S1944

of 2011; S. 1898, A bill to provide for the
conveyance of certain property from
the United States to the Maniilag As-
sociation located in Kotzebue, Alaska;
and H.R. 1560, A bill to amend the
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Alabama and
Coushatta Indian Tribes of Texas Res-
toration Act to allow the Ysleta del
Sur Pueblo Tribe to determine blood
quantum requirements for membership
in that tribe.

Those wishing additional information
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at (202) 224-2251.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in open session on
Thursday, March 29, 2012 at 10 a.m. in
SD-430 Dirksen Senate Office Building
to conduct a hearing entitled “FDA
User Fee Agreements: Strengthening
FDA and the Medical Products Indus-
try for the Benefit of Patients.”

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact the com-
mittee on (202) 224-7675.

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 21, 2012, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 21, 2012, at 10 a.m. to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Retooling Govern-
ment for the 21st Century: The Presi-
dent’s Reorganization Plan and Reduc-
ing Duplication.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 21, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘“The Homeland
Security Department’s Budget Submis-
sion for Fiscal Year 2013.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on March 21, 2012, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Justice for All: Convicting the
Guilty and Exonerating the Innocent.”
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 21, 2012, in room G-50
of the Senate Dirksen Office Building,
beginning at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION

POLICY, AND CONSUMER RIGHTS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition
Policy, and Consumer Rights, be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate, on March 21, 2012, at 2 p.m.,
in room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘The Verizon/Cable Deals:
Harmless Collaboration or a Threat to
Competition and Consumers?”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
March 21, 2012, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Strategic Forces of the
Committee on Armed Services be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on March 21, 2012, at 2:30

p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that following dis-
position of the House message to ac-
company S. 2038, the STOCK Act, the
Senate proceed to executive session to
consider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 441, 462 and 463;
that there be 2 minutes of debate
equally divided in the usual form; that
upon the use or yielding back of time,
the Senate proceed to vote without in-
tervening action or debate on Calendar
Nos. 441, 462, and 463, in that order; the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order; that any
related statements be printed in the
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

March 21, 2012

AUTHORIZING SENATE LEGAL
REPRESENTATION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to S. Res. 403, submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 403) to authorize tes-
timony, document production, and legal rep-
resentation in United States v. Richard F.
“Dickie’ Scruggs.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this resolu-
tion concerns testimony, document
production, and representation in a
criminal matter pending in the United
States District Court for the Northern
District of Mississippi. In this post-
conviction proceeding, the defendant,
Richard F. ‘‘Dickie” Scruggs, is seek-
ing to have his honest-services fraud
conviction vacated based on the Su-
preme Court’s intervening decision in
the case of United States v. Skilling.

The criminal conviction, which re-
sulted from a guilty plea, involved the
defendant’s scheme to bribe a State
judge by agreeing to ask Senator Lott
to consider the State judge’s applica-
tion to fill a federal judicial vacancy.
The defense is seeking testimony from
a former staffer of Senator Lott about
a brief phone conversation between the
Senator and the State judge. Neither
Senator Lott nor anyone on his staff
was aware of the defendant’s scheme.

The defense is also seeking testimony
and document production from a staff-
er of Senator COCHRAN about contacts
with Senator COCHRAN’s office by or on
behalf of the State judge in his efforts
to obtain a federal judgeship.

Both Senators Lott and COCHRAN
would like to assist by providing rel-
evant evidence from their staff in this
proceeding. This resolution would ac-
cordingly authorize Senator Lott’s and
COCHRAN’s employees, and any other
Senate employee from whom evidence
may be necessary, to provide evidence
in this action, with representation by
the Senate Legal Counsel.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate,
and any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 403

Whereas, in the case of United States vs.
Richard F. “Dickie” Scruggs, Case No. 3:09-
CR-00002-GHD-SAA, pending in the United
States District Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of Mississippi, the defense has served a
subpoena for testimony on Hugh Gamble, a
former employee of Senator Trent Lott, and

403) was
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