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CELEBRATING PASTOR EDWARD L.
BRANCH AND THE CONGREGA-
TION OF THIRD NEW HOPE BAP-
TIST CHURCH IN DETROIT,
MICHIGAN

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Pastor Edward L. Branch and the
congregation of Third New Hope Baptist
Church in Detroit, Michigan on the occasion of
its 56th anniversary.

Over 50 vyears ago, Deacon John
Cunningham and residents of Detroit came to-
gether in the fellowship of Christ to carry out
the work of the Lord. Under its first leader,
Pastor John L. Davis, the congregation found
its first home on Carpenter Street in Detroit.
As a testament to Pastor Davis’ focus on mis-
sionary and outreach programs which guided
lost souls, the congregation prospered and
grew so extensively that Third New Hope had
to move to a bigger space on Russell Street.

Following the departure of Pastor Davis in
1961, Third New Hope came under the min-
istry of Reverend G.P. Chapman. Reverend
Chapman led the congregation with great pas-
sion, kindness and a strong conviction of faith.
As a true servant to the Lord and his commu-
nity, he was known as a compassionate man
that, “would give you the shirt off his back.”
Under his guide, Third New Hope created a
youth choir, usher board, nurses guild, and
more social outreach programs. Again, in rec-
ognition of the strong spiritual bond of the con-
gregation to its community, Third New Hope
saw its congregation expand and had to find
a new, larger home on Linwood Street.

In 1977, after 16 years of service, Reverend
Chapman retired and the call to lead Third
New Hope was heeded by Pastor Edward L.
Branch. A young, energetic and spiritually in-
spired leader, Pastor Branch placed renewed
emphasis on the fellowship of the congrega-
tion and serving the needs of the community.
Under his tenure, the congregation expanded
its outreach with the Heritage Center for Afri-
can American Religious Studies, Men’s and
Women’s Ministry, Marriage Ministry and Pas-
toral Care. In addition to moving to its current
site on Plymouth Road in Detroit, Pastor
Branch led a campaign to raise money for a
community center, paved three parking lots
near the church, established The Watchmen
(a ministry of men who are aimed at protecting
the community from harm) and expanded the
church to a second location, the Third New
Hope West Campus.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the accomplishments of
the congregation of Third New Hope Baptist
Church in Detroit. Today, Third New Hope’s
two locations provide Metro-Detroit residents
with spiritual guidance and vital social serv-
ices. Over its 56-year history, the Church and
its congregation’s profound impact have been
felt across our communities. | know that Third
New Hope will continue to prosper under the
leadership of Pastor Branch and | wish him
and the congregation many more years of vi-
brant spiritual fellowship in Christ and service
to the community.
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PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system places
on the health care delivery system:

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair, | rise
today to recuse myself from consideration of
H.R. 5, the Protecting Access to Healthcare,
PATH, Act.

| have long supported medical liability re-
form as a way to control rising health care
costs and save taxpayer money. | also have
deep concerns regarding the establishment of
the Independent Payment Advisory Board and
the potential it has to restrict access to health
care services. However, because of my hold-
ings in at least two corporations that would
benefit directly if H.R. 5 is enacted into law, |
have concerns that my involvement could
present a conflict with my private economic af-
fairs. While my participation in legislative con-
sideration of H.R. 5 would not appear to vio-
late current House Rules and established
precedent, | want to dispel any appearance of
conflict. | therefore recuse myself from consid-
eration of this legislation.

SUPPORT OF H. RES. 568

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Res. 568, a bipartisan resolu-
tion reaffirming U.S. resolve to prevent Iran
from acquiring nuclear weapons capability. |
co-sponsored this resolution because of the
critical importance to U.S. national security
and regional stability to deny Iranian nuclear
weapon capability through every diplomatic
tool and pressure to avoid resorting to military
force.

Reports of progress in Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram have been disconcerting. The November
2011 International Atomic Energy Agency re-
port presented “serious concerns regarding
possible military dimensions to Iran’s nuclear
programme” and asserted that “Iran has car-
ried out activities relevant to the development
of a nuclear device.”

There would be devastating consequences
for a nation that has threatened Israel’s exist-
ence and poses significant security threats to
its neighbors to acquire nuclear weapons. As
President Obama said during his January 24,
2012 State of the Union Address, “Let there
be no doubt: America is determined to prevent
Iran from getting a nuclear weapon.”

Since | entered Congress in 2007, | have
stood firmly against nuclear proliferation to
Iran. In 2010, | co-sponsored and supported
through passage the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act,
which enacted sanctions against companies
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investing in Iran’s energy sector. In addition, |
am a cosponsor of legislation to expand sanc-
tions against Iran, the Iran Threat Reduction
Act (H.R. 1905).

It has been under President Obama’s lead-
ership and reinvigorated cooperation with al-
lies and other nations that has ramped up the
pressure to deny Iran weapons capability.
President Obama entered office with the inter-
national effort to challenge Iran divided and in
shambles. Immediately, the President rallied
the international community to apply pressure
in conjunction with the United States as a dip-
lomatic force multiplier. Russia and China
joined in a 2010 the U.N. Security Council
comprehensive sanctions effort. These sanc-
tions slowed the Iranian nuclear program and
have levied damaging effects on the Iranian
economy. The coalition held as we expanded
a sanctions offensive against Iran’s Central
Bank and their oil exports.

These efforts make it clear that Iran must
change its recent behavior and instead fulffill
its obligations under the Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty. The longer it takes Iran to change
its course, the further cut-off it will grow dip-
lomatically and the more strangled its econ-
omy will become. Now we must expand these
efforts to increase sanctions, further isolate
Iran, and explore every outlet to undermine
the Iranian regime politically and seek real
change in that country’s leadership and polit-
ical direction.

This resolution communicates Congres-
sional unity with the Administration and deter-
mination to the international community to
maximize every diplomatic and economic tool
available to pressure and deny Iran nuclear
weapon capability. To be clear, other op-
tions—such as the use of United States mili-
tary force against Iran—require the deliberate
and thoughtful consideration of this Congress,
a power which | believe this resolution clearly
preserves. | am co-sponsoring this resolution
to continue our nation’s effective, ratcheting
pressure to force Iran on a new path and to
avoid a subsequent request from the Adminis-
tration some day to authorize the use of mili-
tary force against Iran.

———

HONORING LONG-TIME LOS ANGE-
LES RESIDENT AND DEDICATED
COMMUNITY SERVANT: MS.
IRENE PORTILLO

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize a great loss to our community, Ms.
Irene Portillo, who passed away on March 13,
2012, after a valiant battle with cancer. My
heart goes out to her two children, Desiree
Portillo Rabinov and Darren Rae Portillo; her
son-in-law, Paul Rabinov; her grandchildren
Paloma Irene and David Darren Rabinov; her
brothers Henry Jr., Armando, Mario and Arturo
Esparza; her nieces and nephews; and all of
her family and friends.

Irene was an extraordinary citizen of the city
and county of Los Angeles. Born and raised in
East Los Angeles and Boyle Heights, she led
a life dedicated to community service and im-
proving the lives of her fellow Angelinos.
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Ms. Portillo’s most lasting legacy was her
service as founding member and Executive Di-
rector of Project Amiga, a non-profit, commu-
nity based organization that provides edu-
cation and computer training, support services,
job placement and other assistance to at-risk
youth and adults in Los Angeles County. Irene
personally oversaw Project Amiga’s training
programs, and mentored many Welfare to
Work participants and at-risk youth to help im-
prove their lives and become self-sufficient.

Irene truly loved her community. Not only
did she create a whole new organization in
Project Amiga to provide badly needed sup-
port services for our most economically dis-
advantaged and vulnerable populations, but
she also dedicated much of her life to edu-
cating and molding our youth. She did this
through many different avenues, as a tenured
instructor at Rio Hondo College and as a
Presidential Appointee on the National Advi-
sory Councils on Vocational Education and
Women’s Educational Programs.

Irene also worked hard to give folks a sec-
ond chance at life, as the first Hispanic
woman to manage one of the largest Cali-
fornia State Employment Development Depart-
ment offices. Through the EDD, she worked
with felons recently released from the penal
system and transitioning back into the commu-
nity. Irene received many awards for her work,
from L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Sec-
retary of Labor Hilda Solis and many others.

| urge my House colleagues to join me in
honoring Ms. Irene Portillo for her record of
community service, her indomitable spirit and
her remarkable service and contributions to
her community and to our nation.

——

RECOGNIZING GILBERT HOLMES,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE
ACLU OF INDIANA, FOR A LIFE
OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on
the occasion of his retirement, | would like to
congratulate Gilbert Holmes for a lifetime of
trailblazing leadership and devoted public
service.

From humble roots growing up in Sparta, II-
linois, Gil ascended to the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel in the U.S. Army, where he served
valiantly for twenty years, including in Vietnam
and as aide-de-camp to Major General Fred-
eric Davison.

Upon leaving the service, Gil applied his or-
ganizational acumen with venerable Hoosier
organizations, including the Indianapolis Mu-
seum of Art, Methodist Hospital, and Lincoln
National Corporation.

From 1989 to 1996, Gil rendered distin-
guished public service as Commissioner of the
Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles, and later,
as President and CEO of IndyGo.

Gil's career culminated in his selection as
executive director of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Indiana, where he has served
ably for the past three years as both steward
and advocate.

Gil has spent his life combating prejudice,
proving skeptics wrong, and empowering
those with whom he works to achieve great
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things. On March 31, 2012, Gil will retire, leav-
ing behind a legacy of lives bettered by his
mentorship and leadership. On behalf of the
7th Congressional District of Indiana, | wish
him well in his retirement and extend to him
our gratitude for his commitment to his fellow
Hoosiers and to the advancement of civil
rights for all.

———————

PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. LEE TERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system places
on the health care delivery system:

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chair, | support full repeal
of the Independent Payment Advisory Board.
The health reform law takes away power that
has traditionally been left to Congress, and
places health care decisions in the hands of
an unelected, board of bureaucrats.

Unfortunately, the House has decided to at-
tach a bipartisan bill to repeal the IPAB, with
legislation that is unconstitutional and | believe
a federalization of our tort reform system. This
is a blatant violation of Article 1, Section 8 and
a violation of the 10th Amendment.

Tort law is an area of law traditionally left
completely to states discretion. In fact, it's one
of the few rights left to the states. Most states
have implemented some form of medical liabil-
ity laws. It is not the federal government’s role
to say that one state’s laws are better than an-
other’'s or even mandate one state’s beliefs on
another.

Many of us believe the health reform law is
a government takeover of our health care sys-
tem. If one considers themself to be a true
state’s rights person, why do we give states
the latitude and ability to do it, and then take
it away with a one-size-fits all mandate from
the federal government.

TRIBUTE TO PETE P. PETERS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to the life of one of our Nation’s most prin-
cipled and generous business leaders, Mr.
Pete P. Peters. Sadly, Mr. Peters passed
away on March 13, 2012 at the age of 94. His
remarkable impact on California’s San Joaquin
Valley will ensure that his legacy lives on for
years to come.

The son of Armenian immigrants, Pete was
truly a shining example of the American
Dream. With hard work and perseverance, he
and his family were able to become business
leaders and generous community benefactors.

Mr. Peters, and his brother Leon, were both
notable entrepreneurs; he was a self-trained
engineer who pioneered a design for a stain-
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less steel circular tanks that have been used
for decades by winemakers worldwide. His in-
novative spirit and passion allowed the broth-
ers to run Valley Foundry and Machine Works
as a family operation.

Upon his retirement in 1989, Mr. Peters im-
mersed himself in our community and was ac-
tive in a number of organizations. He oversaw
the Leon S. Peters Foundation and served as
chairman of the Pete P. Peters Foundation.
While he did not have the opportunity to go to
college, Mr. Peters was an ardent advocate
for higher education and felt it was necessary
for young Americans have the opportunity to
go to college, regardless of their financial cir-
cumstances. As a result, he was an enthusi-
astic supporter of colleges and universities in
the San Joaquin Valley, including: California
State University, Fresno (CSU Fresno), Fres-
no City College, and Reedley College.

Mr. Peters was also a supporter of Commu-
nity Regional Medical Center, Valley Public
Television, the San Joaquin River Parkway
and Conservation Trust, and the San Joaquin
Valley Winemaking Association. His numerous
gifts to our Valley enhanced thousands of
lives.

Recognizing his immense contributions to
the San Joaquin Valley, California, and our
Nation, CSU Fresno conferred on him an hon-
orary doctoral degree—the CSU’s highest
honor.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the life of Mr. Pete P. Peters.
His humility and unwavering commitment to
the improvement of our community not only
made him an asset to the San Joaquin Valley,
but a role model for our entire Nation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, un-
fortunately, | was unable to cast my vote on
H.R. 886, which would request Treasury to
mint coins in commemoration of the 225th an-
niversary of the establishment of the United
States Marshal Service. Had | been able to, |
would have cast an “aye” vote in favor of the
legislation.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
on January 20, 2009, the day President
Obama took office, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $15,574,428,564,198.34. We've
added $4,947,551,515,285.26 to our debt in 3
years. This is debt our nation, our economy,
and our children could have avoided with a
balanced budget amendment.
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