones—that simple fact humbled me to
my core.

I have fallen on my knees with great regu-
larity since that moment—asking God for
guidance not just in my personal life and my
Christian walk, but in the life of this nation
and in the values that hold us together and
keep us strong. I know that He will guide us.
He always has and He always will. And I pray
his richest blessings on each of you in the
days ahead.

Thank you very much.

Senator PRYOR: Thank you, Mr. President,
for sharing your heart and your faith with
us. You have a room full of people here who
are praying for you and your family. God
bless the President of the United States of
America.

Speaking of powerful people, let’s hear one
more time from Jackie Evancho.

““The Lord’s Prayer’” sung by Miss Jackie
Evancho.

Senator SESSIONS: Thank you, Jackie, and
may God’s blessings continue with you. My
thanks to the President, Eric, all our speak-
ers up here this morning You have given us
a lot to think about. Now it is our job to
ponder these things in our hearts and to turn
those good ideas into action.

Senator PRYOR: Being a part of this Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast is a great privilege
and now it becomes a great responsibility. I
believe God is counting on you and me to
love and pray where we are. Let’s complain
a lot less and let’s pray and love a lot more
so God can use us to make a better world.
And now to close us in prayer is Robert Grif-
fin III of Baylor University.

Mr. Robert Griffin, III: Before I close in
prayer, I would just like to say, ‘‘Sic em,
Bears.”” And to the President, if you ever get
a little tired of running the country or any-
thing like that, a little bored, I would love to
play you in basketball. It would be a friendly
competition because I wouldn’t want anyone
to feel like I was trying to hurt you or any-
thing, so I wouldn’t dunk on you at all. This
has been a really long breakfast. The longest
I have ever been a part of. I guess everyone
up here got the memo except for me because
both of my cups are empty because I drank
them. No one else drank anything and I real-
ly have to use the bathroom. So will go
ahead and close this out so we can all go
ahead and do that.

If you could bow your heads, please. Father
God, we thank you for this day as a day you
have made and we rejoice and we are glad in
it. Today has truly been a great day, many
great speakers and a lovely singer who has
blessed all of our hearts and brought many
to tears. Father God, in Jesus’ name, we
thank you that we could sit up here and
thank you for so many different things and
be here all day. But most of all, we thank
you above all for having the ability to make
a difference in everyone’s lives and giving us
the power to go out and change the world.
And we thank you for your love, your grace
and your mercy and as we leave today, we
thank you that we take those qualities that
can show the world not only with our words
but with our actions. In Jesus’ name we
pray, Amen.

——
CONVICTION OF DHARUN RAVI

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last
week, a jury in New Jersey convicted
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Dharun Ravi for violations of New Jer-
sey criminal laws against bias intimi-
dation and invasion of privacy. Mr.
Ravi had used a Webcam to spy on and
then publicize an intimate encounter
between his college roommate, Tyler
Clementi, and another man. Tragically,
Mr. Clementi became so distraught
that he took his own life.

Young men and women should not be
bullied or shamed because of their sex-
ual orientation. It is incumbent on
every segment of society to do what we
can to stop bullying in schools and in
our communities. As Tyler Clementi’s
father said after the jury verdict was
announced:

To our college, high school and even mid-
dle school youngsters, I would say this:
You’re going to meet a lot of people in your
lifetime. Some of these people you may not
like. But just because you don’t like them
does not mean you have to work against
them.

I can only imagine the Clementi fam-
ily’s grief and suffering over their loss.
I applaud the efforts they are making
to raise awareness about the real dan-
gers of bullying on American cam-
puses.

The Senate is also taking steps to ad-
dress the growing problem of bullying.
I am pleased to be a cosponsor of Sen-
ator CASEY’s Safe Schools Improve-
ment Act, which requires schools to es-
tablish bullying prohibition policies
and would help educators identify and
address any conduct based on a stu-
dent’s actual or perceived race, color,
religion, gender, disability, or sexual
orientation. Another bill that I support
is the Student Non-Discrimination Act
introduced by Senator FRANKEN, which
would define harassment as a form of
discrimination in our public schools.
Both bills have more than 35 cospon-
sors and deserve full consideration by
the Senate. It has been well docu-
mented that students who are para-
lyzed by fear of bullying cannot effec-
tively learn. Congress should help en-
sure that States and schools have the
tools they need to prevent or punish
bullying in any form. We must do more
to ensure that all students are pro-
tected and can thrive in their schools.

In the aftermath of Dharun Ravi’s
conviction in New Jersey, there has
been some commentary on hate crimes
laws generally. Some have wondered
whether hate crimes laws criminalize
thoughts or beliefs and have the effect
of chilling free speech. Others have ex-
pressed confusion whether Mr. Ravi
could have been prosecuted under our
recently passed Federal hate crimes
law.

As chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, let me clarify the scope of
Federal hate crimes statutes. First, the
Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr.
Hate Crimes Prevention Act protects
the constitutional right of every indi-
vidual to have her own thoughts and
beliefs and express them in a lawful
manner. The law does not prohibit or
punish speech, expression, or associa-
tion in any way—even hate speech. The
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Constitution does not permit us in
Congress to prohibit the expression of
an idea simply because we disagree
with it.

The Matthew Shepard Act punishes
physical violence, not speech. The law
requires the defendant to have caused
or attempted to cause bodily injury to
the victim while being motivated by
the victim’s sexual orientation or an-
other defined characteristic. Impor-
tantly, the defendant in a Federal hate
crimes case must have acted willfully.
In other words, the defendant must
have voluntarily and intentionally
caused bodily injury to the victim.
From what we know of the Ravi case,
the defendant could not have been
prosecuted under the Matthew Shepard
Act because Mr. Ravi did not willfully
cause bodily injury to Tyler Clementi,
nor did he willfully cause the victim to
take his own life.

We know that the consequences of
bias-motivated violence extend beyond
the victim. Hate crimes instill fear in
those who have no connection to the
victim other than a shared char-
acteristic such as race, religion, na-
tional origin, gender, disability, or sex-
ual orientation. Preventing such con-
sequences is the reason I offered the
Matthew Shepard Act as an amend-
ment to the Defense authorization bill
more than 2 years ago. The law has al-
ready resulted in several Federal
criminal convictions. For example, two
Arkansas men were convicted after
they targeted five Hispanic victims at
a gas station and rammed their car off
the road causing serious injuries. Two
other men in New Mexico were con-
victed under this statute for branding a
disabled Navajo man with a swastika
while writing the words “KKK’ and
“white power” on his body.

The Ravi prosecution was brought
under New Jersey’s laws, which are dif-
ferent from our Federal hate crimes
laws.

———

TRIBUTE TO ADMIRAL ROBERT F.
WILLARD

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, today 1
rise to honor a distinguished naval offi-
cer and a true patriot. Having just
passed the torch of command for U.S.
Pacific Command, Admiral Robert F.
Willard will hang up one last time the
uniform he first donned almost four
decades ago. On the eve of his retire-
ment, it is fitting to memorialize in
the annals of this chamber Admiral
Willard’s years of selfless service to
our Nation.

A Los Angeles native, Admiral Wil-
lard graduated from the United States
Naval Academy and was commissioned
in 1973. After he completed flight train-
ing and qualified as a naval aviator, he
served in F-14 fighter squadrons oper-
ating off of the aircraft carriers USS
Constellation, USS Ranger, and USS
Kitty Hawk. Admiral Willard’s pro-
ficiency in the cockpit led to his as-
signment to Navy Fighter Weapons
School, more commonly Kknown as
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