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country as a whole. | represent the 13th Con-
gressional District of New York and am proud
to have a large and thriving Greek American
community in my district. Anyone who visits
the remarkable cultural festivals thrown by the
Holy Cross Orthodox Church in Bay Ridge, or
the Holy Trinity/St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church on the West Shore of Staten Island,
can attest to the strength of, and support for,
the Greek-American community in Staten lIs-
land and Brooklyn.

Greek Independence Day is an opportunity
for all Americans to reflect on our nation’s own
freedom. We must not forget that when the
United States was first conceived, many of its
ideals and laws were based on those of the
Greeks. Just seeing the artwork right here in
the United States Capitol or reading through
our constitution exemplifies the profound im-
pact the people of Greece have made on our
modern society.

It is with great pride that | rise today to
honor the independence of a nation that, for
centuries, has protected the fundamental
rights of liberty and participation in the demo-
cratic process. | have seen the positive cul-
tural heritage Greek-Americans bring to local
communities firsthand in Staten Island and
Brooklyn, and | am sure that the shared bond
between our two great nations will remain rock
solid for many years to come.

——
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Medicare Advantage Program In-
tegrity Act. My legislation will make common-
sense payment reforms to the Medicare Ad-
vantage (MA) program to ensure that tax-
payers get the best bang for their buck. The
Medicare Advantage Program Integrity Act re-
quires that Medicare Advantage payments
more accurately reflect the health status of
their enrollees. In addition, the bill ends the
ability for Medicare Advantage plans to game
the system by retaining investment income
from pre-payments. Taken together, these
policies will save over $20 billion over ten
years, protecting both taxpayers and bene-
ficiaries.

The MA program has grown substantially in
recent years, increasing from $65.2 billion in
plan payments in 2006 to $116.1 billion in
2010. Today, 25 percent of Medicare bene-
ficiaries are enrolled in a private health insur-
ance plan through MA. Congress took action
through the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in 2010
to substantially reduce historical excessive
base payment rates in MA. However, these
plans continue to be overpaid relative to tradi-
tional Medicare, both in terms of base rates
that exceed the cost of traditional Medicare in
many geographic areas and because pay-
ments do not accurately reflect the health sta-
tus of enrolled beneficiaries.

Because plan payments are adjusted for
health states such that plan payments are in-
creased as anticipated service use increases,
plans have an incentive to “up code” and re-
port less healthy patients. In fact, documented
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independent evidence shows that Medicare
Advantage plans do tend to report higher pa-
tient severity than is supported by medical
records. The data also show that reported pa-
tient severity in MA plans increased faster
than for comparable patients in traditional fee-
for-service Medicare (FFS) over the same time
period.

In an attempt to address this issue, CMS re-
duced MA beneficiary risk scores (which are
used to adjust base payments) by 3.41 per-
cent when calculating payment rates in 2010
and 2011. However, a Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) report, Medicare Advan-
tage: CMS Should Improve the Accuracy of
Risk Score Adjustments for Diagnostic Coding
Practices (January 12, 2012) found the Medi-
care program continues to overpay MA plans
despite the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services’ (CMS) effort to adjust pay-
ments to more accurately reflect the health
status of plan enrollees. GAO estimated that
in 2010, MA beneficiary risk scores were at
least 4.8 percent, and perhaps as much as 7.1
percent higher than they would have been if
the same beneficiaries had been continuously
enrolled in traditional Medicare. GAO rec-
ommended that CMS take additional steps to
improve the accuracy of these scores and es-
timated that the recommended methodological
improvements would have saved the Medicare
program $1.2 to $3.1 billion in MA plan pay-
ments in 2010 alone.

My legislation implements the GAO rec-
ommendations by codifying and phasing in the
higher coding intensity adjustment over sev-
eral years to prevent disruption in the market.
The policy in this legislation would culminate
in a 7.1 percent downward adjustment by
2019. GAO’s findings indicate that a coding
adjustment of up to 7.1 percent is warranted
now and would yield billions of dollars in fed-
eral savings.

Under current law, CMS makes advanced
capitated payments to Medicare Advantage
plans at the beginning of every month for each
beneficiary enrolled in their plan. MA plans
often then invest these Medicare funds in in-
terest-bearing accounts until the money is
needed to pay for services. Current law does
not prohibit Medicare Advantage plans from
retaining the investment income on the pre-
payments. However, the HHS Office of In-
spector General (OIG) points to the Federal
Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP)
as a model, noting that in contrast to Medicare
Advantage, insurance companies’ ability to
earn investment income is limited under
FEHBP. The HHS OIG conducted audits in
2000 and 2011 and concluded that if Medicare
delayed pre-payments to Medicare Advantage
plans by 46 days (similar to FEHPB), the
Medicare Part A and B trust funds would have
earned $450 million in interest income in Cal-
endar Year 2007—rather than allowing that in-
terest income to go to private health insurance
plans. The Inspector General recommended
that the Medicare program follow the FEHBP
policy of delaying pre-payments to Medicare
Advantage plans.

My legislation implements the Inspector
General’'s recommendations by phasing-in a
delay in the payments to Medicare Advantage
plans. Taken together, these two policies will
save federal taxpayers more than $20 billion
while protecting beneficiary access to Medi-
care Advantage plans.

The Medicare Advantage Program Integrity
Act has been endorsed by the Medicare
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Rights Center, the Center for Medicare Advo-
cacy, AFL-CIO, Families USA, the National
Committee to Preserve Social Security and
Medicare and the Alliance for Retired Ameri-
cans. This is a commonsense piece of legisla-
tion that attacks waste at its source and im-
proves the program without hurting real peo-
ple. I urge all of my colleagues to support the
bill.

——————
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the life and service of Marine Corps
Captain Michael Quin, who tragically lost his
life, along with others, during the final training
mission before his unit’s scheduled deploy-
ment to Afghanistan. Captain Quin is a native
of Purcellville, Virginia where his parents, Brad
and Betsy still reside.

Captain Quin graduated from Loudoun Val-
ley High School and received an appointment
to the United States Naval Academy, where
he graduated in 2006. Michael went on to suc-
cessfully complete flight school and receive
his wings in 2008, graduating at the top of his
flight school class. Michael rose quickly as a
pilot from 2nd Lieutenant to Captain and was
in command of a helicopter.

On February 22, Captain Quin was con-
ducting a training mission at the Yuma Train-
ing Range Complex in Arizona when his heli-
copter collided with another, killing six out of
the seven pilots in his squadron. Captain Quin
was remembered by the commanding officer
and gunnery sergeant of the 3rd Marine Air-
craft Wing as “one of those rare young cap-
tains” who inspired admiration from all those
with whom he served.

Captain Quin’s service has been reported
on by the Leesburg Today, which | submit for
the record, as well as the Loudoun Times Mir-
ror, Purcellvile Gazette, and the Blue Ridge
Leader. Captain Quin was honored by resi-
dents of Purcellvile when his body made the
return trip from Arizona to Reagan National
Airport and finally back home to his family.
Marines old and young, police, firefighters,
and Boy and Girl Scouts turned out to show
their respects for Captain Quin and to show
support for his parents, siblings and fiancée.

Captain Quin was an example of leadership
and patriotism of which we all can be proud.
He chose to serve his country during ex-
tremely difficult times and was prepared to
wear the uniform of the United States Marine
Corps into battle to protect his family and his
country. That he lost his life in service to his
country is a testament to his bravery.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the thoughts and
prayers of the full House of Representatives
go out to the Quin family as they honor the
exceptional life of their son, Marine Corps
Captain Michael Quin.

CAPT. QUIN REMEMBERED: “HE WAS THE BEST”

The tragic impacts of the nation’s war ef-
fort again are being felt in Loudoun, with
the death of U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Michael
Quin. The Purcellville resident and 2002
Loudoun Valley High School graduate was
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