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HONORING TERRI CRUZ AND HER 
MANY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
PEOPLE OF ARIZONA 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
many achievements of Ms. Terri Cruz, my 
friend and a matriarch of the Hispanic commu-
nity in Phoenix, who has advocated for the so-
cial well-being of thousands of Arizonans 
throughout her lifetime. 

On March 28, 2012, Terri was recognized 
with an Arizona Latina Trailblazer Award pre-
sented by Phoenix College Raul H. Castro In-
stitute and Latino Perspectives Magazine. 
Such an event provided the opportunity to re-
flect on her many contributions to the Latino 
community in Phoenix and Arizona. 

More than 43 years ago, I met Ms. Cruz 
while she was working with the Migrant Op-
portunities Program and SER Jobs for 
Progress, two very important programs in our 
community. At the same time, Ms. Cruz was 
also serving as one of the founding board 
members of Chicanos Por La Causa, Inc., a 
nonprofit agency based in Phoenix. Today that 
agency provides social services, education, 
economic development, and housing programs 
throughout Arizona. Terri’s known trait of serv-
ing with compassion, professionalism, and dig-
nity is apparent in all areas of CPLC’s work. 

For the past 20 plus years, Terri has worked 
as a social service provider with CPLC, the or-
ganization she helped start. Her small frame 
and friendly disposition is no match for her 
powerful advocacy skills, which has undoubt-
edly allowed her to effectively represent and 
advance the needs of countless Arizonans. In 
tribute, CPLC named one of its buildings for 
Ms. Cruz, and in 2008, she was quoted in The 
Arizona Republic as saying, ‘‘I learned that 
people are what’s important. If people need 
help, you help them. If you have, you share.’’ 

As a child of the depression era, who lost 
both parents by the time she was six, Terri un-
derstood the value of hard work and the im-
portance of caring for others. When she was 
old enough, she began working at a laundry, 
married at the age of 15, and became a moth-
er to eight children. Terri assumed the chal-
lenge of being a single parent, while simulta-
neously beginning her work as an advocate 
for our community, and the issues most impor-
tant to us. Despite her limited education, 
Terri’s ‘‘can do’’ attitude led her to eventually 
pursue career opportunities as an office as-
sistant, job developer, and a personnel man-
ager. 

Ms. Cruz has also encouraged civic partici-
pation and over the past two decades has 
been one of our most reliable volunteers at my 
annual Citizenship Day event, where she as-
sists citizenship candidates in preparing their 
application packets. 

Additionally, Ms. Cruz’s leadership skills has 
benefited the many boards and commissions 

on which she has served. In 1985, she was 
appointed by former Arizona Governor Bruce 
Babbitt to the Nursing Care Institution Admin-
istrators Board, while concurrently serving as 
the National Chairman of the Hispanic Senior 
Citizen Foundation Board. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in hon-
oring Ms. Terri Cruz and her continued com-
mitment and service to the people of Arizona. 

f 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER ZEITA 
MERCHANT 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Lieutenant Commander Zeita 
Merchant for her service to the country and 
her contributions to the work of the House of 
Representatives. As Chair of the Sub-
committee on Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation during the last Congress, I was 
very fortunate to have her join our staff as a 
fellow in 2010. I was pleased that she agreed 
to continue her fellowship during this Con-
gress with the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

Lieutenant Commander Merchant made in-
valuable contributions to our work. In par-
ticular, she assisted in organizing a forum I 
co-hosted on the military’s efforts to address 
hazing, as well as recruitment, retention, and 
promotion challenges for women and minori-
ties across the Armed Services. Her unique 
perspective and hard work were critical to the 
success of this event. 

Lieutenant Commander Merchant also con-
tributed her expertise on port security matters 
to our ongoing oversight of the Department of 
Homeland Security and the Transportation Se-
curity Administration. 

In addition to her work in the homeland se-
curity area, Lieutenant Commander Merchant 
contributed to hearings on stimulus spending 
and the implementation of weatherization and 
green energy loan programs. 

We were fortunate and blessed to have 
Lieutenant Commander Merchant join us for a 
term as a fellow. I wish her continued success 
in her next assignment as the Executive Offi-
cer of Marine Safety Unit Texas City and note 
that she will be the first African American 
woman to serve as the executive officer of a 
marine safety unit. I am certain that her crew 
members will benefit from her determination 
and her exceptional leadership. 

As Ranking Member of the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform, I thank 
Lieutenant Commander Merchant for her serv-
ice and wish her the best in her future en-
deavors. 

RECOGNIZING THE NORTHWEST IN-
DIANA BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
HALL OF FAME’S CLASS OF 2012 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
deep respect and admiration that I rise to 
commend five exceptional business leaders 
from Northwest Indiana who were recently 
honored as the Northwest Indiana Business 
and Industry Hall of Fame’s Class of 2012. 
Created by The Times and BusINess maga-
zine, induction into the Indiana Business and 
Industry Hall of Fame is determined by a 
panel of local civic and business leaders. 
While there were many deserving nominees, 
the individuals selected as the 2012 Indiana 
Business and Industry Hall of Fame inductees 
are: Milford Christenson, Wil Davis, Linda 
Woloshansky, Tom Gryzbek, and Steve 
Pangere. For their many contributions to the 
enhancement of Northwest Indiana, these 
honorees were recognized at a ceremony that 
took place at the Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza 
in Merrillville, Indiana, on Friday, March 9, 
2012. 

Milford Christenson, of Highland, is the 
president of Christenson Chevrolet. For dec-
ades he has been a leader in the philanthropic 
community of Northwest Indiana. Milford 
served in the United States Army during World 
War II as a member of General Patton’s Third 
Army and earned a Bronze Star for his serv-
ice. A 1947 graduate of Indiana University, he 
is a proud member of the Indiana University 
Alumni Association. In 1951, Mr. Christenson 
and his family purchased a Chevrolet dealer-
ship in Griffith and, twelve years later, moved 
to their current location on Indianapolis Boule-
vard in Highland. Christenson Chevrolet was 
named Indiana Dealer of the Year by Time 
magazine in 2001. Milford Christenson’s story 
is proof that with hard work and determination, 
anything is possible. 

Wil Davis, of Gary, is the owner/operator of 
the Gary Jet Center, located at the Gary/Chi-
cago International Airport. A Brooklyn native, 
Wil graduated from Cornell University and 
later entered the United States Navy. After 
serving on active duty during the Vietnam 
War, Mr. Davis joined the Navy Reserve and 
served until 1987. In 1989, he visited the Gary 
Airport, and one year later, Wil and his wife, 
Jean, along with two partners, purchased a 
small regional airline and moved its base of 
operations to Gary. Since then, he has devel-
oped the Gary Jet Center into a growing and 
thriving business, which is a tremendous ben-
efit to the citizens of Northwest Indiana. 

Linda Woloshansky, of Ogden Dunes, is the 
president and chief executive officer of The 
Center of Workforce Innovations in Valparaiso. 
An East Chicago native, Ms. Woloshansky 
graduated from Andrean High School and Indi-
ana University. Linda learned early on that 
good employment opportunities allow people 
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to obtain a better quality of life. Her career has 
been dedicated to the service of others by im-
proving the educational attainment, workforce 
viability, and economic development of North-
west Indiana. 

Tom Gryzbek, of Dyer, is the president of 
Franciscan Saint Margaret Health in Ham-
mond and Dyer. Mr. Gryzbek earned a degree 
from the University of Illinois in 1974. Mr. 
Gryzbek has also earned a master’s degree in 
business administration from Indiana Univer-
sity Northwest and a law degree from DePaul 
University College of Law. Soon after grad-
uating, he joined the former Saint Margaret 
Hospital as a suggestion plan manager. Tom 
has since made his way up the ranks of the 
organization, serving in numerous capacities, 
including executive vice president and chief 
operating officer of Saint Margaret Mercy. In 
2004, Tom was deservedly appointed to his 
current position. He also serves the religious 
community of Northwest Indiana as a Gary Di-
ocese deacon at Saint Andrew the Apostle 
Parish in Merrillville. 

Steve Pangere, of Crown Point, is the presi-
dent and chief executive officer of The 
Pangere Corporation and Culver Roofing In-
corporated, both located in Gary. The Pangere 
Corporation was founded by Steve’s grand-
father, John Pangere, who opened the com-
pany in Gary after arriving to the Calumet Re-
gion from Greece in 1905. Steve Pangere 
hopes his sons, Nick and Tony, will someday 
take over the company, making it a fourth 
generation family business. Steve Pangere 
has managed to lead a successful corporation 
while battling the effects of progressive vision 
loss due to Rod-Cone Dystrophy. He is an ad-
vocate and an inspiration to the visually im-
paired and has contributed to many worthy 
causes around the Chicagoland and North-
west Indiana region. 

Mr. Speaker, the lives of every citizen living 
in Northwest Indiana has been enriched be-
cause of the selfless good work of these five 
extraordinary individuals. I ask you and my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in com-
mending these outstanding leaders on their in-
duction into the Indiana Business and Industry 
Hall of Fame. These individuals are most de-
serving of being named the Class of 2012, 
and for their leadership and commitment to 
the Northwest Indiana community, each of 
them is worthy of our respect and admiration. 

f 

HONORING DAVID SMITH ON HIS 
DISTINGUISHED CAREER 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing the 
long public service career of Mr. David Smith, 
who is retiring this month as Maricopa County 
Manager after more than 17 years as the 
county’s top appointed official. 

Mr. Smith’s career dates back to 1968, 
when he served three years in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Reserve, including two years in 
Vietnam. Since this time, Mr. Smith has re-
ceived countless recognitions for his work, in-
cluding the honor of being named Governing 
Magazine’s ‘‘Public Official of the Year’’ in 
2001. 

Beginning first as a lobbyist for Westchester 
County, NY, it was there, that he first learned 
the art of the legislative process and the nu-
ances of federal, state and local governance. 
In December 1994, he arrived in Phoenix in 
the midst of a fiscal crisis. In response, he 
fashioned a strategic plan based on realistic 
economic analysis, accurate forecasts, smart 
budgeting, continuous fiscal oversight, and a 
relentless quest for service improvement. His 
efforts have in turn helped Maricopa County 
establish a Triple A bond rating, no general 
obligation debt, a structurally balanced budget, 
and more Arizona Quality Awards than any 
other public or private entity in the state. 

Through Mr. Smith’s fiscal discipline, Mari-
copa County was able to build satellite facili-
ties, correction centers, and courthouses with 
cash reserves, saving hundreds of millions in 
interest payments that bonding would incur. 
Also, due in large part to his guidance, Mari-
copa County’s adult probation department is 
considered a national leader in evidence- 
based practices and reducing recidivism. 

Noting the fiscal challenges associated with 
rising health care costs, Mr. Smith pushed the 
county to invest in public health programs. As 
such, more Arizonans are able to take advan-
tage of health screenings and assessments 
and the county will also soon open a clinic for 
integrative medicine, utilizing alternative thera-
pies. 

Like many urban centers, downtown Phoe-
nix has needed to address the concerns of 
chronically homeless adults. Therefore, Mr. 
Smith proposed a one-stop service center and 
organized a public-private response with coun-
ty government taking the lead. Today, the 
Human Service Campus provides its clients 
with professional support and resources, and 
uniquely, through its establishment, has 
helped spur private economic investment in 
downtown Phoenix. 

Mr. Smith is retiring from county govern-
ment, but his leadership, vision, and focus will 
surely have a lasting impact in Maricopa 
County. Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in 
thanking Mr. Smith for his work and congratu-
late him on the occasion of his retirement as 
Maricopa County Manager. 

f 

JIM COLE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride and pleasure that I rise today 
to recognize the outstanding service of Jim 
Cole on the occasion of his retirement after 23 
years of service to the State of Missouri and 
our veterans. 

Jim began his career as a Local Veterans 
Employment Representative for the Missouri 
Career Center in 1989, and in the 23 years 
that have passed since then, he has worked 
tirelessly to help our veterans find employ-
ment. Jim helps coordinate the largest career 
fair in the northwest region of Missouri, which 
is held in St. Joseph every year. In 2006, Jim 
was able to visit Washington, D.C. to receive 
the State Veteran Services Award from the 
Department of Labor for his hard work. 

Jim is also a veteran himself. Before he 
began his work for the Missouri Career Cen-

ter, he served in the United States Navy two 
different times, first serving from 1972–1976, 
then again from 1977–1981. Jim worked as an 
Aviation Structural Mechanic repairing A-7 air-
craft carrier planes. His life’s dedication and 
hard work should serve as an example of how 
we can better serve each other and our great 
nation. 

Now that Jim will be retired, he will have 
more time for his other passions in life, name-
ly, motorcycles. The biker dude will finally be 
able to ride into the sunset on his new Harley 
Softail, and take long camping trips with his 
wife, Elizabeth. As I understand it, Jim was hit 
by an older driver while driving a motorcycle 
as a teenager, and thought it would be funny 
to pretend to be in serious pain to scare the 
old man. Now that he will be the retired driver, 
I send him best wishes on avoiding a replay 
of that day. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in commending Jim Cole for his dedi-
cated service to Missouri’s veterans. I know 
Jim’s colleagues, family and friends join with 
me in thanking him for his commitment to oth-
ers and wishing him happiness and good 
health in his retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2012 MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE DAY WINNERS 
FROM LAS VEGAS 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to acknowledge the great work of the vol-
unteers of Las Vegas, Nevada, involved with 
the 13th annual Make A Difference Day food 
drive. These volunteers from Las Vegas have 
been selected as national 2012 Make a Dif-
ference Day winners. Make a Difference Day 
is a celebration of the power of neighbors 
helping neighbors. Created by USA Weekend, 
Make a Difference Day is an annual day of 
service that mobilizes more than three million 
volunteers to create change in their commu-
nity. 

This group of outstanding volunteers from 
Las Vegas has made a substantial impact on 
our community by collecting 3,500 pounds of 
canned food. For the past 13 years on Make 
a Difference day, publicist Mary Vail has 
teamed up with local grocery stores and en-
couraged shoppers to buy just one extra can 
of food to donate. This year, the Smith’s Food 
and Drug store in the Summerlin community 
served as the event’s host location. Volunteers 
included Mayor Pro Tern Stavros Anthony, TV 
talent show contestants, and local news per-
sonalities who came by to support Mary Vail 
and her 22 volunteers. Throughout the 13 
years Mary Vail has been holding these food 
drives, she has collected 22.3 tons of food 
and toiletries for the Salvation Army. 

I want to congratulate these outstanding Ne-
vadans for their leadership and great work in 
the community. I am proud they will be hon-
ored here in Washington during National Vol-
unteer Week for their service at the Points of 
Light event, Celebrating People in Action, on 
April 19. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday, April 17, 2012 my flights from Illinois 
did not arrive in Washington at their predicted 
time. As a result, I was unable to attend the 
first vote on rollcall No. 154. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on the 
Question of Consideration of the Resolution. 

f 

HONORING QUINTON COLE 
WHITAKER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Quinton Cole 
Whitaker. Quinton is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 247, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Quinton has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Quinton has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Quinton has become a Foxman, a Warrior in 
the Tribe of the Mic-O-Say and has acted as 
Patrol Leader and Den Chief. Quinton has 
also contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Quinton, after discussion 
with the Elmo, Missouri Betterment Club cre-
ated a new park, complete with a trio of all 
wooden picnic tables and a pair of A frame 
swings. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Quinton Cole Whitaker for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ANNE AND 
JACK MURPHY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I offer my 
warmest congratulations today to Anne and 
Jack Murphy on the occasion of their 70th 
Wedding Anniversary and Anne’s 90th birth-
day. We join in celebration with their three 
children and their families including seven 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren, 
Anne’s sister, Mary Jane, their nieces and 
nephews, cousins, and lifelong friends. 

Teresa Anne McSorley was born on March 
23, 1922, at the McSorley Ranch in Chili 
Gulch, near Mokelumne Hill, in Calaveras 
County, California, and Raymond ‘‘Jack’’ Mur-
phy was born on March 16, 1918, and raised 
at the Murphy family home on St. Charles 
Street in San Andreas, also in Calaveras 
County, California. 

The young couple first met at a dance at the 
Mokelumne Hill Town Hall in 1935 when they 
were 14 and 18. Jack graduated from 
Calaveras High School in 1935 and went on to 
earn a MBA Degree in Business from Stanford 
University in 1941. Anne, also a graduate of 
Calaveras High School, Class of 1939, went 
on to attend UC Berkeley for two years and 
Munson School of Business, and later worked 
for the manager of Rexall Drug Store in San 
Francisco. The couple dated for about three 
years, became engaged and were married on 
May 2, 1942, in San Andreas, before Jack be-
came an ensign for the US Navy. Jack served 
in the Second World War in Alaska, then Eu-
rope and finally the Pacific Theater in 1945. 
Jack Murphy attained the rank of Lieutenant, 
Senior Grade was given command of the 
USSYMS 359, a mine sweeper. 

Anne and Jack Murphy have three children, 
Kathleen; Dennis; and Teresa; and raised 
them in California at homes they made in Park 
Merced, Santa Monica, Sherman Oaks, and 
Corona Del Mar. Jack managed the Murphy 
Hain Company, while Anne devoted her time 
and talents to her family, her children’s Catho-
lic schools and her favorite charity, St. Anne’s, 
until the couple retired to their current home in 
Roseville, Northern California. 

Anne and Jack Murphy teach us all that is 
key to a long life and happy marriage: love, 
friendship, mutual respect, faith, patience, 
humor, rounds of golf, card games, good 
books, soap operas, time in the yard, home-
town memories, world travel, family vacations 
and trips to the ranch, a cocktail or two, and 
the value of time spent with family and friends. 

f 

HONORING JOURNEYMEN LINEMEN 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize this day, April 18, as a day 
of honor for Journeymen Linemen. 

Accordingly, I have introduced H. Res. 561 
to recognize April 18, 2012, as National Jour-
neymen Linemen Day in order to honor these 
brave men and women for their contributions 
to protect public safety. 

Journeymen Linemen are often the first re-
sponders during a storm or other catastrophic 
event, which means these brave men and 
women are often required to make the scene 
safe for other public safety heroes. Linemen 
work with thousands of bolts of electricity high 
atop power lines every day of the year in 
order to protect the nation from dangerous 
electrical currents. 

The profession of Journeymen Linemen is 
steeped in tradition and family, both profes-
sionally and personally. Generations ago, 
Linemen climbed poles using hooks and 
blocks, but as technology has grown through 
the years, innovative Linemen have pioneered 
advancements with innovative materials, alter-
ing the direction of line work for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in honoring the extraordinary commit-
ment and courage demonstrated everyday by 
the nation’s Journeymen Linemen. 

HONORING ALEX JOSEPH 
ALSHOUSE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Alex Joseph 
Alshouse. Alex is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 247, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Alex has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Alex has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Alex 
has earned the Order of the Arrow, Star Rank, 
Life Scout and is a Warrior in the Tribe of Mic- 
O-Say. Alex has also contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. Alex 
oversaw construction and installation of two 
bridges over a ravine so that students at 
Northview Elementary School could evacuate 
further away from the school in case of an 
emergency. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Alex Joseph Alshouse for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN KYLEANNE 
HUNTER, U.S.M.C. 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, Captain Kyleanne Hunter served in the of-
fice of the Second District of South Carolina 
as a Military Fellow from January–December 
2010. After leaving our office, she served in 
the Marine Corps Liaison office on Capitol Hill. 
In the coming months, Captain Hunter plans to 
serve in a Reserve unit with the U.S. Marine 
Corps while attending graduate school at the 
University of Denver. She has been accepted 
into the very competitive Sié Fellows Program 
which will further her education in international 
studies. 

Throughout her service, she consistently 
demonstrated her expertise and knowledge by 
providing timely and accurate information to 
the Congressional Members and their respec-
tive staffs. Captain Hunter was a vital asset for 
all matters relating to the Marine Corps in the 
House of Representatives. Members and staff-
ers alike respected and trusted Captain Hunt-
er’s straightforward and dependable assist-
ance. Her forthrightness and knowledge were 
key attributes in maintaining the Marine Corps’ 
superb relationships with the many Members 
of the House of Representatives. 

Throughout her tour, Captain Hunter per-
sonally responded to, or supervised hundreds 
of congressional inquiries, some of which 
gained national level attention. Through her 
exceptional inter-personal skills and broad 
knowledge in a wide range of military affairs, 
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she assisted the Director, Marine Corps Liai-
son Office, in gaining the Members’ support 
and trust on critical issues. 

Captain Hunter successfully planned, co-
ordinated, and escorted an extensive number 
of international and domestic trips for Con-
gressional and Staff Delegations. I had the 
pleasure of attending one such CODEL which 
Captain Hunter helped organize for the House 
Democracy Partnership to the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic. Her attention to detail and anticipation of 
requirements allowed our CODEL to focus on 
fact-finding and learning new information, 
which helped to guide critical decisions to sup-
port the people of the United States. 

Through her exceptional personal efforts, 
Captain Hunter has contributed immeasurably 
as a member of my staff and also in the Ma-
rine Liaison Office here on Capitol Hill. I wish 
her well in all of her future endeavors. I look 
forward to hearing of her many future suc-
cesses. 

f 

OIT HUSTLIN’ OWLS—2012 MEN’S 
BASKETBALL NAIA DIVISION II 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to congratulate the 
Oregon Tech Hustlin’ Owls men’s basketball 
team for winning the 2012 NAIA Division II na-
tional championship. 

Combining an impressive defensive per-
formance with a 45-point second half outburst, 
the No. 2-ranked Hustlin’ Owls defeated the 
top-ranked Northwood University 63–46 on 
March 13 to take the national title in Point 
Lookout, Missouri. Oregon Tech set a new 
school record this year with 34 wins, and by 
notching their third national championship, 
they tied Bethel College for the most titles in 
NAIA Division II men’s basketball. 

Bobby Hunter scored a game-high 20 points 
and pulled down nine rebounds en route to 
earning tournament MVP honors. Jason 
Gamblin added 16 points on 7-of-10 shooting 
and David Clarke scored 11 points with five 
rebounds. Kyle Gomez contributed nine points 
and six rebounds. 

Congratulations to the Hustlin’ Owls are 
never complete without special mention of 
their legendary head coach, Danny Miles. In a 
day and age when personal advancement 
comes before loyalty far too often—especially 
in the sports world—Coach Miles has spent 
his entire coaching career at Oregon Tech. 
That’s 42 years and counting. His 971 wins 
make him the second winningest men’s coach 
in U.S. college basketball history. And his 
three national championships—in 2004, 2008, 
and 2012—are further evidence of the stand-
ard of excellence he has established at Or-
egon Tech. 

But perhaps the most important statistic is 
this: 14 out of the last 15 years’ teams have 
all maintained a 3.0 or better GPA in the 
classroom—and that with a very challenging 
curriculum of a world-class technical institute. 
Coach Miles has built one of the finest athletic 
programs in the country, be it measured on 
the court or in the classroom. For this, I know 
I can speak on behalf of the entire Oregon 

Tech community and the state of Oregon itself 
when I say, ‘‘Thank you, Coach Miles.’’ 

My colleagues, let’s recognize the tremen-
dous effort of the Oregon Tech players: Jor-
dan Kiely, Kyle Gomez, David Clarke, Liston 
Case, Bobby Hunter, Bryant Sentman, Alex 
Zerbach, Fred Corpening, Kyle Waits, Scott 
Riddle, Jason Gamblin, Josh Johnson, 
Braxton Miles, Austen Flint, Mihajlo Matic, Na-
than Maddox, and Brandon Bautista. 

And, of course, we must congratulate the 
great coaching staff behind them: Coach 
Miles, Associate Head Coach Mike Pisan, As-
sociate Coach Jason de Vries, and Associate 
Coach Paul Poetsch. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Oregon dele-
gation and the House of Representatives, con-
gratulations to the 2012 Hustlin’ Owls! 

f 

HONORING ZACHARY MICHAEL 
P’POOL 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Zachary Michael 
P’Pool. Zachary is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 247, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Zachary has earned the Arrow of Light, 2011 
Chieftains Award, Coup of the Long Trail 
Award and the God and Country Award. 
Zachary has also contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Zachary 
planned, managed and assisted in creation of 
a walking path 350 yards long, requiring 300 
man hours, from Northview Elementary School 
to the school’s nature area nicked named 
Coughlin’s Corner. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Zachary Michael P’Pool for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. Speaker, I intended to 
vote No on rollcall vote 159 to H.R. 4089 
taken on April 17, 2012. The CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD currently lists me as not voting on this 
amendment. I firmly believe that this amend-
ment, under the guise of permitting hunting, 
fishing and recreational shooting, in effect guts 
the bill, and is a vote against sportsmen na-
tionwide. 

HONORING CHARLES ‘‘CHUCK’’ W. 
OWEN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the late Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ W. Owen, a 
former Laredo Morning Times news reporter, 
Church of Christ Minister and veteran. Mr. 
Owen’s actions in his lifetime resonate with 
the community as he strived to focus on his 
faith in his work and his family. 

While Mr. Owen was born in Dickson, Ten-
nessee in 1940, his family notes that he was 
a Laredoan by choice, not birth. By the young 
age of 19 years old, he joined the Navy and 
was stationed in Corpus Christi, Texas where 
he met his wife, Clema Owen. By 1962 they 
married and raised their daughters while they 
traveled the world. He was an air traffic con-
troller and instructor during his naval career 
and was the youngest air traffic controller in 
the history of the naval air station at Corpus 
Christi. His career in the Navy led him on 
three tours of Antarctica. 

He retired from the military while in Corpus 
Christi and became a small business owner 
with a commercial refrigeration business. After 
10 years, he sold his business and ventured 
into the hotel business, La Quinta Inns where 
they hired husband-and-wife teams. Working 
alongside with his wife for 8 years, he then 
started contributing religious articles to the 
local newspaper, the Laredo Morning Times. 

As active members of the Church, Mr. 
Owen had established a church in Laredo 12 
years ago, even though he was a member of 
a different congregation. He was devoted to 
studying the Bible and retired as a pastor from 
the congregation in June of 2011 due to his 
health. 

Mr. Owen serviced our country as a U.S. 
Navy lieutenant, delved in the business com-
munity as a small business owner, wrote reli-
gious contributions to the local paper and 
served as a minister to his faith. He was faith-
ful, loving and generous in all his work for the 
community and his family. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to have had the opportunity to recog-
nize the late Chuck Owen. His devotion to the 
community has truly impacted many lives. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO TIM TEBOW 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to recognize Tim Tebow, professional foot-
ball player and quarterback for the New York 
Jets, for his superior accomplishments both on 
and off the field. He is a true leader, a man 
of character, and a humble servant of God. 
Throughout his college and professional foot-
ball career he has been a role model of integ-
rity, providing a beacon of light for Jesus 
Christ. I would like to recognize him for his 
athletic achievements, but more importantly for 
utilizing his special opportunity in the spotlight 
to provide a Christ-like example to his peers, 
aspiring young athletes, and our Nation. 

Tim was born in the Philippines to American 
parents, who were serving as Baptist mission-
aries. He is the youngest of five children, all 
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of whom were homeschooled and taught to 
follow the teachings of Christ. At a young age, 
Tim moved with his family to Florida, where he 
began developing his football talents that 
would ultimately culminate in a successful col-
lege career and propel him into the National 
Football League, NFL. 

Tim was recruited by the University of Flor-
ida, and he played there from 2006 to 2009. 
During his time at the University, he led his 
team to national championship victories in the 
2006 and 2008 seasons. He also earned the 
top honor of the Heisman Trophy after his 
sophomore season in 2007. By the end of his 
college career, Tim held five NCAA, 14 South-
eastern Conference, and 28 University of Flor-
ida statistical records. 

In the 2010 NFL Draft, Tim was selected in 
the first round and 25th overall by the Denver 
Broncos. By the early part of his second year 
with the team, Tim won the starting job. The 
Broncos went 7–4 with Tim at starting quarter-
back and ultimately earned a playoff berth. 
Earlier this year, he was traded to the New 
York Jets, where he is expected to bring the 
same leadership qualities and work ethic that 
has made him successful throughout his foot-
ball career. 

More important than his accomplishments 
off the field, however, are Tim’s extraordinary 
pursuits in philanthropy and religious evan-
gelism. He is the founder of the Tim Tebow 
Foundation, which focuses on reaching out to 
children with life-threatening diseases, aiding 
children and families in the developing world, 
constructing a hospital in the Philippines, and 
building playrooms in children’s hospitals 
around the world. Tim has a profound faith in 
God and uses that faith to guide him in his 
daily pursuits, offering a superb example for 
all followers of Jesus Christ. 

I am honored to speak about Tim’s great 
accomplishments, and encourage him to con-
tinue his efforts to spread the word of God 
and be a positive example for all young ath-
letes. He is a model athlete and a model cit-
izen. On behalf of everyone in the 19th Con-
gressional District of Texas, I thank Tim for all 
he has given and continues to give to the 
community. 

f 

CONDEMNING LAST WEEK’S 
LAUNCH OF A MULTISTAGE 
ROCKET BY THE NORTH KOREAN 
MILITARY 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to condemn last week’s launch of a 
multistage rocket by the North Korean military. 
Fortunately, the launch failed and the missile 
disintegrated within a couple of minutes. 

However, that does not mean a future ex-
periment like this by the North Korean govern-
ment could not succeed, given that the rock-
et—which was ostensibly carrying a ‘‘weather 
satellite’’—could just as easily deliver nuclear 
or chemical weapons over a long distance, 
threatening the peace and security of North-
east Asia and the Western Pacific. 

The words of the Security Council’s state-
ment in response to the launch deserve repeti-
tion, and I request that the full text—which 

was read out by the United States Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Ambas-
sador Susan Rice—be inserted into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD: 

‘‘The Security Council strongly condemns 
the 13 April 2012 (local time) launch by the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
DPRK. 

‘‘The Security Council underscores that this 
satellite launch, as well as any launch that 
uses ballistic missile technology, even if char-
acterized as a satellite launch or space launch 
vehicle, is a serious violation of Security 
Council resolutions 1718 (2006) and 1874 
(2009). 

‘‘The Security Council deplores that such a 
launch has caused grave security concerns in 
the region. 

‘‘The Security Council demands that the 
DPRK not proceed with any further launches 
using ballistic missile technology and comply 
with resolutions 1718 (2006) and 1874 (2009) 
by suspending all activities related to its bal-
listic missile programme and in this context re- 
establish its pre-existing commitments to a 
moratorium on missile launches. 

‘‘The Security Council agrees to adjust the 
measures imposed by paragraph 8 of resolu-
tion 1718 (2006), as modified by resolution 
1874 (2009). The Security Council directs the 
Committee established pursuant to resolution 
1718 (2006) to undertake the following tasks 
and to report to the Security Council within 15 
days: 

(a) Designate additional entities and items; 
(b) Update the information contained on the 

Committee’s list of individuals, entities, and 
items, S/2009/205 and INFCIRC/254/Rev.9/ 
Part.1, and update on an annual basis there-
after; 

(c) Update the Committee’s annual work 
plan. 

‘‘The Security Council further agrees that, if 
the Committee has not acted pursuant to the 
paragraph above within 15 days, then the Se-
curity Council will complete action to adjust 
these measures within an additional five days. 

‘‘The Security Council demands that the 
DPRK immediately comply fully with its obliga-
tions under Security Council resolutions 1718 
(2006) and 1874 (2009), including that it: 
abandon all nuclear weapons and existing nu-
clear programmes in a complete, verifiable 
and irreversible manner; immediately cease all 
related activities; and not conduct any further 
launches that use ballistic missile technology, 
nuclear tests or any further provocation. 

‘‘The Security Council calls upon all Member 
States to implement fully their obligations pur-
suant to resolutions 1718 (2006) and 1874 
(2009). 

‘‘The Security Council expresses its deter-
mination to take action accordingly in the 
event of a further DPRK launch or nuclear 
test.’’ 

In contrast to the behavior of the North Ko-
rean regime, the strong alliance between the 
United States and the Republic of Korea has 
been a pivotal relationship in world affairs 
since we fought side by side in the Korean 
War six decades ago. Out of that conflict was 
born one of the most significant dividing lines 
of the Cold War, a demilitarized zone that 
splits the Korean Peninsula and marks the di-
vide between communist and democratic Asia. 
The partnership between the U.S. and the Re-
public of Korea has held this line for more 
than six decades. 

So, in light of North Korea’s provocative ac-
tions, it is particularly important that we ac-
knowledge our deep and abiding friendship 
with South Korea. As a key member of the 
Six-Party Talks to denuclearize North Korea, 
the Republic of Korea shares an important re-
sponsibility for broader security in Northeast 
Asia. 

We share this responsibility, and this is why 
I urge my colleagues to join me in con-
demning the North Korean missile launch and 
in compelling the North Korea regime to elimi-
nate its nuclear program. 

f 

DR. ED GOLDEN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise today to recog-
nize Dr. Ed Golden for his outstanding service 
to his nation and his community. 

Dr. Golden has truly dedicated his entire life 
to serving others. He served in the United 
States Navy for ten years, where he served 
aboard four ships and two shore stations, and 
became a Vietnam combat veteran. 

After battling an addiction to alcohol, his two 
sons motivated him to turn his life around. He 
earned his Masters Degree in Counseling Psy-
chology, and a Doctorate in Theology from 
Southwest University. Dr. Golden became a 
Certified Substance Abuse Counselor, as well 
as an ordained Unity Minister. He currently 
serves as Chaplain for the Inter-City Fire Pro-
tection District in Kansas City, the Blue 
Springs Police Department, and the Central 
Jackson County Fire Protection District. He 
also serves as CEO of Operation Thermal Re-
union, Inc., a not-for-profit organization that 
raises funds to purchase thermal imaging 
cameras for fire fighters. 

Dr. Golden has been nominated twice for 
Citizen of the Year by the local Chamber of 
Commerce, and twice for Volunteer of the 
Year by the Blue Springs Police Department. 
He was named Civic Leader of the Year in 
2010 by the Missouri Municipal League, and 
has received two Lifetime Presidential Volun-
teer Service Awards for his work in the com-
munity. 

Dr. Golden has served more than 38 years 
as a speaker in the field of Addiction Recovery 
throughout the United States, and he helped 
to write and teach the ‘‘How to Cope’’ program 
for families with an active substance abuser. 
He is the Founder of Celebration of Life Coun-
seling & Consulting, and the author of The Un-
hooked Celebration, a book on nicotine addic-
tion recovery. He has also been published in 
magazines and other periodicals. 

Incredibly, this is only a fraction of Dr. 
Golden’s accomplishments. However, the ac-
complishment that he is perhaps most proud 
of is one for which he has never received rec-
ognition. During his time in the Navy, Dr. 
Golden moved up quickly in the ranks and 
eventually became the leading petty officer in 
the communications division for the USS 
Vermillion. 

Being the only person in the division who 
knew how to work the new electronic equip-
ment, Dr. Golden spent two years writing a 
training program on shipboard electronics. 
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Under his leadership, 13 of 14 of the radiomen 
who took the exam for the next rate had the 
highest scores in the fleet, and they received 
a nearly flawless inspection. He is extremely 
proud of the work that he did for the Navy, 
and he had expected to receive a commenda-
tion, as well as a Radioman First Class rating 
for his work. Unfortunately, he ended up re-
ceiving an honorable discharge and never re-
ceived the honors that he had earned. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in ap-
plauding Dr. Ed Golden for his commendable 
service to the United States Navy. He poured 
his time, skill and heart into building a pro-
gram that would serve his division well, and 
he deserves our gratitude. I also ask that you 
join me in recognizing the lifetime of service 
that he has demonstrated throughout his ca-
reer. It is an honor to serve a man like Ed 
Golden in Congress, and I know his col-
leagues, family and friends join with me in 
thanking him for his commitment to others and 
wishing him happiness and good health in his 
future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I was unex-
pectedly unable to make votes on April 16, 
2012. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall vote Nos. 152 and 153. 

f 

FISCAL YEAR 2013 BUDGET 
RESOLUTION 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on March 29, 
2012, less than a year after a similar proposal 
was defeated, the House Republican leader-
ship held a vote on H. Con. Res. 112—The 
Republican Fiscal Year 2013 Budget Resolu-
tion. This budget proposal sets the wrong pri-
orities for my home state of Rhode Island and 
the nation as a whole—extending tax cuts for 
the wealthiest Americans, making deep cuts to 
programs that serve middle class families, and 
ending the Medicare guarantee for our sen-
iors. 

As the Congressman representing Rhode 
Island’s First District, I have listened to fami-
lies across my district who are tired of the 
same old political games that got our country 
into this mess to begin with. They know that 
Washington should put politics aside and work 
on policies that will create jobs, support the 
middle class, and put the economy back on 
the right track. Yet, the budget proposed by 
Representative PAUL RYAN (R–WI), and ap-
proved 228–191 by the House of Representa-
tives, would not only fail to create jobs, it 
would also give the wealthiest Americans an 
average tax cut of $150,000, cut education 
and job training programs by a total of $166 
billion over the next ten years, slash transpor-
tation and infrastructure investments by at 
least twenty-five percent over 10 years, and 
reduce investments in science, research, and 

technology by more than $100 billion over a 
decade. 

With so many Americans out of work, it’s 
hard to believe that the House Republican 
leadership would ask members to support a 
budget proposal that would seriously under-
mine key investments that are so important to 
creating jobs. Rather than trying to pass an-
other tax giveaway for the richest among us, 
House Republicans should join with Demo-
crats and enact public policies that will actually 
benefit our seniors, and middle class and 
working families. Instead the Republican budg-
et proposal will undermine our economic re-
covery, and replace the current health care 
system for our seniors with a voucher program 
that could allow Medicare to wither on the 
vine, create higher costs, and reduce the over-
all quality of health care services. 

That is why I supported an alternative budg-
et proposal introduced by Congressman CHRIS 
VAN HOLLEN (D–MD) that would have pre-
served the Medicare guarantee, permanently 
extended middle class tax cuts, and main-
tained vital investments in transportation jobs, 
manufacturing, and education—while also re-
ducing the deficit through polices that balance 
spending cuts and increased revenue. This 
proposal stood in stark contrast to the Repub-
lican plan—and closely aligned with the prior-
ities shared by many Rhode Islanders. 

On March 28, 2012, I spoke out against the 
Republican proposal on the House floor, and 
the following day I joined all of my Democratic 
colleagues and 10 Republicans in voting 
against this bill. With virtually no chance that 
this radical legislation will ever pass in the 
Senate, it is unfortunate that some in Wash-
ington have once again chosen political pos-
turing over pragmatism. 

All of us in Congress need to help reignite 
the American dream and build ladders of op-
portunity for anyone willing to work hard, take 
responsibility, and play by the rules. There 
were alternative budget proposals presented 
in the House of Representatives during de-
bate, including options offered by the Con-
gressional Progressive Caucus (CPC) and the 
Congressional Black Caucus (CBC). Both ini-
tiatives were superior to Representative 
Ryan’s Republican budget document, and in-
cluded provisions that would preserve the 
Medicare guarantee, eliminate tax subsidies 
for big oil companies and loopholes that en-
courage corporations to ship jobs overseas, 
and maintain vital investments in education, 
job creating initiatives, manufacturing, and 
capital access for small businesses and entre-
preneurs. Ultimately, while I support a number 
of the proposals offered in both the CPC and 
CBC budget alternatives, I believed the Van 
Hollen proposal aligned most closely with pri-
orities shared by many Rhode Islanders—in-
cluding a permanent extension of the 2001– 
2003 tax cuts for the middle class. In addition, 
unlike both the CPC and CBC proposal, Rep-
resentative VAN HOLLEN’s Democratic alter-
native adhered to the discretionary spending 
levels set in the Budget Control Act of 2011— 
an agreement that represented a bipartisan, 
bicameral compromise. In order to prevent a 
first ever default on our nation’s obligations, 
and to avoid the very real potential of an eco-
nomic catastrophe, I voted in favor of the 
Budget Control Act on August 8, 2011. To be 
clear, there was a lot about this compromise 
legislation that I did not like, but my pre-
requisite for voting in favor of the bill was that 

we avoid a default and we protect Social Se-
curity, Medicare, and Medicaid beneficiaries, 
which this bill did. Just as I could not support 
Representative Ryan’s proposal to walk away 
from this compromise legislation and make 
further, dramatic reductions to discretionary 
spending below the caps set by the Budget 
Control Act, I also could not support alter-
natives that did not adhere to the bipartisan, 
bicameral compromise we agreed to less than 
one year ago. 

There were other proposals, including one 
offered by Congressmen JIM COOPER (D–TN) 
and STEVEN LATOURETTE (R–OH) purportedly 
modeled after recommendations of the Simp-
son-Bowles Commission (so named after the 
co-chairs of President Obama’s Commission 
on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform—former 
White House Chief of Staff under President 
Clinton, Erskine Bowles, and former Repub-
lican Senator Alan Simpson). The Simpson- 
Bowles Commission clearly depicted the 
unsustainable nature of our country’s deficit 
and debt, and delineated a number of policies 
for serious debate in order to improve our na-
tion’s fiscal trajectory. However, the budget 
proposal offered by Representatives COOPER 
and LATOURETTE contained provisions that I 
believe set the wrong priorities. For example, 
the Cooper-LaTourette plan contained $1 tril-
lion less in revenue increases as compared to 
the Simpson-Bowles Commission rec-
ommendations—further eroding the balance 
between revenue increases and spending re-
ductions needed to achieve deficit reduction 
that does not fall disproportionately on the 
backs of the middle class and working fami-
lies. In addition, the Cooper-LaTourette plan 
includes $100 billion more in discretionary pro-
gram reductions than recommended by the 
Simpson-Bowles report, further distorting the 
ratio between revenue raisers and spending 
cuts. Furthermore, the Cooper-LaTourette pro-
posal calls for a shift in corporate tax policy 
that the Treasury Department has argued 
would increase incentives for corporations to 
shift investment and jobs overseas. Lastly, the 
proposal from Congressman COOPER and 
LATOURETTE, like the Simpson-Bowles plan, 
would undermine the benefits and guarantees 
of Social Security and Medicare. 

Ultimately, with so many Rhode Islanders 
struggling to find work, our fragile economic 
recovery in the balance, and our seniors in 
need a strong voice to protect the benefits 
they earned and deserve, I supported an alter-
native budget proposal that would have pre-
served the Medicare guarantee, permanently 
extended middle class tax cuts, and main-
tained vital investments in transportation jobs, 
manufacturing, and education—while also re-
ducing the deficit through polices that balance 
spending cuts and increased revenue. My 
constituents in Rhode Island’s First Congres-
sional District, and the American people as a 
whole, deserve nothing less. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE WOMEN’S OP-
TION TO RAISE KIDS (WORK) ACT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce legislation that will recognize the 
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hard work that all mothers engage in each 
day. 

In the past week, presumptive Republican 
Presidential nominee Mitt Romney has said 
that he believes ‘‘all moms are working 
moms.’’ I agree. Unfortunately, if you are a 
low-income mother, the Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF) program punishes 
you if you decide to stay home to care for 
your young child. Our laws should reflect the 
value of care giving work done by all mothers. 

Current law does not count low-income 
stay-at-home parents who are raising young 
children as meeting the necessary Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) work 
requirement. Current law also bans States 
from counting these individuals toward that 
State’s work participation rate, which can re-
sult in financial penalties if not met. This effec-
tively bars low-income parents who choose to 
stay home to raise their young children from 
access to the financial support of TANF. 

The WORK Act would recognize that raising 
children is, in fact, work. The legislation would 
amend current TANF law to provide States the 
option to maintain a safety net for poor par-
ents. Low-income parents could receive job 
training or search for work, or they could raise 
their children until they are school-aged with-
out fear of being pushed deeper into poverty. 
This is the same option that wealthy families 
enjoy. 

I urge all of my colleagues to show that they 
understand the importance of all mothers and 
the care they provide by supporting the 
WORK Act. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ATMORE MAYOR 
HOWARD SHELL 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to one of South Alabama’s senior 
statesmen. This fall, Atmore Mayor Howard 
Shell will officially retire from office, leaving a 
legacy of 22 years of dedicated service to his 
community. 

A four-year Navy veteran of the Korean 
War, and a retired research and development 
employee for Monsanto Corporation, Howard 
Shell first entered politics in 1984, winning an 
Atmore city council seat. After holding the post 
for just two years, he was appointed to serve 
out the remaining two years of the late Mayor 
Patricia McKenzie’s term of office in 1986. 

Mayor Shell’s characteristic strong leader-
ship was a natural fit as the city’s chief execu-
tive. Consequently, he threw his hat into the 
ring, serving two consecutive terms as 
Atmore’s duly-elected mayor from 1988 to 
1996. In 2000, he reentered the mayor’s race, 
returning to serve three more consecutive 
terms as Atmore’s top office holder. 

With more than two decades of his life in-
vested in leading the city he loves, Mayor 
Shell has made a difference in the lives of the 
citizens of Atmore. He has presided over local 
economic growth and, more recently, has led 
efforts to extend the city’s revenue base 
through new industrial and commercial recruit-
ment along Interstate 65. 

A dedicated and visionary leader, Mayor 
Shell has not only been Atmore’s strongest 

advocate but also an active civic leader on re-
gional, state and national levels. He has 
served on the National League of Cities’ Eco-
nomic Development Board, as well as the Ala-
bama League of Municipalities, the South Ala-
bama Regional Planning Commission Board of 
Directors, and the Jefferson Davis Community 
College Board of Advisors. 

As he prepares to leave public office, I join 
with all the people of South Alabama in ex-
tending our heartfelt thanks for a job well 
done, as well as our very best wishes for all 
future endeavors. May he and his lovely wife, 
Nannette, find ample time to enjoy their two 
children, five grandchildren and great grand-
son as they open another rewarding chapter in 
their already rich lives. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF GRAPEVINE- 
COLLEYVILLE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I celebrate the 50th Anniver-
sary of the consolidation of the Grapevine and 
Colleyville school communities into Grapevine- 
Colleyville Independent School District 
(GCISD). This outstanding school district has 
excelled in educating thousands of students 
and has prepared them with the necessary 
skills to live a successful, happy, and mean-
ingful life. 

GCISD is a K–12 public school system lo-
cated in the heart of the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex. The 54.1-square mile district con-
sists of 17 traditional schools and two alter-
native campuses serving approximately 
13,400 students and 1,750 employees. 

GCISD has been rated a Recognized school 
district for 2010 under the Texas accountability 
system. In addition, nine GCISD schools 
achieved the State’s highest rating of Exem-
plary. For the ninth consecutive year, GCISD 
received a rating of ‘‘Superior Achievement’’ 
under Texas’ Schools FIRST (Financial Integ-
rity Rating System of Texas) financial account-
ability rating system. The Superior Achieve-
ment rating is the State’s highest, dem-
onstrating the quality of the District’s financial 
management and reporting system. 

As of today, the average GCISD population 
of 13,400 students annually accomplishes a 
95% graduation rate with 80% of those stu-
dents enrolling in post-secondary studies. The 
students’ success is credited to the out-
standing and experienced teachers and ad-
ministration staff as well as an involved and 
supportive community. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Grapevine-Colleyville Independent 
School District on its 50th Anniversary. I am 
extremely proud to represent the cities of 
Grapevine and Colleyville, and I am grateful 
for the school district’s exceptional and endur-
ing commitment to educating our youth. 

CONGRATULATING MRS. SUSAN 
AND MR. STANLEY KRAMER ON 
THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I offer my 
highest congratulations today to Mrs. Susan 
and Mr. Stanley Kramer on their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

Married June 10, 1962, Susan and Stanley 
have raised three wonderful sons, including 
my good friend Doug Kramer. Meeting in the 
summer of 1959 in Monterey Park, California, 
they quickly began dating and stayed together 
during Susan’s return to New York to attend 
Brooklyn College and Stanley’s enlistment and 
service in the Naval Reserve. 

On June 10, 2012, they will have stood by 
each other and at the head of a rapidly grow-
ing family for half of a century. The world 
today is a very different place than it was in 
June 1962, but the love between these two 
people is unchanged. They are a shining ex-
ample to all of us and I hope you will all join 
me in offering them congratulations and wish-
ing them many more years of happiness. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ARMY STAFF SGT. 
CHRISTOPHER BROWN 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Army Staff Sgt. Christopher Brown, 
26, who lost his life on April 3, 2012, while de-
fending our country. We are grateful for his 
service and we will always remember his sac-
rifice for our freedom. 

A native of Columbus, Ohio, Staff Sgt. 
Brown was assigned to A Company, 2nd Bat-
talion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Di-
vision, Fort Carson, Colorado. On March 20, 
he was stationed in Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Staff Sgt. Brown succumbed to injuries he 
sustained when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near his dismounted patrol in 
Kunar Province. 

Staff Sgt. Brown was on his third combat 
assignment since he enlisted in the Army in 
2003. His previous service included a tour in 
Iraq from August 2004 to July 2005 and a 
prior tour in Afghanistan from June 2009 to 
May 2010. 

Staff Sgt. Brown was awarded the Bronze 
Star, Purple Heart and Army Commendation 
Medal. 

Staff Sgt. Brown was a devoted soldier who 
loved his country and his loss is shared by all 
our community. 

On behalf of the people of Alabama and a 
grateful nation, I offer my deepest condo-
lences to his wife, Ariell Taylor-Brown, and 
their daughters, Charlie and Dilyn of Mobile, 
their unborn son, Carter Christopher, and their 
extended family. 

You are all in our hearts and prayers during 
this difficult time. 
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INTRODUCTION OF CHILD CARE 

AFFORDABILITY ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, throughout 
the country, affordable and safe child care is 
essential for working families. According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, more than 70 percent of 
children have one or more parents in the labor 
force. A survey commissioned by the National 
Association of Child Care Resource & Referral 
Agencies revealed that 57 percent of parents 
reported in 2010 that child care was a neces-
sity, compared with 49 percent in 2006. 

Despite the great need for affordable child 
care, there is a wide gap between what to-
day’s families are earning and the cost of child 
care and household expenses. In 2010, the 
average cost of full-time care for an infant in 
a child care center varied from $4,650 in Mis-
sissippi to over $18,000 in the District of Co-
lumbia. In my own state of New York, the av-
erage yearly cost of part time care for a 
school-age child is an exorbitant $10,400. The 
amount of assistance offered by the current 
federal credit for child care costs is a minimum 
of only $600 for one child and $1,200 for two 
children. Unfortunately, this amount does little 
to offset our country’s extraordinarily high child 
care costs. To ease the burden on our work-
ing families, today I am introducing the Child 
Care Affordability Act. This legislation would 
create a new tax deduction for child care and 
dependent care expenses and expand the cur-
rent credit for child and dependent care ex-
penses, so families receive a truly impactful 
level of assistance. Parents would be given 
the choice of utilizing the tax deduction or the 
tax credit to select the option that provides 
them with the greatest amount of relief. 

During tax season, it is important to offer 
working families who are struggling to afford 
child care. 

f 

REFLECTIONS ON THE WORLD 
BANK PRESIDENTIAL CONTEST 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday the World Bank formally selected Dr. 
Jim Yong Kim, president of Dartmouth Col-
lege, and an expert in public health, as its 
next president. Dr. Kim’s selection continues a 
long-standing practice of having an American 
lead the institution; which is appropriate as the 
United States is the single largest financial 
contributor to the bank. Typically, the selection 
of a new World Bank president draws little no-
tice but this year, in the most open and trans-
parent selection process in the bank’s 68 year 
history, the Board of Directors had three well- 
qualified candidates to choose from. 

Although the United States supported Dr. 
Kim, and I agree with his selection, it should 
be noted that the other two candidates, former 
Colombian finance minister Jose Antonio 
Ocampo and Nigeria’s current finance minister 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, were equally qualified 
for the position. Mr. Ocampo has a strong 

record of public service with both the United 
Nations and the Government of Colombia, 
most notably serving as the United Nations’ 
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and 
Social Affairs; Executive Secretary for the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean; and in Colombia as Minister of 
Finance and Public Credit and Minister of Ag-
riculture and Rural Development. Likewise, 
Ms. Okonjo-Iweala is a globally renowned Ni-
gerian economist best known for her two 
terms as Finance Minister of Nigeria (her cur-
rent position) and for her work at the World 
Bank, including several years as one of its 
Managing Directors. The Board of Directors 
was clearly blessed to have three outstanding 
candidates to choose from. 

I commend Mr. Ocampo and Ms. Okonjo- 
Iweala for driving a spirited and appropriate 
debate about the future direction of the World 
Bank. It is always good to obtain new per-
spectives and to explore new ideas. Indeed, in 
accepting his new position yesterday, Dr. Kim 
recognized the growing influence of our col-
leagues in the world’s emerging economies— 
as represented by Mr. Ocampo and Ms. 
Okonjo-Iweala—and pledged to ‘‘seek a new 
alignment of the World Bank Group with a rap-
idly changing world.’’ And he also committed 
himself to fostering a bank that, among other 
things, ‘‘amplifies the voices of developing 
countries and draws on the expertise and ex-
perience of the people we serve.’’ 

I hope that Mr. Ocampo and Ms. Okonjo- 
Iweala will take up Dr. Kim’s call to work with 
him to reshape the World Bank into a more 
potent tool for helping to resolve some of the 
world’s most intractable problems. And I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing all 
three outstanding World Bank president can-
didates for their dedication to service. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 2011 BCS 
NATIONAL CHAMPION UNIVER-
SITY OF ALABAMA CRIMSON 
TIDE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
the University of Alabama Crimson Tide 
makes its second trip in three years to the 
White House to be honored as Bowl Cham-
pionship Series National Football Champions. 

On January 9, 2012, the Crimson Tide re-
claimed the BCS National Football Champion-
ship with the University of Alabama’s 21 to 0 
shutout of the LSU Tigers in the New Orleans 
Superdome. 

During a football season that many armchair 
quarterbacks claimed lacked drama due to the 
apparent domination of one team for much of 
the year, the final verdict was confirmation to 
Crimson Tide fans around the nation and 
throughout the world that Bama was simply 
the best. 

In a land of many great traditions, football is 
uniquely American. The struggle to overcome 
and outlast your opponent for four quarters in 
one of the most physically challenging sports 
is what draws many of us to the game. Down 
South, we may not have written the first chap-
ter in the book of football, but the South-
eastern Conference has become the main 
character for the last six years. 

By capturing the 2011 BCS title, the Ala-
bama Crimson Tide can lay claim to 14 NCAA 
college football championships and the second 
in three years under Coach Nick Saban. 

Going into New Orleans on January 9, the 
world of college football was divided over 
whether the unbeaten and number one LSU 
Tigers or the one-loss Crimson Tide would 
leave the Louisiana Superdome wearing the 
BCS crown. But for Bama fans the outcome 
was never in doubt. Both the Tigers and the 
Tide earned their journey to the final contest, 
but only the Crimson Tide came ready to play. 

By halftime it was already apparent that vic-
tory for the Tide was in the offing and the third 
and fourth quarters only brought confirmation. 
The Crimson Tide offense scored 21 unan-
swered points and the Bama defense domi-
nated the formerly mobile Tigers offense, hold-
ing them to just 92 total yards. 

Once again, the BCS National Champion-
ship title returns to Tuscaloosa and the historic 
victory in New Orleans is not only a triumph 
for the Tide but a win for all football fans in 
the State of Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the entire Bama nation in 
congratulating Coach Saban, his talented as-
sistants, the staff, the team, their loyal families 
and Bama fans everywhere . . . Roll Tide! 

f 

HONORING ROSE FELDSHER’S 50 
YEARS OF VOLUNTARY SERVICE 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Rose Feldsher on 
her retirement from the volunteer program at 
Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia after 
50 years of service. 

Rose is the longest serving volunteer out of 
500 at Einstein. Her volunteer work there 
started back when John F. Kennedy was 
president. 

After waiting long, stressful hours by herself 
for her own husband in surgery, Rose took it 
upon herself to volunteer her time so that peo-
ple in similar positions did not have to go 
through the same thing she did. And so, in 
1961 Rose started ‘‘making rounds’’. She de-
livered water, comforted loved ones in the 
waiting room and assisted nursing staff. 

Since then, the hospital has changed staff, 
technology, and facilities. Even with the arrival 
of new technology and ways of helping those 
who come to see patients, Rose still person-
ally sees that family members and friends get 
personal updates directly from her. Although 
the hospital itself has changed over the years, 
Rose has faithfully shown up every Friday 
morning for the past 50 years. 

Now retiring at the age of 90, Rose plans on 
spending time with her four grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleges join me 
in thanking Rose Feldsher for her 50 years of 
dedication and service to those in need in the 
community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF GREEK 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Greek Independence Day as 
people of Greek heritage around the world 
gather to remember and celebrate those who 
partook in the heroic struggle for freedom. 

On March 25th people around the world will 
celebrate Greek Independence Day which 
commemorates the beginning of the Greek 
War of Independence. For four hundred years 
the Ottoman Empire had controlled Greece 
and attempted to suppress Greek language, 
culture, and religion. In 1821, behind the lead-
ership of Bishop Germanos of Patras, the citi-
zens of Greece began their long and difficult 
fight for liberty. After nine long years, the 
Greeks eventually won the freedom they had 
previously been denied. The Bishop also 
chose March 25th as the annual celebration of 
The Annunciation of the Mother Christ. 

This year marks the 12th Annual Greek 
Independence Day Parade for the Northeast 
Ohio Greek American Celebration. The parade 
will be led by Father Dean Dimon of the An-
nunciation Greek Orthodox Church and other 
area clergy members. The celebration will in-
clude local Greek dance groups and a church 
service. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues please join me 
in recognizing the anniversary of Greek Inde-
pendence, and wish the Greek Americans in 
Northeast Ohio a joyous celebration. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE RACIAL 
PROFILING PREVENTION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as we await a 
surface transportation bill, I rise to introduce a 
bill to reestablish a federal grant program for 
states that desire to develop racial profiling 
laws, collect and maintain data on traffic 
stops, design programs to reduce racial 
profiling, and train law enforcement officers, 
which I worked to get included in the Safe, Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA– 
LU) in 2005. Despite the fact that the grant 
program was just a small piece of the very 
large SAFETEA–LU bill, nearly half of the 
states participated in the program for multiple 
fiscal years. Racial profiling is a form of racial 
discrimination that is now back in the forefront 
of national concern because of the tragic kill-
ing of Trayvon Martin. 

Racial profiling on roads built with federal 
funds is a violation of Title VI of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, because it amounts to a govern-
ment subsidy of discrimination. However, while 
it remains a widespread problem in our coun-
try, there is little experience in developing leg-
islation in this sensitive area to address racial 
profiling while allowing for appropriate law en-
forcement. My bill would help states to better 
develop their racial profiling laws and to help 
law enforcement understand what role racial 
profiling plays in traffic stops. 

My bill imposes no mandates on states. In-
stead, it simply authorizes a grant program, 
but does not require states to participate. 
However, it provides resources that many 
states and localities clearly need if they are to 
curb racial profiling. 

f 

HONORING EULESS FIREFIGHTER 
BATTALION CHIEF GARY THOMP-
SON 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I recognize Battalion Chief 
Gary Thompson for his 34 years of public 
service with the City of Euless. He served 32 
years of his tenure with the Euless Fire De-
partment. 

Thompson began his service in 1976 in the 
Euless Public Works Department. In 1977, 
Thompson left public service and attended 
Tarrant County College where in 1979 he 
earned more than 50 hours toward an Associ-
ate’s Degree in Fire Technology. After study-
ing in college, Thompson rejoined the Euless 
Public Works Department in 1979 and then 
left that department to join the Euless Fire De-
partment in 1980. 

After only a month as a firefighter in 1980, 
Thompson was promoted to Second Driver. 
Thompson’s talents were often recognized by 
his superiors, and from 1980 to 1996, he was 
continuously promoted up the ranks. During 
his tenure, Thompson was promoted to Driver 
Engineer (1981), Lieutenant (1983), Captain 
(1986), Captain-Paramedic (1989), Battalion 
Chief (1995), and finally Battalion Chief-Para-
medic (1996). 

Throughout his career, Thompson has re-
ceived numerous awards from the City of Eu-
less for his outstanding service. The awards 
include Firefighter of the Year (1981), Super-
visor of the Year (1986), Supervisor of the 
Year (1988), Paramedic of the Year (1992), 
Distinguished Service Award (1993), Super-
visor of the Year (1995), EFD Employee of the 
Year (1998), Lifesaving Award (1999), Distin-
guished Unit Award (2004), Distinguished Unit 
Award (2006), and Distinguished Unit Award 
(2009). 

Thompson grew up in Euless where he at-
tended Oakwood Terrace Elementary, Euless 
Junior High, and Trinity High School. His fa-
ther, Bill Thompson, also served the Euless 
community as a police officer for 25 years 
where he retired in 1989 as an Assistant Po-
lice Chief. Thompson is married to Delia, and 
their family includes three daughters and three 
grandsons. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in thanking 
Gary Thompson for his 34 years of public 
service. 

IN HONOR OF MR. GEORGE B. 
SOBIERAJ 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. George B. Sobieraj, a gentleman 
whose dedication to the Polish-American com-
munity of Cleveland has led the Cleveland So-
ciety of Poles Foundation to name him the 
2012 recipient of the ‘‘Good Joe’’ Award. 

Mr. Sobieraj was born and raised in the St. 
Hyacinth area of Cleveland. He graduated 
from the University of Dayton with a degree in 
Business Management. He has since been a 
successful entrepreneur and venture capitalist. 
In 1980, George founded Rubber City Machin-
ery Corporation in Akron, Ohio and is the only 
certified appraiser of rubber machinery in the 
U.S. 

Many organizations within the Polish-Amer-
ican community in the Greater Cleveland area 
have benefitted from Mr. Sobieraj’s leadership. 
He serves as Vice President of the Polish 
American Cultural Center and Union of Poles 
in America Group 33. He is a member of the 
Kosciuszko Foundation, a finance committee 
member for St. John Cantius Church and a 
member of the boards of trustees of the 
Polonia Foundation and the Cleveland Society 
of Poles, of which he is also a past president. 
Mr. Sobieraj is responsible for Polish Night at 
the annual ‘‘Polish Open’’ golf tournament at 
Progressive Field. 

Mr. Sobieraj has also been honored many 
times throughout his life for his service to the 
Polish community. Among his many awards, 
George is the recipient of the Polish Heritage 
Award and was the Honoree of the Ohio 
Chapter of the Kosciuszko Foundation in 
2011. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Mr. George B. 
Sobieraj, whose tireless devotion to the Pol-
ish-American community has been an inspira-
tion to many. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 20, 2009, the day President 
Obama took office, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $15,661,574,232,598.82. We’ve 
added $5,034,697483,685.74 to our debt in 
just over 3 years. This is debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE NORTH KOREA 
ROCKET LAUNCH 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, the despotic regime in North Korea 
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launched a rocket under the guise of sending 
a ‘‘weather satellite’’ into outer space. Fortu-
nately, the three-stage missile failed within two 
minutes and crashed into the sea, a setback 
for the North Korean military but a moment of 
relief for that country’s peace-loving neighbors. 

While this missile test was a failure—so 
spectacular a failure that even the propaganda 
arm of North Korea’s government admitted it— 
that does not mean that any next such test will 
also fail. This launch was another slap in the 
face to the United States by a regime that has 
repeatedly violated agreements we have made 
in good faith. The Obama Administration has 
yet again attempted to negotiate with a ter-
rorist regime that uses every negotiation op-
portunity to buy time to develop its nuclear 
program. Meanwhile, thousands of North Ko-
reans are starving. 

In the most recent ‘‘Leap Day Agreement’’ 
entered into with the United States, 
Pyongyang agreed to suspend major elements 
of its nuclear program and refrain from any 
long-range missile launches. We, in turn, 
would provide another 240,000 tons of nutri-
tional assistance. Now we have once again 
provided the regime with food which they re-
portedly sell for hard currency in order to con-
tinue to prop up their military programs. North 
Korea yet again chooses to violate violates its 
part of the deal. 

I have read reports that estimated the cost 
of the failed rocket launch at $850 million. The 
same report said that the cost of the launch 
cost would have been enough money to buy 
2.5 million tons of corn and 1.4 million tons of 
rice—or enough for the North Korean Govern-
ment to feed millions of its starving people. 
This to me is criminal behavior. This launch 
was a gesture of contempt for the efforts of 
the United States, the Republic of Korea, and 
our other partners in Northeast Asia who have 
been working to prevent nuclear proliferation 
on the Korean peninsula and to damper North 
Korea’s belligerence. 

We must remain vigilant not only in pre-
venting missile tests but also in preventing 
North Korea’s further attempts to develop nu-
clear weapons. 

For more than six decades, it has been the 
policy of the U.S. government to promote 
peace, stability, and security in Northeast Asia 
and in the Korean Peninsula. 

South of the Demilitarized Zone, these ef-
forts have seen tremendous and unparalleled 
success. Since the armistice ended the Ko-
rean War in 1953, our ally South Korea has 
grown economically and matured politically. 
Korea is now a model democracy, one of the 
most successful in East Asia, and it shares 
with the United States the values of liberal 
governance, free enterprise, and regional se-
curity. 

By contrast, North Korea is ruled by a family 
dynasty that disdains those values and seeks 
to undermine them. 

South Korea now has the 11th-largest econ-
omy in the world. It is the seventh-largest trad-
ing partner with the United States. Over the 
past six decades, Americans have fought side- 
by-side with our allies from the Republic of 
Korea not only in the Korean War, but also in 
Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 

Over two million Americans of Korean de-
scent live in our country, raising families, 
building businesses, and contributing to their 
communities. Thousands of South Korean stu-
dents are enrolled in American colleges and 

universities. Many Korean tourists and busi-
ness travelers visit the United States each 
year. 

The bonds between the United States and 
Korea are strong and long-lasting, dating back 
to the 1882 Treaty of Amity and Commerce— 
130 years ago. 

We have no ill wishes for the people of 
North Korea, whose government does not rep-
resent them. That 1882 friendship treaty was 
made with all of Korea and we look forward to 
the day when all Koreans and all Americans 
may participate fully in amity and commerce. 

Sadly, the belligerent nature of the North 
Korean regime has postponed that bright day. 

For that reason, in this time of tension in 
Northeast Asia, I urge my colleagues to con-
demn, unequivocally, North Korea’s programs 
to develop both nuclear bombs and long-range 
missiles. We must insist that these projects be 
ended in the interest of peace and stability. 

f 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
MR. EARL NOLAN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Mr. Earl Nolan, an 
active member of and asset to the Northeast 
Ohio community. 

Born on December 15, 1931, Earl served in 
the U.S. Army during the Korean Conflict and 
had been a member of the Disabled American 
Veterans. He was employed by the U.S. Post-
al Service for over 30 years as a General Me-
chanic performing repair work on the post of-
fice buildings and mailboxes in the Cleveland 
District. The U.S. Postal Service provided him 
training at the University of Oklahoma where 
he earned a technician certificate in heating, 
ventilating and air conditioning. Earl was a 
longtime member of the Cleveland Ward 19 
Democratic Club. He also volunteered for over 
20 years with the Cleveland Police Auxiliary to 
help keep his West Park neighborhood safe 
for all fellow residents. 

I offer my condolences to his beloved wife, 
the late Joanne (Pease); loving children Janet 
(Ray) Sirbaugh, Kathy A., and the late Carolyn 
J. Nolan; grandchildren Courtney and Tim; sib-
lings Clarence, the late Agnes Matei, Robert 
and Raymond; as well as his many nieces and 
nephews. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the life of Mr. Earl Nolan. 

f 

LOANTAKA CHAPTER OF NA-
TIONAL SOCIETY DAUGHTERS OF 
THE REVOLUTION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Loantaka Chapter of the 
National Society Daughters of the Revolution, 
organized in the Borough of Madison, Morris 
County, New Jersey and the Parsippanong 
Chapters of the National Society Daughters of 
the Revolution, organized in the Township of 

Parsippany-Troy Hills, Morris County, New 
Jersey as they celebrate their 85th and 100th 
anniversary respectively. 

The Loantaka-Parsippanong Chapter re-
sulted from the merger of the Parsippanong 
and Loantaka DAR chapters in 1992. The 
Parsippanong Chapter was organized on Oc-
tober 14, 1912 with Ruth E. Tichenor Fairchild 
as Organizing Regent and the Loantaka Chap-
ter was organized in 1927 with Jane Wilson 
Graham Ridley as Organizing Regent. Today, 
members continue to promote the awareness 
of our rich history. 

Throughout their history, both the Loantaka 
and Parsippanong Chapters have dem-
onstrated a marked commitment to the Morris 
area. In the past, the Loantaka Chapter has 
supported efforts to make Jockey Hollow a na-
tional historical park and participated in the 
celebration of the National Parks bicentennial 
in 1972. 

Similarly, the Parsippanong Chapter has 
demonstrated its commitment by sponsoring 
Memorial Day Services at the Parsippany 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery where 84 Rev-
olutionary War soldiers are buried. 

The Loantaka-Parsippanong Chapter prides 
itself on working to preserve buildings and 
landmarks that are of historical significance, 
and on supporting the National Society’s 
scholarships, approved schools, and Native 
American endeavors. 

The Daughters of the Revolution persistently 
furthers its mission of education as well as the 
preservation of history by sponsoring activities 
such as Good Citizens, a program which rec-
ognizes and awards scholarships to high 
school seniors exemplifying the ideals of good 
citizenship, and by joining with other patriotic, 
heritage, and historical organizations in pro-
viding educational opportunities to local citi-
zens and schoolchildren. 

The Loantaka and Parsippanong chapters 
have also enriched the community by pro-
viding philanthropic services such as sup-
porting schools for children with special needs, 
providing service to patients in Veterans’ Hos-
pitals, and offering financial aid for American 
Indian students. Through their steadfast dedi-
cation to addressing the educational and so-
cial needs of the community while preserving 
the culture and history of the Morris area, the 
Loantaka-Parsippanong chapter has proved 
itself to be a pillar of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Loantaka and 
Parsippanong Chapters of the National Soci-
ety Daughters of the Revolution as they cele-
brate their 85th and 100th anniversaries. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF COMMANDER 
BOB DOUGLAS OF THE NEWARK, 
CALIFORNIA POLICE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Commander Bob Douglas. Com-
mander Douglas retired from the City of New-
ark, California’s Police Department, on April 
12, 2012, after serving over 30 years in law 
enforcement with over 28 years as a member 
of the Newark Police Department. He was a 
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distinguished police officer and was recog-
nized by his peers as the Police Officer of the 
Year in 1991 and 1998. 

Commander Douglas began his career in 
law enforcement with the Town of Los Gatos 
as a Police Cadet. He was promoted to the 
position of Community Service Officer in 1981. 
He was hired as police officer by the Newark 
Police Department on November 16, 1983. 
During his time as an officer, Commander 
Douglas served as a Field Training Officer, 
Property Crimes/Fraud Detective, Reserve Of-
ficer Coordinator, Citizen Police Academy In-
structor, PR–24 Baton Instructor, and Defen-
sive Tactics Instructor. 

Commander Douglas was promoted to the 
rank of Sergeant on February 25, 2001. As a 
Sergeant, he was assigned to the Patrol Divi-
sion and served two terms as the Detective 
Sergeant. For two years, he was in charge of 
the Newark Police Department’s Field Training 
Program for new officers. Commander Doug-
las received the Winter 2002 Police Depart-
ment Employee of the Quarter Award and was 
City of Newark Pride Awardee in 2006. 

On August 26, he graduated from the Sher-
man Block Supervisory Leadership Institute. 
Commander Douglas was promoted to Police 
Lieutenant on November 1, 2008 and served 
in that capacity as the Administrative Lieuten-
ant. On January 1, 2009, the Lieutenant posi-
tion was reclassified to the rank of Police 
Commander. As the Administrative Lieutenant 
and Commander, he has been in charge of 
the Training Division, Internal Affairs, Property/ 
Evidence, Red Light Photo Enforcement, as 
well as serving as the Newark Police Depart-
ment’s Public Information Officer. 

Commander Douglas received the Chiefs 
Challenge Coin of Special Recognition for his 
outstanding work, loyalty to the organization, 
and tireless efforts in the development and 
promotion of the department’s mission, vision, 
and values. 

I join Commander Douglas’ colleagues and 
the community in thanking him for his exem-
plary service and commitment, and wish him 
well on his retirement. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE 
MARY HARNEY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Honorable Mary Harney, a former 
dignitary in Ireland, who will be visiting Cleve-
land, Ohio on St. Patrick’s Day. 

Ms. Harney was born in Ballinasloe, County 
Galway in 1953. She attended Trinity College, 
Dublin where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in 
Modern Studies. During her college career, 
Ms. Harney became the first female auditor of 
the College Historical Society. After grad-
uating, she worked as a mathematics and ec-
onomics teacher at Castleknock College in 
Dublin for a year. 

In 1977, at the age of 24, Ms. Harney was 
appointed to Seanad Éireann (Irish Senate) by 
the Taoiseach (Prime Minister). At the time of 
her appointment, she was the youngest per-
son to ever be a member of the Seanad. Fol-
lowing several years of dedicated service, Ms. 
Harney was elected to the Teachta Dála (Irish 

Parliament) in the 1981. She served continu-
ously until her retirement in 2011. During her 
service in the Teachta Dála, Ms. Harney 
served as Tánaiste (Deputy Prime Minister) 
from 1997 through 2006. She also served as 
Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment 
for seven years and as Minister for Health and 
Children from 2004 until 2011. Ms. Harney 
was also the Leader of the Progressive Demo-
crats between 1993 and 2006 and again in 
2007 and 2008. 

Throughout her career, Ms. Harney has 
been recognized for her dedicated service to 
the Republic of Ireland. She was named the 
Irish Independent Woman of the Year in 1996 
and Irish Tatler Woman of the Year in 2005. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in welcoming the Honorable Mary Harney to 
the City of Cleveland on St. Patrick’s Day. 

f 

BECKLEY, WEST VIRGINIA, ONE OF 
THE 20 BEST SMALL TOWNS IN 
AMERICA 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s pre-
miere collection of American culture, the 
Smithsonian Institution has spoken. My home-
town of Beckley, West Virginia, is among the 
Smithsonian’s list of ‘‘The 20 Best Small 
Towns in America.’’ 

The master curators of our national trends, 
tastes, tragedies and triumph scoured one of 
our broad Republic’s basic foundations, our 
small towns, to identify those that best cele-
brate culture, often those that celebrate their 
own culture and share it with the world. 

The forthcoming article in the May 2012 edi-
tion of Smithsonian Magazine highlights a few 
of the Beckley area’s many institutions, includ-
ing the Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine, our Arts 
center, Tamarack, and the venerable Theater 
West Virginia. They reflect a hardworking, tal-
ented, inspiring, sharing, genuine people who 
would do anything and everything within their 
power to help their neighbor. The faith, hope 
and abundant charity within the hearts of the 
community is a hallmark we cherish. These 
cultural icons attract visitors across many cul-
tures as well as our own school kids and fami-
lies, all who are eager to learn and enjoy. 

The Smithsonian quest was prompted by 
the premise that our ‘‘big cities’’ and ‘‘grand in-
stitutions’’ do not have a monopoly on our Na-
tion’s creative juices. I wholeheartedly agree. I 
would only add to the authors’ survey, that 
partnerships as well as individuals—can con-
stitute a virtual wellspring of cultural oppor-
tunity. 

I know, firsthand, that partnerships on all 
levels of government and from all corners of 
the private sector have mixed and matched 
manpower, material and money to share the 
magic and majesty of our mountain heritage 
and living to all who pass our way. 

These public sector commitments to local 
arts, theater and culture are long term invest-
ments of precious taxpayer dollars. They are 
among the fundamental building blocks of a 
regional economy. They are among the pillars 
that support an elevated quality of life for ev-
eryone. I know that my hometown is not 
unique in this respect and hope that my col-

leagues will keep this in mind as we debate 
the great needs of our nation. 

I salute everyone involved in Beckley’s, Ra-
leigh County’s and the great State of West Vir-
ginia’s progress and in this most deserved dis-
tinction. 

I say to my colleagues, it’s worth a visit real 
soon. 

I commend the Smithsonian, affectionately 
known at the nation’s attic, for recognizing the 
best of our small cities, where the country’s 
front porches have much to offer. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. McINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I was unex-
pectedly unable to make votes on April 17, 
2012. Had I been present, I would have voted 
in the following way: ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 
154; ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 155; ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall vote No. 156; ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 
157; ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 158; ‘‘no’’ on 
rollcall vote No. 159; ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 
160; ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 161; ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall vote No. 162; ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 
163; ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 164. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF KEVIN 
O’DONNELL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Kevin O’Donnell. 

Kevin O’Donnell was born in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 1925 and attended West High School 
and Kenyon College before joining the U.S. 
Navy Supply Corps during World War II. After 
returning home from the war, he attended Har-
vard University and established himself as a 
businessman, working for SIFCO and Booz, 
Allen, Hamilton. 

In 1966, he made a life-changing decision 
after spotting a story in a local paper about a 
man serving in the Peace Corps. He applied 
and accepted an assignment to head the 
Peace Corps’ office in South Korea. As the 
Country Director in South Korea, he was 
charged with establishing educational pro-
grams. After four years in that post, he moved 
to the Peace Corps headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C. and quickly rose up the ranks, fi-
nally becoming Director of the Peace Corps in 
1971. O’Donnell was instrumental in success-
fully opposing Congressional efforts to slash 
funding for the Peace Corps. His daughter 
Megan and granddaughter Allison would con-
tinue his legacy, volunteering with the Peace 
Corps in Nepal and Honduras, respectively. 

After 6 years with the Peace Corps he re-
turned to Lakewood, Ohio and to SIFC, serv-
ing as the company’s CEO. O’Donnell was 
recognized several times for his dedication to 
public service, receiving honorary doctorates 
from Kenyon College, Ohio Wesleyan, and 
Pusan National University in Korea. 

Kevin O’Donnell is survived by his children 
Kevin, Susan, Michael, John, Maura, Megan 
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and Hugh; as well as by 17 great grand-
children. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
memory of Mr. Kevin O’Donnell. His work and 
legacy will live on with all those who were 
blessed with knowing him. 

f 

HONORING NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 
MAYOR CORY BOOKER 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Newark, 
New Jersey Mayor Cory Booker for his heroic 
efforts on April 13, 2012. 

Mayor Booker returned home last Thursday 
evening to find flames erupting out of his 
neighbor’s home. His neighbor screamed that 
her daughter was still inside. The mayor ran 
inside without hesitation, hoping to rescue the 
woman he had known for years. In doing so, 
Mayor Booker suffered second-degree burns 
and smoke inhalation. The woman who was 
trapped inside the burning home suffered sec-
ond-degree burns on her back. Mayor Book-
er’s neighbor, Zina Hodge, said ‘‘If Cory 
wouldn’t have came in there and rescued me, 
I would have died in there.’’ 

Mayor Booker is one of our Nation’s fore-
most Mayors. As Mayor of Newark, he has 
worked diligently to create thousands of jobs, 
reduce crime, and improve education. Mayor 
Booker’s leadership has attracted approxi-
mately $100 million in private philanthropy to 
the City of Newark, and a variety of nonprofits 
and public-private partnerships have been cre-
ated with the goal of improving the lives of 
Newark residents. Mayor Booker is a shining 
example of what being a public servant truly 
means. 

Mr. Speaker, Mayor Booker continues to 
strive to improve the lives of the citizens of 
Newark. I would like to recognize the Honor-
able Cory Booker for his determination, hard 
work, and bravery. His dedication and leader-
ship are outstanding models for public service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MERVA E. 
JACKSON 

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and memory of 
Ms. Merva E. Jackson, who sadly passed 
away on April 4, 2012. 

Few times in one’s life do you come across 
a person with such great passion, grace, and 
expertise like Merva Jackson. Merva had an 
indelible impact on everyone she met, includ-
ing me. I vividly remember a meeting I had 
with her and several of her colleagues in my 
Washington office in the spring of 2010. It was 
one of those inspiring meetings that you never 
forget. The excitement in the room and the 
commitment to change was palpable as we 
brainstormed ways to combat the pervasive 
school-to-prison-pipeline that entangles too 
many of our youth. We left the meeting ener-

gized and with a plan for a statewide con-
ference to tackle ways to reform the system. 
Merva’s passion ignited my own, and I re-
member feeling so lucky that the State of Con-
necticut had her to advocate on behalf of vul-
nerable youth. A few months later our vision 
became a reality when over 150 people from 
across the State—and the Assistant Secretary 
of Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation—came together to listen to Merva and 
others discuss the critical issue of promoting 
dignity in schools. Of course, she provided in-
valuable insight and perspective that day, as 
she did every day. 

I am deeply saddened by the loss of Merva 
Jackson but feel so lucky to have known her. 
I last saw Merva in October at a juvenile jus-
tice event in Wethersfield, Connecticut. She 
was busy planning events for the future, to 
continue her work for justice and equal oppor-
tunity for all. I hold that memory near to me, 
and hope all who knew her find some comfort 
in reflecting on their own many loving memo-
ries of Merva and take pride in all that she did 
and all that she was. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MS. MALAK 
JADALLAH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ms. Malak Jadallah and to acknowl-
edge her receipt of the Community Service 
Award from the Cleveland American Middle 
East Organization (CAMEO). Ms. Jadallah is 
being recognized for her service, dedication, 
leadership, volunteerism and advocacy on be-
half of the Arab American Community of 
Greater Cleveland. 

Malak was born and raised in Jerusalem, 
Palestine. She is a former art and German 
language teacher. Ms. Jadallah later moved 
with her beloved husband, Muhammad Amer, 
to Kuwait in 1972. Later, the Palestinians that 
had settled in Kuwait were forced to leave 
their homes and lives. Malak immigrated to 
the United States in 1990 and settled with her 
mother and sisters in Brooklyn, Ohio. 

Soon after becoming a Member of Con-
gress, I asked Malak to join my Congressional 
staff in Lakewood, Ohio. She has been faith-
fully serving the residents of the 10th District 
for 15 years as a constituent service rep-
resentative specializing in immigration and 
visa issues. Prior to working in my office, 
Malak was a program director for the Arab 
American Community Center for Economic 
and Social Services (AACCESS). She has 
continued her work in the Arab community and 
has been a member of CAMEO for 18 years. 
She also worked with the Council of Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations, American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee, American Arab In-
stitute, Beit Hanina Federation and the 
Ramallah Federation. 

As a result of her steadfast dedication, 
Malak has been honored numerous times 
throughout the years. She has been recog-
nized by the Arab American Community Cen-
ter, Albanian American Association of Cleve-
land and Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission to the 
U.S. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in congratulating Ms. Malak Jadallah as she is 

honored by the Cleveland American Middle 
East Organization. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JOHN PAYTON 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Democracy, 
at its core, requires that all of the people be 
included in ‘We the People.’ ’’ Uttered by Mr. 
John Adolphus Payton during a 2008 speech 
in Michigan, this quote embodies his legacy. A 
true pioneer, John Payton rarely turned down 
an opportunity to advocate for the least among 
us and reminded America time and again of 
the necessity to advance toward a more inclu-
sive and tolerant society. From his youth until 
his last days, John Payton fought for the rec-
ognition of individual rights and taught us how 
to work toward democracy—not just speak 
about it. 

A quick glance at John’s background quickly 
reveals the makings of a civil rights giant. At 
the height of the overt racial tensions of 1965, 
John Payton was one of only a handful of 
black students at Pomona College. Even as a 
working student, John found time to enhance 
the quality of collegiate life for disadvantaged 
students by founding Pomona’s Black Student 
Association, organizing and participating in 
anti-war and civil rights demonstrations, suc-
cessfully lobbying Pomona’s administration to 
recruit more black students, and for the cre-
ation of a black studies program. A year after 
graduating from Pomona College, John en-
rolled at Harvard Law School in 1974. As a 
law student he obtained affidavits from black 
student activists who were injured during Bos-
ton’s school busing controversy. John served 
as an ideal model of what true civic engage-
ment should be. Even without a formal title, he 
used his resources to fight for the rights of 
others. 

Serving as the sixth president of the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund (LDF), 
John led many victories before the U.S. Su-
preme Court, including the 2010 case Lewis v. 
City of Chicago, where John successfully rep-
resented a group of firefighters who argued 
that the city had discriminated against black 
recruits by using a grading system that re-
sulted in no black applicants being hired. 
Though their claims had been barred by a 
statute of limitations defense in the lower 
court, the Supreme Court reversed those find-
ings, allowing the recruits’ claims to move for-
ward. Prior to taking the helm of the NAACP 
LDF, in 2003 John argued in Grutter v. 
Bolinger that the University of Michigan had a 
compelling interest in promoting class diver-
sity, and that acknowledging race as one of 
many factors in admissions decisions was not 
a quota. In a 5–4 decision, the Supreme Court 
agreed with John’s argument, and put our na-
tion one step closer towards achieving equi-
table higher education for all. 

John’s journey to erasing the ‘‘badges of 
slavery’’ meant challenging racism head on. 
As an associate with the D.C. law firm Wilmer, 
Cutler and Pickering (now known as Wilmer 
Hale), he contributed to the firm’s representa-
tion of the NAACP in various legal matters, in-
cluding assisting with the 1982 Supreme Court 
case NAACP v. Claiborne Hardware Co. The 
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Claiborne case rescued the NAACP from cer-
tain bankruptcy by avoiding a financial penalty 
after the group organized a 1960s boycott 
against white merchants in Mississippi. In 
1988, John represented the city of Richmond’s 
program which set aside 30 percent of munic-
ipal construction jobs for minority-owned busi-
nesses. The Supreme Court ruled that the 
Richmond law was unconstitutional because it 
violated the white-owned construction firms’ 
right to equal protection. Many would have 
been discouraged by the loss, but as John 
eloquently stated in the 2008 edition of The 
Civil Rights Monitor, published by the Leader-
ship Conference on Civil and Human Rights, 
‘‘We must recognize that this is a marathon 
and not a race if we are to find solutions that 
will work.’’ 

As I sat at John’s memorial service, I not 
only sat as a legal colleague, but as a friend. 
Many shared their respects for a man who 
gave so much to promote justice and equality. 
I thank his wife of 20 years, Gay McDougall, 
for sharing her lifelong partner so that we 
could be beneficiaries of his lifelong mission. 

f 

WE SAY NEVER AGAIN TO THE 
HOLOCAUST 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, on Yom 
HaShoah, better known as Holocaust and Her-
oism Remembrance Day, people from all 
walks of life regardless of politics, faith, race, 
gender, or sexual orientation recognize the 
Holocaust as one of the most horrific events in 
world history. Since the end of World War II 
the United States and our allies have prom-
ised to never allow such mass genocide to be 
repeated. Never again shall humanity experi-
ence the evil and destruction that brutally 
robbed eleven million people of their lives. 

After the Allies took back Europe from the 
forces of evil, millions of Jews emigrated to 
the United States and to the area now globally 
recognized as the State of Israel. It is here 
where the Jewish people found a home to re-
store their identity in the aftermath of the War. 
When General Dwight Eisenhower arrived at 
Buchenwald, he ordered the U.S. 4th Armed 
Division to tour the facility. He wanted them to 
bear witness to the atrocities unleashed on 
human beings so that no person would ever 
question what happened. 

For the Holocaust survivors, they live with 
the nightmares and trauma of having seen 
their brothers and sisters treated like animals. 
To this day former prisoners wake up seeing 
the most visible scar from that era, an identi-
fication tattoo forced on them upon entering 
the concentration camps. 

New York is home to half of the Holocaust 
survivors living in the United States. Although 
we can never undo this tragedy, we can con-
tinue to remember and pay tribute to the sur-
vivors and their families. I am proud to live in 
a country that recognizes human rights and 
has provided sanctuary to oppressed people 
throughout the world. America must continue 
to remain that beacon of hope. 

IN RECOGNITION OF CLEVELAND 
PEACE ACTION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Cleveland Peace Action as they 
gather for the Second Annual Save Our Com-
munities—Books Not Bombs, Jobs Not Jails, 
Families Not Foreclosures Forum and Dinner 
and Rally on April 14 and 17, 2012. 

Cleveland Peace Action, a chapter of Peace 
Action, was established in 1981 as the Great-
er Cleveland Nuclear Weapons Freeze Cam-
paign. Their mission is ‘‘To reduce the threat 
of violence, war and terrorism by working 
through peaceful, just and democratic means.’’ 
Cleveland Peace Action works for global nu-
clear disarmament, a comprehensive nuclear 
test ban treaty, a reduced military budget, al-
ternatives to war and violence, cooperation 
with other nations and protection of human 
rights. 

On April 14 and 17, 2012, Cleveland Peace 
Action will host the Save Our Communities— 
Books Not Bombs, Jobs Not Jails, Families 
Not Foreclosures Forum and Dinner and Save 
Our Communities—Make Taxation Fair! Bring 
the War $$$ Home! Invest In Real Security! 
Rally. The community forum will be held on 
Saturday, April 14 at the Pilgrim United 
Church of Christ and will feature National Pri-
orities Project’s Senior Research Analyst, 
Chris Hellman, as the keynote speaker. The 
rally will be held on April 17 in Cleveland Pub-
lic Square. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing Cleveland Peace Action as 
members of the Northeast Ohio community 
gather for the Second Annual Save Our Com-
munities—Books Not Bombs, Jobs Not Jails, 
Families Not Foreclosures Forum and Dinner 
and Rally. 

f 

CELEBRATING STANLEY GORSKI 
ON HIS 50 YEARS OF TEACHING 
IN THE STATE OF NEW HAMP-
SHIRE 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I congratulate Mr. Stanley Gorski 
on his 50 years of teaching in the state of 
New Hampshire. 

For the past fifty years, Mr. Gorski has in-
spired hundreds of high school students to 
pursue their talents and goals, and excel in 
their studies. As an English teacher, he has 
helped to spark an interest in reading and writ-
ing, and broadened the minds of many stu-
dents in his classes, doing so with a great 
sense of humor and kindness appreciated by 
all. He is to be commended for his many 
years of service and dedication to his profes-
sion and students, and recognized for the im-
pact he has had on their lives. 

Throughout his fifty years of teaching, both 
at Bishop Brady High School and Trinity High 
School, Mr. Gorski has not only become a 
trusted and valued employee, but a mentor 

and friend to his fellow teachers. He gener-
ously shares his knowledge and experience 
with those around him and we are all thankful 
for his many contributions to teaching. 

I congratulate Stanley on reaching this great 
milestone and for his outstanding commitment 
to education and his students. Tonight’s cele-
bration is well deserved for the many years of 
service he has given and I wish him all the 
best for continued success in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION RE-
GARDING RECORDED VOTE ON 
THE HOLT AMENDMENT TO H.R. 
4809 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
correct a vote I made yesterday, regarding the 
Holt Amendment to H.R. 4809, the Sports-
men’s Heritage Act of 2012. I mistakenly voted 
against the amendment, when I intended to 
support it. I strongly support Rep. HOLT’s in-
tention, which was to make a technical correc-
tion to the legislation to allow a local park 
manager to close a park to hunting and rec-
reational shooting when necessary. My record 
in supporting and protecting our national parks 
is a testimony to my strong commitment to 
these important places, and I believe that Rep. 
HOLT’s amendment was an important technical 
correction. 

I wish to clearly state for the record that I 
supported the Holt Amendment to H.R. 4809 
and did not intend to vote against it. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CLEVELAND 
FEDERAL EXECUTIVE BOARD’S 
26TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 26th anniversary of the 
Cleveland Federal Executive Board, and to 
thank all the federal employees in our commu-
nity for their individual and collective dedica-
tion to the public good. 

The community of federal employees in 
Cleveland, Ohio is comprised of more than 
25,000 individuals who contribute their talent 
and expertise daily in an array of roles, includ-
ing park rangers, administrators, accountants, 
clerical employees, attorneys engineers, mili-
tary personnel, mail carriers, scientists, nurses 
and physicians. 

The professional contributions extended 
daily by federal employees serve as a founda-
tion of support, safety and security throughout 
the community. Every day, the environment is 
protected; the mail is delivered; veterans re-
ceive medical care; our national park is pre-
served; immigrants are guided to citizenship; 
citizens are provided with benefits and pro-
grams; and the universe is studied and ex-
plored thanks to federal employees in North-
east Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the members of the Cleveland 
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Federal Executive Board and the thousands of 
federal employees who live and work within 
the Cleveland community. Their dedication to 
their work continues to preserve, protect and 
strengthen our entire community. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF SERGEANT 
FRANK LEHR OF THE NEWARK, 
CALIFORNIA POLICE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Sergeant Frank Lehr. Sergeant Lear 
retired from the City of Newark, California’s 
Police Department on January 27, 2012. 

Sergeant Lehr began his career with the 
Newark Police Department on August 2, 1986. 
Prior to joining the department he served as 
an officer in the City of San Jose Airport Po-
lice Force. During his time as a Police Officer 
in Newark, Sergeant Lehr served two terms 
with the Southern Alameda County Narcotics 
Enforcement Team as a Narcotics Detective. 
In addition to his patrol and detective assign-
ments, Sergeant Lehr served as a Field Train-
ing Officer, an instructor for the Citizens Police 
Academy, a SWAT team member, a hostage 
negotiator, and in 1990 was named Officer of 
the Year by his peers. 

Sergeant Lehr was promoted to the rank of 
sergeant on July 1, 2004. He was assigned to 
the Patrol Division and was the Community 
Safety Team Sergeant. In this position he 
worked with his team on gang related prob-
lems in Newark. In addition to his day-to-day 
duties, Sergeant Lehr also served as the Hos-
tage Negotiation Team Sergeant and was an 
original member of the City of Newark’s first 
Honor Guard. 

On August 12, 2009, Sergeant Lehr grad-
uated from the Sherman Block Supervisory 
Leadership Institute. The Institute is designed 
to stimulate personal growth, leadership, and 
ethical decision-making among California law 
enforcement’s front-line supervisors. 

Throughout his tenure with the Newark Po-
lice Department, Sergeant Lehr has served 
with distinction. I extend congratulations to him 
on his retirement and join the City of Newark 
in thanking him for his commitment to exem-
plary law enforcement. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF SAINT AN-
DREW GREEK ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Saint Andrew Greek Ortho-
dox Church, located in the Township of Ran-
dolph, Morris County, New Jersey as they cel-
ebrate their 50th Anniversary. 

Saint Andrew Greek Orthodox Church came 
together with approximately 50 families and 
their first priest, Fr. Konstantine Tsigas, for 
their First Divine Liturgy on December 23, 
1962 in Dover, New Jersey. The ground 

breaking ceremony for a new church facility in 
Randolph, New Jersey took place on Decem-
ber 16, 1973. The Church has thrived through-
out its many decades, growing from 50 fami-
lies to over 500 and will continue to thrive for 
the many years to come. 

Saint Andrew prides itself on not only pre-
serving the Greek Orthodox faith and heritage 
for future generations but also on sharing its 
culture and faith with the Morris County com-
munity. 

St. Andrew’s incorporates individuals of 
varying interests and backgrounds through 
their comprehensive selection of community 
activities and programs. The Church has en-
riched the community by offering regular reli-
gious services, religious education, and week-
ly classes on the Greek Language and Hel-
lenic culture. Members of their community can 
participate in the Church’s Byzantine Choir, 
join one of the many Greek folk dancing 
groups, attend youth or adult Greek language 
classes, or join one of several service groups. 
By offering an array of cultural programs and 
activities, St. Andrew has succeeded in keep-
ing the Greek culture and language a part of 
the holistic Orthodox experience. 

The Church also provides philanthropic 
services to the community through volunteer 
work and services such as providing Life Line 
Screening, which preemptively scans for risk 
factors for Stroke, Vascular Disease, and 
Osteoporosis. St. Andrew’s Daughters of Pe-
nelope organization award numerous college 
scholarships to graduating high school seniors 
in the area while the Philoptochos Society 
strives both to promote the Greek Orthodox 
tradition and to assist those in need through 
fundraisers. 

Through their steadfast dedication to ad-
dressing the educational and social needs of 
the community while preserving the cultural 
and religious diversity of the Morris area, Saint 
Andrew Greek Orthodox Church has proved 
itself to be a pillar of our community. 

The Saint Andrew Greek Orthodox Church 
is truly a place where anyone is welcome to 
find God and find a community of caring, 
friendly faces. We are proud to have them 
here in Morris County. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Saint Andrew 
Greek Orthodox Church as they celebrate 
their Fiftieth Anniversary. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF TOAST-
MASTERS INTERNATIONAL, DIS-
TRICT 10 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the members of Toastmasters 
International, District 10 as they gather in 
Cleveland, Ohio for their Spring District Con-
ference on April 27 and 28, 2012. 

Toastmasters International was established 
in 1924 as an organization dedicated to mak-
ing people more confident in front of audi-
ences. The organization empowers people to 
achieve their full potential. Through its mem-
ber clubs, people throughout the world can im-
prove their communication and leadership 
skills, and find the courage they need for suc-

cessful public speaking. Toastmasters Inter-
national has more than 270,000 members that 
belong to 13,000 clubs in 116 countries. Dis-
trict 10 of Toastmasters International serves 
approximately 1,700 members and consists of 
more than 100 active clubs in Northeast Ohio. 

The theme of the Spring Conference is 
‘‘Strive for Excellence’’ and will consist of edu-
cational workshops, contests and a dinner. It 
will also feature the 2011—2012 Toastmaster 
International President, Mr. Michael Notaro 
and the Communication and Leadership 
Award recipient, Reverend Larry L. Harris, Sr., 
the Senior Pastor of Mt. Olive Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the members of Toastmasters 
International, District 10 as they gather for 
their Spring Conference. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ELIE WIESEL 

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
enter a statement into the Record on behalf of 
my constituent, Dr. Israel Zoberman. Dr. 
Zoberman is the Founding Rabbi of Congrega-
tion Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
He is also the president of the Hampton 
Roads Board of Rabbis and Cantors. Dr. 
Zoberman asked me to enter the following re-
marks into the Record recognizing Elie Wiesel. 
Dr. Zoberman’s statement follows: 

‘‘With over 50 books to his illustrious credit, 
Elie Wiesel continues to bless us at age 84 
with his multiple pursuits, including recently as 
a musician of his childhood songs and melo-
dies. If anyone deserves the honorary appella-
tion of ‘‘Our Teacher and Rabbi’’ these unset-
tling times of post-Holocaust perplexities for 
Jew and Gentile, it is this distinguished yet 
humble survivor of the Holocaust’s unique 
tragedy, calling upon us to bear sacred wit-
ness with Zachor’s undying remembrance. He 
emerged from the ‘‘Kingdom Of The Night’’ re-
solved to help save humanity, struggling with 
his shaken faith in his early classic ‘‘Night,’’ 
while contending with his brethren’s fate in So-
viet captivity in ‘‘Jews Of Silence,’’ ever faithful 
to his rich Jewish moorings as well as uni-
versal culture. 

Wiesel, a 1986 Nobel Peace Laureate—he 
should receive one for literature too—is on the 
very short list of those serving as humanity’s 
conscience. He courageously speaks out for 
human rights in addition to his ‘‘Elie Wiesel 
Foundation for Humanity,’’ and academic work 
as the Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Hu-
manities at Boston University. Among many 
awards and honors, this great American and 
humanitarian is a recipient of the United 
States Congressional Gold Medal along with 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and is the 
1980 Founding Chairman of the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Council, receiving on May 
16th, 2011, the first U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Award, the museum’s highest honor, 
now bearing Wiesel’s name. He turned down, 
reportedly, in 2007 the sure opportunity to be-
come Israel’s President. 

Wiesel’s latest literary gem, ‘‘The 
Sonderberg Case,’’ is a suspenseful Holocaust 
related novel reflecting his being at home both 
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in the vineyard of Jewish knowledge as well 
as general philosophy and literature. Wiesel is 
the Founding President of the Universal Acad-
emy of Cultures. In the book, Werner 
Sonderberg’s grandpa, and unrepentant ex- 
Nazi officer of the notorious Einsatzgruppen, 
boasts to his grandson of his murderous 
record and only regretting that Hitler lost the 
war with hope of yet a future victory. My own 
maternal aunt, Bas-Malka Bobrov Gurvitz, 
husband Shachne and children Aharon, 14, 
Yisrael, 12, and Rochel-Leah, 2, were mur-
dered in Sarny, the Ukraine, on August 27–28, 
1942, among 14,000 Jews by the 
Einsatzgruppen and their collaborators. 

My grandma Esther Bobrov was killed by 
German air bombs when on the run with my 
mother, Chasia, from their hometown Sarny. 
My great-grandparents, Rabbi Yaacov and 
Dena Manzies Zoberman from Zamosc, Po-
land, perished in the Belzec death camp and 
great-grandparents Yitzchak and Zipora Anker 
were also among the many victims from both 
family sides, of the 6 million martyrs with its 
million and a half children. Five million Gen-
tiles were murdered by the Nazis with World 
War II claiming the lives of 50 million. My 
uncle, Emanuel Zoberman, who was a mem-
ber of a Russian attached Polish commando 
unit, helped liberate Poland and was killed 
while crossing the Oder River. 

My father, Yechiel Zoberman, served in the 
Russian Army for five years, fighting on the 
outskirts of Moscow and St. Petersburg (Len-
ingrad), among other battles. We cherish the 
enormous sacrifices of the heroic American 
military and all the Allied Forces, along with 
Righteous Gentiles who stepped forward to 
protect human dignity and honor. 

Wiesel applies the Holocaust’s awesome 
lessons of guilt and responsibility, resonating 
in the anguished sharing of his German stu-
dents at Boston University, as well as those of 
healing and hope, to the lingering conflict be-
tween Palestinians and Israelis while trying to 
acknowledge all concerned and seeking to 
protect the ‘‘The Other’’ that both sides have 
suffered from. He probingly reflects on the op-
posite polls and messages of Auschwitz and 
Jerusalem, altering and sensitizing us toward 
mutually respectful and professional relations, 
and that what we do bears moral con-
sequence. Wiesel eases the burden of mem-
ory without diluting its sacred essence. 

The outstanding Holocaust Commission of 
the United Jewish Federation of Tidewater of 
which I have been a proud member for many 
years, sponsors this season the 15th annual 
Elie Wiesel Writing Competition and the 10th 
annual Elie Wiesel Visual Arts Competition. 
Teachers’ Awards for Excellence in Holocaust 
Education are also given out at an inspiring 
annual gathering of commemoration. A new 
documentary, ‘‘What We Carry,’’ featuring four 
local survivors, Dana Cohen, Kitty Saks and of 
blessed memory David Katz and Hanns 
Loewenbach, has already received high ac-
claim. 

So close to recalling the destruction of 2/3 
of European Jewry—a 1/3 of world Jewry— 
which has reduced the potential of the Jewish 
people and humanity, we celebrate this year 
the 64th anniversary of the only Jewish state, 
The State of Israel, that is America’s very spe-
cial democratic ally in an uncertain world. With 
its deep historical roots in the Middle East 
from whence its prophets challenged humanity 
with the message of universal shalom, the re-

established Third Jewish Commonwealth ab-
sorbed the remnant of Holocaust survivors 
and dispersed Jews from over 100 countries 
and diverse cultures, bound together by 
shared faith and fate. It has set a high bar 
with its astonishing accomplishments in all 
fields of human endeavor in spite of mighty 
existential threats, as it rose from the ashes of 
a consuming Holocaust following a most trying 
history of exile and denial, with its survival 
vow, ‘‘Never Again!’’ 

In the midst of a still raging ‘‘Arab Spring’’ 
with the Syrian slaughter continuing and the 
international community doing so little, a re-
minder of the Holocaust’s years of deafening 
silence, Israel’s flourishing democracy and 
loadable stability stand out in a region lacking 
both, as a beacon of hope and noble example. 
Iran, whose theocratic leaders are Holocaust 
deniers calling for Israel’s destruction, is a 
threat to the entire world. It is the world’s larg-
est exporter of terrorism seeking a nuclear ca-
pability to further its goals of de-stabilization 
and dominion, and being able to conclude 
what Hitler began.’’ 

f 

INCREASING AMERICAN JOBS 
THROUGH GREATER EXPORTS TO 
AFRICA ACT 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday I chaired a hearing that examined 
U.S. policy toward American exports to Africa 
as a part of U.S.-Africa trade. The original Afri-
can Growth and Opportunity Act, or AGOA, 
was intended to be mutually beneficial for both 
African and American entrepreneurs, but the 
focus of the three administrations since its 
passage in 2000 has been on increasing Afri-
can exports to the United States and the re-
sultant job growth on the African continent. 

This policy has neglected the job growth 
here in the United States that could be cre-
ated through increasing U.S. exports to Africa. 
The purpose of the Increasing American Jobs 
Through Greater Exports to Africa Act of 2012, 
H.R. 4221, which I introduced together with 
Rep. Bobby Rush on March 20th, is to ad-
dress this important component of U.S.-Africa 
trade by increasing U.S. exports to Africa by 
200 percent over the next decade. This bill 
does not replace AGOA; it complements it by 
providing for a rebalancing that makes it bene-
ficial to Americans as well as Africans. Sen-
ators Dick Durbin and John Boozman have in-
troduced an identical version of the bill in the 
Senate—S. 2215. 

The bill intends to achieve its ambitious, but 
achievable, goal by taking several steps, in-
cluding the creation of a U.S.-Africa trade co-
ordinator to ensure that all U.S. agencies in-
volved in trade work in concert with one an-
other. This legislation also calls for not less 
than 25% of available U.S. trade financing to 
be devoted to facilitating U.S.-Africa trade. 
Furthermore, it encourages the descendants 
of Africa in this country, who largely operate 
small and medium-sized businesses, to play a 
greater role in trade with the countries in Afri-
ca. 

Small and medium enterprises in Africa and 
the United States have not benefited from 

AGOA to the extent that they could have or 
should have, and the bill addresses this def-
icit. U.S. companies can benefit from an ex-
panding African market of businesses and 
consumers, and increased American produc-
tion will create new, sustainable jobs. 

Some have expressed concern that such an 
expansion of U.S. exports to Africa could flood 
African markets and damage their economies. 
However, many of these U.S. exports, such as 
in the agriculture sector, will enable African 
producers to become more efficient and profit-
able and create jobs for their workers as well. 
In trade, the best situation is one of observing 
the principle of comparative advantage: coun-
tries sell what they make most efficiently and 
buy what another country makes most effi-
ciently. In this way, both buyer and seller 
countries benefit from trade by meeting each 
other’s needs. 

According to the U.S. International Trade 
Administration, the United States is the world’s 
largest importer of sub-Saharan African goods, 
receiving 20.2% of the region’s total global ex-
ports. On the other hand, during the height of 
the global recession in 2008–2009, our ex-
ports to sub-Saharan Africa plummeted by 
45% from $78.3 billion to $42.8 billion. As of 
the end of 2011, the United States sold nearly 
$20.3 billion worth of goods to sub-Saharan 
Africa, while purchasing more than $74 billion 
worth of goods. Consequently, we had a trade 
deficit with the nations of sub-Saharan Africa 
last year of nearly $54 billion. 

The African Development Bank estimates 
that one out of three Africans is considered to 
be in the middle class—that’s 314 million Afri-
cans who have escaped poverty and can now 
buy consumer goods, including those from the 
United States. In order to reduce our trade 
deficit with the nations of Africa, there is room 
to engage in trade that increases economic 
opportunity for Africans and Americans. We 
just haven’t taken advantage of the opportuni-
ties that exist. The United States has over the 
last decade taken many steps to enhance 
U.S.-Africa trade. African governments have 
taken steps to encourage trans-Atlantic trade 
as well. Still, both sides can do better. 

More exports help the economy grow be-
cause they typically boost factory production, 
which can fuel more hiring and lead to greater 
consumer spending. Fewer imports subtract 
less from growth, largely because consumers 
are spending less on overseas goods and 
services. H.R. 4221 would contribute to job 
growth in the United States by facilitating in-
creased sales to the emerging markets of Afri-
ca. 

The rest of the world understands how valu-
able the nations of Africa have become as 
economic markets. Last month, this sub-
committee held a hearing on the role of China 
in Africa that not only pointed out China’s de-
signs on selling their goods to Africa countries, 
but also illustrated the economic interest in Af-
rica shown by nations as far-flung as Brazil, 
Turkey and South Korea. We in the United 
States must join in the more equal two-way 
trade the rest of the world envisions for their 
commerce with Africa. 

Our witnesses yesterday discussed current 
administration policy toward U.S.-Africa trade, 
the U.S. business sector view on trade with 
Africa, and examined the realities of doing 
business in Africa by both a current and a pro-
spective enterprise on the continent. 
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H.R. 4384—PATIENT SAFETY AND 

DRUG LABELING IMPROVEMENT 
ACT 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, the Pa-
tient Safety and Drug Labeling Improvement 
Act is meant to address a troubling inconsist-
ency in the law, created by Pliva v. Mensing, 
which does not allow consumers injured by 
generic drugs to hold the manufacturer ac-
countable for inadequate warnings. 

The Mensing ruling also eliminates any in-
centive for generic drug manufacturers to 
monitor the safety of the products they sell 
and propose necessary changes to labeling to 
the FDA, as currently required by federal law. 

Under the Patient Safety and Drug Labeling 
Improvement Act manufacturers of generic 
drugs assume the same duties as brand man-
ufacturers to monitor the safety of the drugs 
they sell and to ensure that their labeling con-
tains accurate risk information. More specifi-
cally, the legislation authorizes generic drug 
manufacturers to independently initiate label-
ing changes through the Changes Being Ef-
fected (CBE) process under the same cir-
cumstances that apply to manufacturers of 
branded drugs in order to ensure that all drug 
labels accurately reflect current health and 
safety information. 

HONORING DR. DENNIS FISHER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Dr. Dennis Fisher 
on his retirement as the Superintendent of the 
Park Hill School District in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. 

Dr. Fisher started his career in education as 
a Junior High Social Studies teacher in Papil-
lion, Nebraska. He also served as the interim 
Superintendent and the Assistant Super-
intendent for Business Services at the Liberty 
School District in Liberty, Missouri. He began 
his time at Park Hill in 1999 as the Assistant 
Superintendent for Business Services before 
becoming Superintendent in 2005. Dr. Fisher 
has a total of 36 years of experience in edu-
cation. 

Under Dr. Fisher’s leadership, the Park Hill 
School District has achieved many awards. 
They became the first school district ever to 
receive the Missouri Quality Award and con-
tinues to receive the Distinction in Perform-
ance Award from the State of Missouri each 
year. Park Hill is one of the highest-achieving 
districts in the state, but Dr. Fisher has still 
pushed for continuous improvement through 
the years. 

Dr. Fisher has received many acclamations 
personally also. In 2011, he was named the 

Missouri Superintendent of the Year and re-
ceived the Pierce Award, the Missouri Asso-
ciation of School Administrators’ highest 
honor. In 2005, Dr. Fisher received the Mis-
souri School Business Official of the Year 
award. 

He leads not only 10,292 students, 1,400 
staff members, and an annual operating budg-
et of $120 million, but also many organizations 
of his peers. He has served as President of 
the Missouri Association of School Business 
Officials, the Kansas City Association of 
School Business Officials, and the Greater 
Kansas City Administrators Association. He is 
also very dedicated to helping the community 
and has served on the Board of Directors for 
the Missouri Securities Investment Program, 
Synergy Services Inc, the Northland Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, the Platte County 
Economic Development Council, and the Park-
ville Economic Development Council. 

I have had the honor of working with Dr. 
Fisher over the last few years and have seen 
first hand his dedication to the education and 
development of students in the Park Hill 
School District. His commitment to the stu-
dents, staff, and community is all-encom-
passing. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
congratulating Dr. Fisher on his retirement and 
in wishing him the best of luck in the years to 
come. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
April 19, 2012 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
APRIL 24 

10 a.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the collapse 
of MF Global, focusing on lessons 
learned and policy implications. 

SD–538 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the emer-
gence of online video, focusing if it is 
the future. 

SR–253 
Finance 

To hold hearings to examine fraud, focus-
ing on investigation and conviction. 

SD–215 
Judiciary 
Immigration, Refugees and Border Secu-

rity Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine the con-

stitutionality and prudence of state 
and local governments enforcing immi-
gration law. 

SDG–50 
10:15 a.m. 

Environment and Public Works 
Water and Wildlife Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 810, to 
prohibit the conducting of invasive re-
search on great apes, S. 1249, to amend 
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Res-
toration Act to facilitate the establish-
ment of additional or expanded public 
target ranges in certain States, S. 2071, 
to grant the Secretary of the Interior 
permanent authority to authorize 
States to issue electronic duck stamps, 
S. 357, to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to identify and declare wildlife 
disease emergencies and to coordinate 
rapid response to those emergencies, S. 
1494 to reauthorize and amend the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Establishment Act, S. 1266, to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to estab-
lish a program to build on and help co-
ordinate funding for the restoration 
and protection efforts of the 4-State 
Delaware River Basin region, S. 2156, to 
amend the Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp Act to permit the 
Secretary of the Interior, in consulta-

tion with the Migratory Bird Conserva-
tion Commission, to set prices for Fed-
eral Migratory Bird Hunting and Con-
servation Stamps and make limited 
waivers of stamp requirements for cer-
tain users, S. 2282, to extend the au-
thorization of appropriations to carry 
out approved wetlands conservation 
projects under the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act through fis-
cal year 2017. 

SD–406 
2:30 p.m. 

Armed Services 
Airland Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine tactical air-
craft programs in review of the Defense 
Authorization request for fiscal year 
2013 and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram. 

SR–232A 
Armed Services 
Emerging Threats and Capabilities Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine prolifera-

tion prevention programs at the De-
partment of Energy and at the Depart-
ment of Defense in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal 
year 2013 and the Future Years Defense 
Program; with the possibility of a 
closed session in SVC–217 following the 
open session. 

SR–222 
Appropriations 
Departments of Labor, Health and Human 

Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates for fiscal year 2013 for 
the Department of Education. 

SD–124 

APRIL 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Rules and Administration 

To hold hearings to examine S. 219, to re-
quire Senate candidates to file designa-
tions, statements, and reports in elec-
tronic form. 

SR–301 
10 a.m. 

Finance 
To hold hearings to examine tax reform, 

focusing on what it means for state and 
local tax and fiscal policy. 

SD–215 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Business meeting to consider an original 
bill entitled ‘‘Food and Drug Adminis-
tration Safety and Innovation Act’’, 
and any pending nominations. 

SD–106 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
Housing, Transportation and Community 

Development Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine helping 

homeowners save money through refi-
nancing. 

SD–538 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine Veterans’ 
Affairs mental health care, focusing on 
evaluating access and assessing care. 

SD–138 
10:30 a.m. 

Appropriations 
Department of Defense Subcommittee 

To hold closed hearings to examine pro-
posed budget estimates for fiscal year 
2013 for national and military intel-
ligence programs. 

SVC–217 

2 p.m. 
Armed Services 
Personnel Subcommittee 

To resume hearings to examine the Ac-
tive, Guard, Reserve, and civilian per-
sonnel programs in review of the De-
fense Authorization request for fiscal 
year 2013 and the Future Years Defense 
Program. 

SD–106 
2:30 p.m. 

Appropriations 
Financial Service and General Government 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine expanding 

broadband access, promoting innova-
tion, and protecting consumers in a 
communications revolution, focusing 
on fiscal year 2013 resource needs for 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. 

SD–138 
Armed Services 
Readiness and Management Support Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine current 

readiness of U.S. forces in review of the 
Defense Authorization request for fis-
cal year 2013 and the Future Years De-
fense Program. 

SR–232A 
Armed Services 
Strategic Forces Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine ballistic 
missile defense policies and programs 
in review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2013 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program; with the 
possibility of a closed session in SVC– 
217 following the open session. 

SR–222 

APRIL 26 

9:30 a.m. 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine weather re-
lated electrical outages. 

SD–366 
10 a.m. 

Finance 
To hold hearings to examine tax filing 

season, focusing on improving the tax-
payer experience. 

SD–215 
Armed Services 
SeaPower Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine Marine 
Corps acquisition programs in review 
of the Defense Authorization request 
for fiscal year 2013 and the Future 
Years Defense Program. 

SR–222 
2:30 p.m. 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs 

Oversight of Government Management, the 
Federal Workforce, and the District of 
Columbia Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine financial 
literacy, focusing on empowering 
Americans to prevent the next finan-
cial crisis. 

SD–342 

MAY 9 

10 a.m. 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Joseph G. Jordan, of Massachu-
setts, to be Administrator for Federal 
Procurement Policy, Executive Office 
of the President. 

SD–342 
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