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make him well qualified to join the
U.S. District Court.

Judge Nuffer has also worked to pro-
mote the rule of law internationally, as
a consultant and lecturer with the
Ukraine Rule of Law Project. I was
pleased last year to meet with a group
of judges from Ukraine who were in the
United States, both Washington and in
Utah, as part of this educational pro-
gram. Our independent judicial system
and commitment to the rule of law is
unparalleled anywhere in the world.

I also want to note Judge Nuffer’s ef-
forts to promote access to the courts
through technology. He has definitely
been ahead of the curve on this issue.
Back in the 1990s, Judge Nuffer di-
rected the Utah Electronic Law Project
and served on the Utah Supreme
Court’s Ad Hoc Committee on Access
to Electronic Court Records. As Chair-
man of the Senate Republican High-
Tech Task Force, I appreciate how
such cutting edge efforts can benefit
all Americans at low cost.

As I travel throughout Utah talking
to lawyers and judges, the unanimous
opinion is that Judge Nuffer has the
experience, temperament, and integ-
rity to be a great Federal judge. It was
no surprise when the American Bar As-
sociation unanimously gave him its
highest rating. I thank my colleagues
for their support of this fine nominee.

Mr. LEAHY. I would note, on this
side, at least—I know we have to have
a rollcall on this first nominee. I will
have no objection if there are voice
votes on the next two. That would be
up to others. But on the first one I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

All time is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
David Nuffer, of Utah, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of Utah.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Nevada (Mr. HELLER) and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 96,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 57 Ex.]

YEAS—96
Akaka Cantwell Enzi
Alexander Cardin Feinstein
Ayotte Carper Franken
Barrasso Casey Gillibrand
Baucus Chambliss Graham
Begich Coats Grassley
Bennet Coburn Hagan
Bingaman Cochran Harkin
Blumenthal Collins Hatch
Blunt Conrad Hoeven
Boozman Coons Hutchison
Boxer Corker Inhofe
Brown (MA) Cornyn Inouye
Brown (OH) Crapo Isakson
Burr Durbin Johanns
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Johnson (SD) Merkley Schumer
Johnson (WI) Mikulski Sessions
Kerry Moran Shaheen
Klobuchar Murkowski Shelby
Kohl Murray Snowe
Kyl Nelson (NE) Stabenow
Landrieu Nelson (FL) Tester
Lautenberg Paul Thune
Leahy Portman Toomey
Levin Pryor Udall (CO)
Lieberman Reed Udall (NM)
Lugar Reid Vitter
Manchin Risch Warner
McCain Roberts Webb
McCaskill Rockefeller Whitehouse
McConnell Rubio Wicker
Menendez Sanders Wyden
NAYS—2

DeMint Lee

NOT VOTING—2
Heller Kirk

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be now be
2 minutes of debate equally divided
prior to a vote in relation to the
Abrams nomination.

Who yields time?

The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Madam President, we ex-
pect this to be the last vote. I am told
that we have worked something out so
the next judge we can do by voice. This
will be the last vote of the week.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Presi-
dent, I am honored to offer my strong
support for the nomination of Ronnie
Abrams to the United States District
Court for the Southern District of New
York. I also want to thank President
Obama for acting on my recommenda-
tion and nominating another superbly
qualified woman jurist to the Federal
bench.

I have had the privilege of knowing
Ms. Abrams for many years. I know her
as a fairminded woman of great integ-
rity. Throughout her distinguished
legal career, she has proven herself as
an exceptional attorney. As Deputy
Chief of the Criminal Division for the
United States Attorney’s Office of the
Southern District of New York, she su-
pervised hundreds of prosecutions, in-
cluding violent crime, organized crime,
white-collar crime, public corruption,
drug trafficking, and crimes against
children.

Her record shows her commitment to
justice. I can tell you she has a deep
and sincere commitment to public
service. There is no question that Ms.
Abrams is extremely well qualified and
well suited to be a Federal judge.

I strongly believe our Nation needs
more women such as her serving on the
Federal judiciary, an institution that I
believe needs more exceptional women.
I believe it is incredibly important
that we do reach the point of balance
in the judiciary. I recommend her most
highly.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SANDERS). Who yields time in opposi-
tion?

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr.
yield back our time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
is yielded back.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
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Ronnie Abrams, of New York, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of New York?

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Nevada (Mr. HELLER) and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 96,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 58 Ex.]

YEAS—96
Akaka Franken Moran
Alexander Gillibrand Murkowski
Ayotte Graham Murray
Barrasso Grassley Nelson (NE)
Baucus Hagan Nelson (FL)
Begich Harkin Paul
Bennet Hatch Portman
Bingaman Hoeven Pryor
Blumenthal Hutchison Reed
Blunt Inhofe Reid
Boozman Inouye Risch
Boxer Isakson Roberts
Brown (MA) Johanns Rockefeller
Brown (OH) Johnson (SD) Rubio
Burr Johnson (WI) Sanders
Cantwell Kerry Schumer
Cardin Klobuchar Sessions
Carper Kohl Shaheen
Casey Kyl Shelby
Chambliss Landrieu Snowe
Coats Lautenberg Stabenow
Coburn Leahy Tester
Cochran Levin Thune
Collins Lieberman Toomey
Conrad Lugar Udall (CO)
Coons Manchin Udall (NM)
Corker McCain Vitter
Cornyn McCaskill Warner
Crapo McConnell Webb
Durbin Menendez Whitehouse
Enzi Merkley Wicker
Feinstein Mikulski Wyden

NAYS—2
DeMint Lee

NOT VOTING—2

Heller Kirk

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the nomina-
tion of Rudolph Contreras, of Virginia,
to be United States District Judge for
the District of Columbia.

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

REPEAL BIG OIL TAX SUBSIDIES
ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 337, S. 2204.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
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