March 28, 2012

Grapes” campaign and boycott led by Cesar
Chavez and UFW was an omnipresent part of
my youth and of many of my colleagues serv-
ing here today.

We knew what it meant to not buy grapes
and not eat them, to feel proud of being part
of something bigger than ourselves, even if it
meant going without something we loved, or
answering curious questions from friends or
classmates. And for me, when victory came, it
was sweet—literally and figuratively—and my
small sacrifice seemed like the most powerful
thing in the world.

On the 85th anniversary of Cesar Chavez's
birth, we are reminded that his personal story
is one of transformation and legacy. He trans-
formed his early experiences from Sal Si
Puedes into “Si Se Puede”, “Yes, we can.”

Those words still ring true today, and serve
as a mantra of hope for millions of Americans
who seek fairness and equal treatment. Just
ask the President of the United States.

Mr. Speaker, today we reflect on Cesar
Chavez’s lifetime of advocacy in the pursuit of
social justice. Let us hope our legacy will be
as enduring as that of our beloved leader and
brother Cesar Chavez.

———
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year
during the month of March, we pay special
tribute to the accomplishments made by our
nation’s most distinguished women.

Today, | pay tribute to Denise Houlemard
Jones of Pasadena, California. A brilliant busi-
nesswoman with many years of experience,
Denise is a Management Consultant at DMJ
Consulting Services, a business she started,
where she provides advisory services to com-
panies, colleges, agencies and individuals.
She received a B.A. in Sociology and Eco-
nomics from the University of California, Los
Angeles, and a MBA from the University of
Southern California.

It is noteworthy to mention Denise’s unpar-
alleled volunteer service to the community,
which includes an impressive list of accom-
plishments. She has been a member of the
Los Angeles Chapter National Black MBA As-
sociation, National Association of Female Ex-
ecutives, Pasadena Talks, Points of View
Committee, Women At Work Young African
American Women’s Conference, Black Wom-
en’s Forum, City of Pasadena Intergroup Rela-
tions Advisory Committee, and the City’s
Recreation Commission, among others. Ms.
Jones has also been involved with the Com-
munity Health Alliance of Pasadena, CHAP,
serving as a founding member, acting as
President several times, and currently serving
on the Marketing Committee. Presently,
Denise is a member of the National Council of
Negro Women, Saint Andrew Catholic Church,
YWCA Pasadena—Foothill Valley, American
Association of University Women, City of
Pasadena Northwest Commission, and the
Pasadena Delta Foundation, Inc., where she
is a founding member.
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Along with being a successful career
woman, Ms. Jones has devoted countless
hours of her time volunteering for the Alkebu-
lan Cultural Center, American Institute for
Cancer Research, Foothill Unity Center Food
Pantry, and the Latino History Parade and Ja-
maica. She is also an annual fiesta volunteer
at Saint Andrew Catholic Church.

Some of the honors Ms. Jones has received
include the National Merit Award, the William
L. Blair Award for Service and Leadership, the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Leadership Award,
the YWCA Women of Excellence Award, and
the Women In Action’s “Wind Beneath Wings”
Award.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring a
remarkable woman of California’s 29th Con-
gressional District, Denise Houlemard Jones,
for her outstanding service to the community.

————
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Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Homeowners Tax Fairness
Act. In February of this year, the 49 state at-
torneys general announced that they had com-
pleted negotiations with the country’s five larg-
est mortgage servicers to settle claims arising
from mortgage fraud and wrongful fore-
closures. The settlement, which amounts to
over $25 billion is the largest settlement this
country has seen since the 1998 Master To-
bacco Settlement.

This historic settlement will allow hundreds
of thousands of distressed homeowners to
stay in their homes through enhanced loan
modifications and principal reduction, and it
will also provide payments to victims of unfair
foreclosure practices. Unfortunately, under
current law, those settlement payments would
subject the homeowners and servicemembers
who receive them to additional tax burdens.
For instance, homeowners receiving relief in
the form of mortgage debt forgiveness and di-
rect cash payments for wrongful foreclosure
could be subject to federal income tax. More-
over, additional tax would be owed on the
payments made to servicemembers who were
wrongfully foreclosed on while deployed over-
seas.

To prevent that injustice, the Homeowners
Tax Fairness Act would extend the exclusion
for debt forgiveness on a primary residence
throughout the term of the settlement agree-
ment, and exclude the relief payments from in-
come for homeowners and servicemembers.
This bill also considers the particularly egre-
gious actions taken by the five largest banks
in violation of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. Over the past three years, the five largest
servicers violated the law and wrongfully fore-
closed or overcharged mortgage interest on
servicemembers, many of whom were de-
ployed overseas in combat zones. Accord-
ingly, the Homeowners Tax Fairness Act not
only excludes this relief from income to
servicemembers, but denies these banks the
ability to deduct these payments from their
federal income taxes.

The estimated 1.7 million homeowners eligi-
ble to benefit from this settlement deserve to
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receive the full benefit of this relief—relief that
was negotiated in good faith by the states, the
banks, and the federal government. Collecting
federal income tax on relief for struggling
homeowners is not only bad policy, but is sim-
ply the wrong thing to do.

As we move forward from one of the worst
recessions in American history, we must be
vigilant and provide as much help to the
American people as possible. This bill will do
just that, and will ensure that our homeowners
and servicemembers get every bit of relief
they deserve.

——————
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to salute an admirable public servant and a
dear friend.

Ann Kaplan, a celebrated constituent from
the great state of New York, has served self-
lessly and diligently as a member of the Amer-
ican Red Cross Board of Governors since
2003 and next week will complete her third
and final term on the Board.

The American Red Cross depends upon ex-
perienced leadership that understands the sig-
nificant operational challenges it faces in deliv-
ering a full range of services each and every
day. From supporting the armed forces around
the world to safely supplying nearly half the
Nation’s blood supply to directly helping the
American public and businesses prepare for
and respond to over 70,000 disaster annually,
the American Red Cross Board of Governors
plays an integral role in developing effective
strategy for the organization.

During Ann Kaplan’s service on the Board
of Governors, the American Red Cross has
gone through an unprecedented internal trans-
formation including comprehensive govern-
ance reform resulting in bold changes that are
a model of corporate governance, and internal
restructuring in order to eliminate a significant
operating deficit, streamline operations, and
improve service delivery.

Ms. Kaplan has made significant contribu-
tions to the organization through her service
on the Board including leading the Board-di-
rected mandate to address the organization’s
operational and financial issues and to restruc-
ture the oversight of investments. Her service
on the Board includes the following leadership
positions: Vice Chair, Finance Committee
(2005-2006); Chair, Finance Committee
(2006-2008); Vice Chair, Compensation and
Management Development Committee (2009—
2012); Chair, Investment Committee (2010—
2012); and Vice Chairman of the Board
(2007-2012).

While Red Cross Board members normally
serve two terms, Ms. Kaplan served a third
term at the unanimous request of the Board
during a critical period because of her pas-
sionate and able leadership and financial ex-
pertise.

Ms. Kaplan has been a generous supporter
of the American Red Cross and has served
the organization in various other capacities in-
cluding Co-Chair of the Chairman’s Council,
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