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letters to the ayatollah. And let’s stand up,
united as Americans in saying we are for re-
gime change in Iran and we will take any
step necessary to stop Iran from becoming
nuclear. Thank you.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF MS. PAT JORDAN

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today in recognition of a dynamic lady who
has had a strong influence in promoting our
community’s cultural legacy. As we celebrate
the artistic achievement of our high school art-
ists at the annual Congressional Art Competi-
tion, it is appropriate to honor a patron of the
arts, Ms. Pat Jordan. She knows Kansas City,
Missouri, as this is where she grew up, attend-
ing Southeast High School in the heart of the
City. She obtained a degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri in Journalism, which gave her
the tools to investigate, promote and educate
what she loves most, the arts.

The rich cultural history of African Ameri-
cans who lived in a segregated Kansas City
during the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s can be traced
to the area centered on 18th and Vine. This is
where the black community lived, worked,
worshipped, and cultivated a unique lifestyle
preserved in the arts, education and sports of
the time. More than most, Pat realizes the im-
portance of preservation of an era that was in-
digenous to the area but with time has faded.
She understands that a culture uniquely Afri-
can American must not be allowed to fade.
Through the arts and education, this culture
will be revealed and celebrated along with to-
day’s artist who expresses their interest
through artistic discovery.

While | served on the Kansas City, Missouri
City Council and later as Mayor, my goal was
to preserve the history of 18th and Vine by re-
storing the area. This is when | met the enthu-
siastic Pat Jordan, who | enlisted to spear-
head the renovation of the Gem Theater. She
worked on the Gem Theater bond fund that
was essential in making the renovation of the
Gem Theater a reality. She continues to pro-
mote the area with the Gem Cultural and Edu-
cational Center that promotes visual and per-
forming artists.

Presently, Pat serves as Co-Chair of the
Mayor’'s Task Force for the Arts; Chairman of
The Light in the Other Room for Kansas City
African American Artists; Member of the Arts
Committee for the Mayor's Google Task Force
and President of Cross-Lines Towers, Inc. She
has an amazing record of public service and
has served on many advisory boards. She has
been a long time supporter and member of the
Advisory Boards of the Kansas City Friends of
Alvin Ailey, the William Jewel Fine Arts Series
and the Department of Architecture, Urban
Planning & Design of the University of Mis-
souri at Kansas City.

This summer, Kansas City will host the
2012 All-Star Baseball Game. Pat is instru-
mental in efforts that will bring out-of-town
guests to the heart of 18th and Vine. There,
visitors will enjoy an iconic culture uniquely
Kansas City at the Gem Theater, the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum, and the American
Jazz Museum.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking Ms.
Pat Jordan for seeing beyond a concept,
working to achieve a goal, and proudly pro-
moting cultural enhancement through the arts.
Through her outreach and events, local artists
are introduced and Kansas City talent is ex-
hibited. Her accomplishments are many as
she is one of the gems for our community.
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Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Jaydin Clayton of the Father Tolton
Catholic High School Wrestling team for win-
ning the Class 1 Missouri State Wrestling
Championship in the 113-pound weight class.

Mr. Clayton and his coaches should be
commended for all their hard work throughout
the regular season and for bringing home the
state title in the Class 1 113-pound weight
class to his school and community. His win
represents the school's first state title in
Class 1.

| ask that you join me in recognizing Mr.
Clayton for a job well done.

——
RECOGNIZING THE REPUBLIC
GIRLS BASKETBALL STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the young ladies of the Republic
Lady Tigers Basketball Team for winning the
Missouri Class 4 State Championship.

The Lady Tigers had some up and down
moments in their championship run, but were
able to rely upon each other to persevere.
These talented young women, Brooke Dutton,
Alice Heinzler, Alex Botkin, Alexis Edwards,
Sarah Kreul, Kayla Bartelsmeyer, Baylee Rayl,
Micah Mansker, Mercedes Doty, Taylor Wells,
Kailey Mathis, Lindsey Carlson, and Tori Tay-
lor are the true definition of a team. Through
their hard work and dedication they won the
Missouri Class 4 State Championship.

They were outstandingly guided by Coach
Kris Flood and his talented coaching staff, Tori
Mooneyham and Curt Plotter, whom | com-
mend on an amazing accomplishment and a
job well done.

The Republic Basketball team had tremen-
dous support throughout their season; their
friends, family, and fans attended the tour-
naments, cheered them on throughout the
basketball season and followed them to Co-
lumbia for the state championships. Uniquely,
many of the excited fans would dress up in
costumes, like superheroes and whoopee
cushions, for their title run.

The Republic community is justifiably proud
of the extraordinary group of young future
leaders on the Republic Lady Tigers Basket-
ball Team, but even more important, the
young ladies of the Republic Basketball team
will have memories to last a lifetime. They've
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had the extraordinarily opportunity to live the
dream of defying the odds and achieving vic-
tory through greatness.

This is third time that the Republic Lady Ti-
gers have won the state championship.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Republic Ladies Basketball Team,
the Missouri Class 4 State Champions.

———

HONORING THE LATE MRS. JESSIE
PENDLETON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a civil rights cham-
pion, the late Mrs. Jessie Pendleton. Mrs.
Pendleton served Copiah County for years as
a stanch civil rights activist.

She was born on April 29, 1924 to Allee and
Pearlie Bowens in Crystal Springs, Mississippi.
Jessie was the wife of Mr. J.C. Pendleton and
mother to four children, James Cecil, Mattie,
Helen and Eva.

Mrs. Pendleton joined Providence Mis-
sionary Baptist Church at an early age, where
she continued her walk in faith as a dedicated
member. She was the organizer of the first
Providence Missionary Baptist Church Family
& Friends day, which continues as a time hon-
ored tradition today. Mrs. Pendleton later be-
came a member of St. Mary’s United Meth-
odist Church where she held many leadership
positions.

Mrs. Pendleton’s love for God and humanity
was instrumental in her endeavors to ensure
that all men were treated fairly, a passion that
ultimately led to her Human Rights activism.
On her list of many accolades, is the redis-
tricting lawsuit she filed in Copiah County,
Mississippi which resulted in the creation of
two predominantly Black districts in Copiah
County, Mississippi which were both rep-
resented by black Supervisors. Mrs. Pendleton
also filed a complaint against Harmony Ridge
Water Association, which prior to that re-
stricted water from being provided to citizens
in the rural areas of the County.

Mrs. Pendleton founded the Citizens for
Progress Club in 1987, whose primary focus
was to assist the economically deprived in the
Copiah County and surrounding areas. She
also had the privilege of serving as President
of the Crystal Springs branch of the National
Association of the Advancement of Colored
People. Mrs. Pendleton’s tireless efforts in in-
creasing civic participation led to her receiving
the mother of the year award for Copiah
County in 1986.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life and legacy of Mrs. Jessie
Pendleton for her dedication and service to
Copiah County, Mississippi.

—————

HONORING VETERANS OF THE
VIETNAM WAR

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to our Veterans of the
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