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Sportsmen’s Caucuses, National Rifle
Association, National Trappers Asso-
ciation, National Wild Turkey Founda-
tion, North American Bear Founda-
tion, North American Grouse Partner-
ship, Orion-The Hunters’ Institute,
Pheasants Forever, Pope and Young
Club, Public Lands Foundation, Quail
Forever, Quality Deer Management As-
sociation, Rocky Mountain Elk Foun-
dation, Ruffed Grouse Society, Safari
Club International, Texas Wildlife As-
sociation, The Conservation Fund,
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Part-
nership, Whitetails Unlimited, Wildlife
Forever, and Wildlife Management In-
stitute

NAWCA was first enacted in 1989 and
incentivizes non-federal contributions
to maintain and restore wetland habi-
tat throughout North America. Since
its inception, each Federal dollar has
been matched, on average, by $3.20 in
state and private funds. Not only do
these funds help to support waterfowl
populations that were once nearing all
time lows, these voluntary projects
also support nearly 7,500 new jobs an-
nually.

The success of this program lies in
the fact that these projects are not top
down regulations coming from the Fed-
eral Government. These projects in-
volve multiple partners from private
organizations and the Federal Govern-
ment who work together voluntarily to
protect and restore millions of acres of
wetlands.

In my home State of Oklahoma,
NAWCA currently has 12 projects ei-
ther completed or underway. These
projects have conserved 26,869 acres of
wildlife habitat and leveraged $11.3
million in partner contributions. These
projects benefit outdoor recreation,
hunting and fishing, as well as boosting
local economies.

NAWCA is a great example of how en-
vironmental conservation should be
achieved. This program should put to
rest the notion that voluntary efforts
aren’t successful. I would argue that
these voluntary programs have been
more successful and more cost effective
than other mandatory Federal regula-
tions.

I look forward to this reauthoriza-
tion moving quickly through the Sen-
ate. Thank you.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  411—CON-
GRATULATING THE PENNSYL-
VANIA STATE UNIVERSITY IFC/
PANHELLENIC DANCE MARA-
THON ON ITS CONTINUED SUC-
CESS IN SUPPORT OF THE FOUR
DIAMONDS FUND AT PENN
STATE HERSHEY CHILDREN’S
HOSPITAL
Mr. CASEY submitted the following

resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 411

Whereas the Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon (re-
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ferred to in this preamble as “THON) is the
largest student-run philanthropy in the
world, with 700 dancers, more than 300 sup-
porting organizations, and more than 15,000
volunteers involved in the annual event;

Whereas student volunteers at the Penn-
sylvania State University annually collect
money and dance for 46 consecutive hours at
the Bryce Jordan Center for THON, bringing
energy and excitement to the Pennsylvania
State University campus for the mission of
conquering pediatric cancer and promoting
awareness of the disease to thousands of in-
dividuals;

Whereas all THON activities support the
mission of the Four Diamonds Fund at Penn
State Hershey Children’s Hospital, which
provides financial and emotional support to
pediatric cancer patients and their families
and funds research on pediatric cancer;

Whereas, each year, THON is the largest
donor to the Four Diamonds Fund at Penn
State Hershey Children’s Hospital, having
raised more than $88,000,000 since 1977, when
the 2 organizations first became affiliated;

Whereas, in 2012, THON set a new fund-
raising record of $10,686,924.83, surpassing the
previous record of $9,563,016.09, set in 2011;

Whereas THON—

(1) has helped more than 2,000 families
through the Four Diamonds Fund;

(2) is helping to build a new Pediatric Can-
cer Pavilion at Penn State Hershey Chil-
dren’s Hospital; and

(3) has supported pediatric cancer research
that has caused some pediatric cancer sur-
vival rates to increase to nearly 90 percent;
and

Whereas THON has inspired similar events
and organizations across the United States,
including at high schools and institutions of
higher education, and continues to encour-
age students across the United States to vol-
unteer and stay involved in great charitable
causes in their communities: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Pennsylvania State
University IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon
(referred to in this resolution as “THON”’) on
its continued success in support of the Four
Diamonds Fund at Penn State Hershey Chil-
dren’s Hospital; and

(2) commends the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity students, volunteers, and supporting
organizations who worked hard to put to-
gether another record-breaking THON.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 412—COM-
MENDING THE AFRICAN UNION
FOR COMMITTING TO A COORDI-
NATED MILITARY RESPONSE,
COMPRISED OF 5,000 TROOPS
FROM UGANDA, THE CENTRAL
AFRICAN REPUBLIC, THE DEMO-
CRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO,
AND SOUTH SUDAN, IN ORDER
TO FORTIFY ONGOING EFFORTS
TO ARREST JOSEPH KONY AND
SENIOR COMMANDERS OF THE
LORD’S RESISTANCE ARMY AND
TO STOP THE CRIMES AGAINST
HUMANITY AND MASS ATROC-
ITIES COMMITTED BY THEM

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself and Mr.
BROWN of Ohio) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. RES. 412

Whereas the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) is one of Africa’s oldest and most vio-
lent armed groups, responsible for commit-
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ting crimes against humanity against civil-
ian populations, including women and chil-
dren, and believed to be operating since 2006
in the Central African Republic, the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, and what would be-
come South Sudan;

Whereas the ongoing atrocities committed
by LRA members target innocent civilians,
including women and children, and include
abduction, murder, mutilation, burning and
looting of villages, and destruction of com-
munities and livelihoods, causing the mas-
sive displacement of human populations and
creating a humanitarian crisis;

Whereas the abduction of children and
their forced conversion into LRA fighters is
an LRA hallmark and involves initiating
children into combat through brutal meth-
ods and brainwashing and subjects girls to
forced sexual slavery and servitude;

Whereas the governments of those coun-
tries most affected by the LRA’s reign of ter-
ror for over twenty years, including Uganda,
the Central African Republic, the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, and what would be-
come Southern Sudan, are leading efforts,
with international support, to apprehend
Kony and neutralize the LRA;

Whereas the African Union convened a re-
gional ministerial meeting in October 2010 to
bring together countries affected by the
LRA, the United Nations, and international
partners to address the LRA threat and pro-
mote humanitarian assistance and develop-
ment aid to affected populations, and subse-
quently authorized, in November 2011, the
Regional Cooperation Initiative for the
Elimination of the Lord’s Resistance Army
(RCI-LRA), with a mission to strengthen the
operational capabilities of the affected coun-
tries and create an environment conducive
to stabilizing those areas;

Whereas, on March 5, 2012, the nonprofit
organization Invisible Children reinvigorated
the national and global dialogue on the LRA
and Kony by engaging millions of young citi-
zens via creative social media and inspiring
them to demand action and accountability of
global leaders, which in turn has mobilized
leaders within and outside of the United
States Government in support of these con-
cerns;

Whereas, on March 24, 2012, the African
Union’s Special Envoy for the LRA, Fran-
cisco Madeira, and Head of the United Na-
tion’s Regional Office for Central Africa,
Abou Moussa, launched the operational
phase of RCI-LRA by formally announcing
the planned deployment of up to 5,000 sol-
diers to advance anti-LRA and anti-Kony ef-
forts, and the next day formally inaugurated
the Headquarters of the Regional Task Force
in South Sudan to coordinate efforts to
eliminate Kony and neutralize the LRA;

Whereas, in December 2008, Operation
Lightning Thunder, a multinational effort,
failed to capture and kill Kony in northern
Congo, and escaping LRA fighters Kkilled
more than 800 civilians, abducted at least 160
children, and pillaged villages en route to
the Central African Republic in an incident
known as the Christmas Massacres, accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch; and

Whereas enhanced international and re-
gional cooperation and coordination are nec-
essary to apprehend Kony and LRA leaders
while protecting civilian populations against
devastating retaliatory attacks: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the African Union for com-
mitting to enhanced troop deployments that
will fortify the military response to the
Lord’s Resistance Army, in coordination
with the Governments of Uganda, the Cen-
tral African Republic, the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, and the Republic of South
Sudan, in order to strengthen ongoing efforts
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