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U.S. COMMISSION ON INTER-

NATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to thank Nina 
Shea, Dr. Don Argue, Dr. Richard Land, Dr. 
Elizabeth H. Prodromou and Felice Gaer for 
their service on the U.S. Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom (USCIRF). These 
commissioners have made significant contribu-
tions to USCIRF’s work on behalf of the cher-
ished right of freedom of religion or belief, in-
cluding its deeper integration into U.S. foreign 
policy and national security. Since its incep-
tion, the commission has served as a voice for 
the voiceless, championing the plight of those 
whose most basic rights are threatened. 

I would especially like to recognize the tire-
less efforts of Nina Shea, who has served on 
the commission since its creation. As a stal-
wart advocate, prolific writer and subject mat-
ter expert, Nina has played an invaluable role 
on the commission and her leadership will be 
sorely missed. She was at the forefront of 
much of the commission’s work on Sudan and 
she took a prominent role in shining a bright 
light on extremist Wahhabi ideology coming 
out of Saudi Arabia. Early on, Nina recognized 
the precarious plight of religious minorities, no-
tably Christians in the Middle East, and sought 
to develop policy recommendations that would 
ensure their continued existence and flour-
ishing in the lands they have inhabited for 
centuries. 

As director of the Center for Religious Free-
dom and a senior fellow at the Hudson Insti-
tute, Nina will undoubtedly continue fighting 
the good fight on behalf of persecuted people 
worldwide. 
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TO HONOR AND CONGRATULATE 
LUMBERTON FIRE AND EMS ON 
THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and congratulate Lumberton 
Fire and EMS on their 50th Anniversary. 

Now 53 members strong, the proud ranks of 
the Lumberton Fire and EMS paid full and 
part-time EMS are preparing to grow again 
thanks to the leadership of Fire Chief James 
K. Philp and his team of operational officers 
and of course, organization President David 
Grass, Jr. 

On Saturday, March 31, 2012, citizens from 
throughout Hardin County, Texas and Emer-
gency Services District 2 will gather to cele-
brate the half century of service and safety 
that these brave first responders have pro-
vided for the people of this beautiful Southeast 
Texas community. 

Serving some of the fastest growing com-
munities in Texas like the City of Lumberton 
and its surrounding region, the Lumberton Fire 
and EMS serves 25,000 citizens and covers 
122 square miles of territory. In 2011 alone, 
this Department responded to 2,102 calls for 
service. 

Chartered on April 2, 1962 under the name 
Chance-Loeb Volunteer Fire Department, this 
department grew into the Lumberton Volunteer 
Fire Department just six years later. 

In 1998, the name changed to Lumberton 
Fire/Rescue Services and then in 2003, the 
department began working in tandem with the 
EMS department in order to better serve the 
citizens of Lumberton and the surrounding 
community. 

The two groups started the long process of 
merging both non-profit, tax exempt depart-
ments into one stronger, unified organization 
near the end of 2004. 

In February of 2005, Lumberton Volunteer 
Fire-Rescue and Lumberton Emergency Med-
ical Services were formally merged into the 
department we honor today—the Lumberton 
Fire & EMS. 

This is a department that has been there 
throughout wildfires, hurricanes, tropical 
storms and so much more. 

I am honored by their selfless service for 
these 50 golden years in the golden triangle. 
This is truly a significant milestone for this 
community and its dedicated firefighters, vol-
unteers, and citizens who show their commit-
ment every time someone calls 9-1-1 for help. 
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CDLS FOR VETERANS ACT 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, as our men and 
women return from the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, we have a duty to honor their sac-
rifice and service. They are returning to an 
economy that has not yet fully recovered and, 
especially for those veterans under 35, they 
will face a higher rate of unemployment than 
the national average. 

These servicemen and women come home 
with valuable experience and training, but 
often find that there is a disconnect between 
their service and requirements for employment 
in the civilian world. These men and women 
should not be forced to start over in their train-
ing for good-paying jobs like commercial truck 
driving. 

The men and women who operated heavy 
machinery and combat vehicles come home 
with a wealth of knowledge and first hand ex-
perience. Our communities cannot afford to let 
this expertise go unused. Currently, if these 
professionals want to use their skills to be-
come professional drivers, they need to go 
through training for a Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense as if they had no experience at all. 

That is why I am introducing the ‘‘Commer-
cial Drivers Licenses for Veterans Act.’’ This 
legislation will provide grants to states to pro-
vide for the expedited training and licensing of 
veterans with prior experience operating heavy 
machinery and combat vehicles. 

By passing this bill, we will not only ensure 
that our communities have the professional 
drivers they need, but we will show the men 
and women who have served our country that 
we value their experience and expertise. 

ALICIA CHAVEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Alicia Chavez 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Alicia Chavez 
is an 8th grader at Moore Middle School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Alicia Cha-
vez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Alicia Chavez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 
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HONORING MS. MARY SCOTT 
RUSSELL 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month I rise today to 
honor Ms. Mary Scott Russell, a dedicated 
and committed individual to the community of 
South Florida. 

Ms. Russell, a native to Miami, is currently 
serving her fifth year as president of the 
Chamber of Commerce for Greater South 
Dade. She has served South Florida with dis-
tinction and admiration over the past two dec-
ades in various capacities. Ms. Russell served 
as the third female Mayor for the City of South 
Miami, Vice Mayor, Commissioner, and as 
chair of the City’s Environmental Review and 
Preservation Board. During her tenure as 
Mayor, she created the Junior Commission for 
Women, allowing young women in the com-
munity to participate in an advisory group to 
the Mayor and City Commission on issues that 
affect their gender and age group. 

Additionally, Ms. Russell was appointed 
President of the Miami Dade League of Cities, 
the fourth female leader of the organization in 
50 years. Her dedication to issues concerning 
children and the environment is evident 
through her service on the Board of the Chil-
dren’s trust, and on the Fairchild Palms Board 
of Directors over the past 7 years. 

Amongst her many roles and duties, she 
has found time to be a member of many orga-
nizations including, the General Obligation 
Bond Citizen Advisory Committee, Miami 
Dade College Center for Service Excellence 
Advisory Board, the College of Business and 
Technology Advisory Board, and the Informed 
Families South Miami Drug Free Coalition. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Ms. Mary Scott Russell. She is not only a 
great mother, friend, and servant to the com-
munity, but also a leader who dedicates count-
less hours to making a difference for those 
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