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friend or payment to the electric com-
pany can be delivered online with a few
quick keystrokes on your computer.
This changing technology has meant
serious new challenges for an organiza-
tion that has serviced citizens of this
Nation from its very beginning. It has
served this Nation whether they live on
city streets or rural routes.

Although the world the post office
deals with has changed, the postal sys-
tem’s message and mission have not
changed; that is, to deliver letters,
packages, medicines—much of which is
vital—online purchases, birthday
cards, phone bills to hundreds of mil-
lions of Americans no matter how rural
or how urban the places they call
home. Neither has the current crisis
changed the importance of that mis-
sion. Nearly half of rural households
don’t have broadband Internet access,
making it difficult or impossible to pay
bills or ship packages online. Rural
families in Tuscarora, NV, or Baker,
NV, in Elko County, NV, rely on the
Postal Service. That is their way of
communicating.

Small businesses benefit from cost-
saving options offered at the post of-
fice, such as bulk mail. American busi-
nesses rely on the U.S. Postal Service.
As 1 indicated earlier, 8 million peo-
ple’s jobs are dependent on the Postal
Service.

For seniors who cannot leave their
homes, mail carriers deliver livesaving
medications—an important link to the
outside world. Elderly Americans rely
on the U.S. Postal Service.

I will go home tonight to my home
here in Washington, and there will be
some mail there. A lot of it is what
some people refer to as junk mail, but
for the people who are sending that
mail, it is very important.

And talking about seniors, seniors
love to get junk mail. It is sometimes
their only way of communicating or
feeling they are part of the real world.
Elderly Americans, more than any
other group of people in America, rely
on the U.S. Postal Service.

Unless we act quickly, thousands of
post offices—I indicated there are more
than 30,000 in America—many of them
rural, will close. I said this earlier
today, and I will repeat it. These rural
post offices are the only way people in
those small communities have to com-
municate with the outside world. There
may be some medicine they are get-
ting, it may be to keep in touch with
their family or friends, but it is their
way of keeping in touch with the
world. Hundreds of mail-processing fa-
cilities will close, and the jobs of hun-
dreds of thousands of dedicated postal
employees are at risk.

Timely, dependable mail delivery is
not the only thing at stake in this de-
bate. Today the Postal Service em-
ploys, as I have indicated, more than
half a million middle-class workers,
and the postal system gives more than
130,000 men and women who volun-
teered for this country in the armed
services a chance to serve again. A
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quarter of all postal employees are vet-
erans of the U.S. Armed Forces. So
there is really a lot at stake in this de-
bate.

The Postal Service has been playing
an important role in the history of this
country and the lives of its citizens for
more than 200 years, but it has also
seen a 21-percent drop in mail volume
over the last 5 years and is on the
verge of insolvency. Yesterday the
Postal Service lost about $20 million—
1 day.

Changing times demand a leaner,
more modern post office. To make that
possible, we must pass legislation. The
Senate must act. We must change the
Postal Service business model. They
cannot do it on their own. They need
legislation. They need it to keep pace
with technology and to keep up with
the times.

The bipartisan bill before this body
enacts reforms that are major but
measured. The people who have worked
on this so hard—I have already talked
about Senator LIEBERMAN. His counter-
part, Republican Senator COLLINS, has
worked extremely hard. I have worked
with her to maintain the 6-day deliv-
ery. This is something she believes in
strongly. I really admire her for the
fight she has put up to get the things
that she feels are important in this leg-
islation.

If we act, it would reduce the number
of employees and facilities the Postal
Service maintains in a responsible way,
and that would protect employees and
millions of Americans relying on the
mail. It would responsibly restructure
the postal system, while preserving
overnight 6-day-a-week delivery. It
would help the Postal Service innovate
and grow by offering new products that
will attract new customers and, most
importantly, would save the Postal
Service from insolvency. It will help an
institution enshrined in the Constitu-
tion modernize to meet the challenges
of a changing world.

What Senators LIEBERMAN and COL-
LINS have come up with is not perfect,
and we all recognize that. It is not a
perfect compromise. It will not make
every Senator happy. It will not make
every American happy. It will not save
every post office. But it is a very good
compromise and one that is bipartisan.
It will save an institution that has
been a part of the fabric of this Nation
for more than 200 years. So let’s work
together to save the American Postal
Service, which, by the way, is the best
in the world.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized.

——

GAS PRICES

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
with gas prices hovering around $4 a
gallon, I think it is important for the
American people to realize there are
really two camps on this issue here in
Washington: there are those who want
to do something about the problem,
and there are those who want people to
think they are doing something about
the problem. And let’s be clear—Presi-
dent Obama is firmly planted in the
“say anything but do nothing’’ camp. If
there were any doubt about that, he
dispelled it when he blocked the Key-
stone Pipeline and then again this
week by embracing the age-old Demo-
cratic dodge of blaming gas prices on
speculators.

Look, what bothers Americans is not
that the President has unpopular views
on this issue. Everyone knows he does
not really support an all-of-the-above
approach to energy. What bothers peo-
ple is the fact that he pretends as
though he does.

What bothers people is the President
is blocking one-half of a pipeline one
day and showing up at a ribbon cutting
for the other half on another day. It is
blocking domestic energy and then
taking credit for increases that came
about as a result of his predecessor’s
decision. It is pretending that specu-
lators have a big impact on the price of
gas when his own staff can’t even point
to any.

The President said he was different,
and a lot of people believed him. But to
a growing number of Americans that is
just what he has become: just one more
politician saying the same things they
always say.

This week has been a real clarifier
for people when it comes to this Presi-
dent. Whether it is the Buffett tax that
would not lower the deficit or a com-
mission on speculators that even the
White House says would not lower the
price of gas, what people have seen this
week is a President who seems a lot
more interested in looking like he is
solving problems than actually solving
them.

For years Washington Democrats
have had the same totally rigid opposi-
tion to expanding domestic energy ex-
ploration. The only people they seem
to listen to are extremists. But instead
of just stating their position and let-
ting the political chips fall where they
may, they pull out the same poll-tested
talking points they always do, on the
assumption that reporters will just re-
print them like it is the first time they
have used them and that everybody
else will just somehow forget.

But with gas prices at about $4 a gal-
lon, it is time somebody called them
out on it. Ten years ago today Demo-
crats voted down a bill to open a tiny
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