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dressed without a penguin—the frozen food
marketing symbol—whether it be a tie, a pin,
socks or a hat. He was recognized by this in-
dustry with numerous awards throughout his
lifetime.

In more recent years, Murray directed his
focus toward philanthropic work. His energy
and creative thinking had a major impact on
anything he undertook, particularly in his
hometown of New Haven. Active in both the
local Jewish community, as well as his Alma
Mater, Quinnipiac University, Murray’s influ-
ence can be seen throughout the city, which
has recognized him with a school playground
in his name, the ADL Torch of Liberty Award,
and an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
from Quinnipiac University, to name a few.

Murray Lender was an extraordinary human
being and | consider myself fortunate to have
called him my friend. He leaves such a legacy
that we celebrate, even as we mourn his
passing. | extend my deepest sympathies to
his wife, Gillie; his children, daughter Haris
and her husband, Evan, and sons Carl and
Jay, grandchildren Olivia, Adam, Jessie,
Raquel, Sheva, Julian, Diego, and Claudia, as
well as his brother Marvin and his wife
Helaine. We can see the unfailing smile in the
face of adversity and all his work that carries
on. He lit up the world. We will miss him.

——

TWO YEARS LATER, HEALTH CARE
LAW’S BROKEN PROMISES CON-
TINUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today the Supreme Court
will begin hearing oral arguments on
the constitutionality of the President’s
health care overhaul, the so-called Af-
fordable Care Act of 2010.

While the Court is still months away
from this decision, in many ways the
verdict has already been cast by count-
less American families and small busi-
nesses negatively impacted by the law.

In 2007, then-Speaker NANCY PELOSI
suggested: ‘“We have to pass the bill so
you can find out what’s in it.”

Two years since passage, American
families have found out the hard way
with increased taxes, looming regula-
tions, and a slew of broken promises
from fictitious cost controls to limita-
tions on consumer choice.

Most recently, the nonpartisan Con-
gressional Budget Office served a dev-
astating blow to President Obama’s
most frequently used tagline: “If you
like your present coverage, you can
keep it.”

The CBO report suggested there will
be a net loss of employer-based insur-
ance coverage between 3 and 5 million
people per year from 2019 to 2022. This
has the potential for 20 million Ameri-
cans to lose their insurance coverage
over just a 4-year span.

On the first anniversary of the Af-
fordable Care Act, I joined the U.S.
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee for a congressional field hearing
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in order
to review the law’s impact throughout
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the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
During the hearing, Pennsylvania’s
acting insurance commissioner, Mi-
chael Consedine, testified that new
mandates on insurance coverage had
resulted in premium increases of up to
9 percent.

These figures mirror the mnational
trend as outlined in a recent study by
the Kaiser Family Foundation. The
Kaiser report shows that the average
annual premium for family coverage
through an employer reached $15,073 in
2011, an increase of 9 percent over the
previous year. This is a far cry from
Barack Obama’s 2008 proposition that
his law would cut family premiums by
$2,500 before the conclusion of his first
term in office.

President Obama had also promised
that he will not sign a health care plan
that adds one dime toward deficits ei-
ther now or in the future. However, an
honest accounting of the health care
law finds that it will increase the def-
icit by hundreds of billions of dollars in
the first 10 years alone.

Former Congressional Budget Office
Director Douglas Holtz-Eakin has tes-
tified the law will increase the deficit
by at least $500 billion in its first 10
years and more than $1.5 trillion over
the decade thereafter.

At a time of severe budgetary con-
straints, there’s only one place to turn
in order to keep up with this spending:
the wallets of Americans, in the form
of tax increases.

Having spent almost 30 years in the
nonprofit health care field, I am acute-
ly aware of the challenges many face
when it comes to obtaining reasonably
priced health care.

While many of us agree there are por-
tions of the law that are beneficial,
such as the ability of adult dependent
children up to age 26 to stay on their
parents’ insurance, the elimination of
excluding those with preexisting condi-
tions from the plan and the expansion
of low-cost clinics into underserved
areas, the approach of the Affordable
Care Act is fundamentally flawed. The
law places Uncle Sam between doctors
and patients when it should be the
American people, not Washington bu-
reaucrats, determining the kind of
health care coverage that best suits
their needs.

Over the past 2 years, as the regula-
tions have rolled out and the American
people continue to learn what really is
in the law, the broken promises have
continued to pile up, weighing on the
backs of small businesses and families.
That’s why we must repeal the law and
toss out the negatives; move forward
with reforms that actually lower costs
without sacrificing quality and liberty.

This week, just blocks away from
this Chamber, the Supreme Court will
hear arguments on the constitu-
tionality of this law. While the Court’s
decision is months away, the verdict
has already been cast by the countless
American families and small busi-
nesses in congressional districts across
this great country that simply cannot

March 26, 2012

afford the so-called Affordable Care
Act.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. STUTZMAN) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day. We use this mo-
ment to be reminded of Your presence
and to tap the resources needed by the
men and women of this assembly to do
their work as well as it can be done.
May they be led by Your spirit in the
decisions they make. May they possess
Your power as they steady themselves
amid the pressures of persistent prob-
lems.

The issues facing our Nation this
week are monumental to us, but a part
of the long history of political and pol-
icy debate that have created a great
narrative of participative democracy.
Send Your spirit of wisdom to the Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court, as well as
the Members who serve in this people’s
House, that the rulings and bills that
lead forward might prove to be bene-
ficial to our Nation and its people.

And may all that is done this day be
for Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from the Northern Mariana
Islands (Mr. SABLAN) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. SABLAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

SUPREME COURT OBAMACARE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today, the
Supreme Court began its deliberations
on the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act. Clearly, with 3 days of
deliberations, this is the most impor-
tant case the Court has considered in
decades.

I had the pleasure of being able to at-
tend this morning’s deliberations con-
sidering whether the Court should rule
immediately or wait until the pen-
alties are assessed a few years from
now. Tomorrow, they will consider the
heart of the matter, whether the Con-
stitution allows the government to
compel individuals to purchase health
insurance—the so-called ‘‘individual
mandate.”

At this time, it is critical to remem-
ber that the Supreme Court is not the
only body charged with protecting and
defending the United States Constitu-
tion. This Congress, we’ve been work-
ing to restore rights to the American
people. We have passed legislation to
fully repeal this law, to eliminate
many of its harmful provisions, and to
defund irresponsible spending.

No matter how the Court rules, we
must continue the fight to restore our
constitutional liberties.

———

HONORING 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF
MARIANAS VARIETY

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, 40 years
ago, on March 16, 1972, a young couple
in the Northern Mariana Islands, Abed
E. Younis and Maria Paz Castro
Younis, wrote, edited, printed, and dis-
tributed the very first issue of the Mar-
ianas Variety News & Views, now the
oldest local newspaper on our islands.

The Variety provides its readers with
extensive local news and views. It also
carries reports of the region, the
United States, the world, as well as in-
teresting and in-depth feature stories
and a thought-provoking opinion sec-
tion.

These days, the community served by
the Variety has expanded beyond the
shores of the Northern Marianas. The
paper is published and circulated lo-
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cally, regionally, nationally, inter-
nationally, and online. For its journal-
istic excellence, the Variety is the win-
ner of numerous awards.

The Variety is also a strong commu-
nity partner, contributing to numerous
nonprofit organizations, events and ac-
tivities, and encouraging those inter-
ested in the business and craft of jour-
nalism and publishing.

Please join me in congratulating
Abed and Paz Younis, their family, and
all of their past and current employees
and colleagues at the Marianas Variety
News & Views for the newspaper’s 40
years of service to our community.

————
OBAMACARE DESTROYS JOBS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today marks an extremely
important day in our Nation’s history.
The Supreme Court is scheduled to
begin hearing oral arguments on the
constitutionality of the President’s
government health care takeover legis-
lation that was forced upon the Amer-
ican people by the President and his
liberal allies, in a liberal-controlled
Congress, by deals and kickbacks.

Several weeks ago, the Congressional
Budget Office released a report that
ObamaCare will destroy almost 1 mil-
lion jobs from our current workforce.
According to a recent Gallup poll, 85
percent of small business owners are
not hiring due to the government regu-
lations and rising health care costs im-
posed by the Big Government mandate
restricting freedom. America’s largest
association of small businesses, the Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
ness, estimates 1.6 million jobs will be
eliminated.

House Republicans have voted to re-
peal ObamaCare 26 times. With a
record unemployment rate of over 8
percent for the last 3 years, it is nec-
essary for the President and Congress
to enact laws providing for job creation
through private sector growth rather
than supporting legislation that de-
stroys jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

CONGRATULATING JAMES
CAMERON

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, filmmaker
James Cameron is known for capti-
vating us with his great films like ‘“Av-
atar,” ‘“‘Aliens,” ‘“The Abyss,” and ‘‘Ti-
tanic.” But yesterday, he really fas-
cinated and captivated the world. He
went down 36,000 feet under the sea to
the lowest, deepest part of the world in
a ship that he designed over the last 7
years privately—a 24-foot capsule—
that took him down to visit and learn
about the deep recesses of the sea.
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Eighty percent of the world’s bio-
sphere is under the sea. We know less
about that than we know about the
Moon’s surface. James Cameron, with
the help of National Geographic and
Rolex as a sponsor, and his friend, Mr.
Allen, took that voyage and showed
what man can do when he has curiosity
and bravery. His activities that took a
6-hour trip to the bottom of the sea re-
mind me of Charles Lindbergh, an indi-
vidual who conquered new territories
and opened up new vistas.

Before that, nobody had been that
deep since 1960. They were there for 20
minutes, and they didn’t see much. He
was there for 6 hours. He’s going to
bring back a lot of information about
the sea and about sea life. I thank him
for his work. I congratulate him. The
fulfillment of his dream sparks the
imagination of the world and chal-
lenges us to explore our own creativity
and ingenuity.

I thank Mr. Cameron for his courage,
his imagination, and his daring.

——————

COMMENDING PRESIDENT
OBAMA’S COMMITMENT TO
AMERICA’S AUTO INDUSTRY

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
3 years ago, the American auto indus-
try was on the verge of collapse, and
millions of American jobs were in jeop-
ardy.

When President Obama decided to
rescue the American auto industry,
many critics opposed him. But, today,
the auto industry is resurging thanks
to the tough decisions our President
made in times of economic crisis.

President Obama stood by the Amer-
ican business community and our auto
industry. As a result of his firm com-
mitment and demonstration of leader-
ship, jobs were saved. Some 1.4 million
jobs were going to be lost up and down
the supply chain of the auto industry if
President Obama had not taken action
to provide for the needs of millions of
American families at a time of such
great economic insecurity in our Na-
tion. And now it’s paying off. The auto
industry has added more than 200,000
jobs in the last 2V2 years.

Last but not least, General Motors
Company is once again the world’s top
auto manufacturer. In 2011, profits
were $7.6 billion, its largest ever.

Mr. Speaker, I commend President
Obama for the bold decisions he made
to rescue our Nation’s auto industry,
and I thank him for standing with our
country’s workers and for leading our
Nation out of the most serious eco-
nomic recession since the Great De-
pression of 1929.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one
of his secretaries.
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