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Sloane was the face of the Daly City Police
Department on many local television news sto-
ries.

Carol Sloane broke the gender barrier by
becoming the first woman to be promoted to
police lieutenant at the Daly City Police De-
partment in 2006. She earned the respect and
admiration of her department by dedicating
much time, attention and mentorship to new
and young officers.

Carol Sloane graduated from Terra Nova
High School in 1975. She attended City Col-
lege of San Francisco and the College of San
Mateo. In 1999 she completed her degree in
management at St. Mary’s College.

Lieutenant Sloan lives in Pacifica with her
husband of 14 years, Daly City Firefighter
Doug Blanckensee, and their seven-year-old
son Bryce.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this body to rise with me
to honor the outstanding service of Lieutenant
Carol Sloan to the residents of Daly City. She
will be remembered for her dedication, her
leadership and for making our community a
safer and better place.
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Operation UNITE,
the non-profit anti-drug organization in south-
ern and eastern Kentucky for organizing the
inaugural National Rx Drug Abuse Summit in
Orlando, FL April 10-12, 2012.

This small grassroots organization took on
the enormous task of uniting federal, state and
local officials on a national stage to discuss
obstacles and solutions for the prescription
drug epidemic plaguing our country. In its first
year, the Summit garnered an outstanding au-
dience of 750 attendees, along with national
headliners including: the Director of the Office
of National Drug Control Policy, Gil
Kerlikowske; U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Re-
gina Benjamin; the Principal Deputy Director
of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, CDC, Dr. lleana Arias; Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator of the Office of Diversion
Control with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, DEA, Joseph Rannazzisi; the Di-
rector of the National Institute on Drug Abuse,
NIDA, Dr. Nora Volkow; the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission, ARC; and four members
of the Congressional Caucus on Prescription
Drug Abuse, including myself, U.S. Rep. Mary
Bono-Mack of California, U.S. Rep. Jack King-
ston of Georgia, and U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall of
West Virginia.

As a nation, we can no longer afford to sit
quietly on the sidelines. The epidemic now
claims more lives every year through drug
overdoses than any other accidental death,
according to the CDC. During the Summit, Di-
rector Kerlikowske called it a public health cri-
sis, noting prescription drug abuse is the fast-
est growing drug problem in the country. In
Kentucky, we are losing 82 people a month to
drug abuse—more than car crashes. This
Summit brought forth the realization that unse-
cure medicine cabinets are more dangerous
than our cars.
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President & CEO, Karen Kelly, highlighted
the multi-pronged approach of the UNITE or-
ganization on the national stage as a model
for the rest of the country. The Summit fea-
tured sessions on healthcare, advocacy and
prevention, human resources, treatment and
law enforcement. Together, leaders from each
field shared resources and information at the
Summit, crossing industry lines and state
boundaries, for the first time in some areas.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Operation UNITE on a suc-
cessful inaugural National Rx Drug Abuse
Summit. They tossed a pebble into a big pond
and | believe the ripple effect will be tremen-
dous in the years to come.
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Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Glendon Engert, who was slain together
with Deputy Bob Paris on April 12th in Mo-
desto, California while serving an eviction no-
tice. My thoughts go especially to his wife of
11 years, Irina. No words can lessen the grief
that is felt by those close to him; but | hope
they know that we share, in what measure we
can, their sorrow.

Mr. Engert was a man who did not discour-
age easily. Like so many in the Valley, he lost
his employment when the recession took hold.
He didn’t give up, though, and secured a new
job as a locksmith—a job that gave him the
ability to support his family and maintain an
active role in his church and community.

It is a tragedy that his initiative, his strong
work ethic, unwittingly placed him in harm’s
way on April 12. We are thankful for the life
of Glendon Engert and if this act, this state-
ment, seems small before the moment, be as-
sured of the sincerity of our sympathy and the
depth of our emotion. May God bless the fam-
ily and friends of Mr. Engert and welcome him
to his everlasting reward.

CONGRATULATING BRENDA V.
TRIPLETT

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Ms. Brenda V. Triplett
on her retirement from the Social Security Ad-
ministration after thirty-four years of service to
our government. As a member of the Federal
Workforce Subcommittee in the House, we
have had the honor of hosting many fellows
from SSA that have advised us on the many
complex issues of the agency.

Brenda has worked at various SSA offices
in lllinois and Indiana. Her first position for
SSA was at the Harvey, IL field office as a
clerk and also as a clerk in the Markham, IL
field office. Brenda’s next position with SSA
was at the Agency’s Chicago Regional Office
as a personnel staffing assistant in addition to
the Gary, IN field office where she worked as
an administrative aide; and later promoted to
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the service representative position there. Bren-
da was then promoted again to the Title 16
claims representative position located at the
Back of the Yards field office in Chicago, IL.
Finally, in August 2008, she was promoted to
the Chicago Teleservice Center, Chicago, IL
as a supervisor where she remained until
present.

During Brenda’s retirement, she anticipates
joining a bowling league. As an avid skater,
there will be more opportunities for her to roll-
er skate. In addition, she plans to act as pri-
mary caregiver for her parents and attend
Bible study on regular basis.

| congratulate Brenda on all of her achieve-
ments and wish all best in her future endeav-
ors. In the words of an old Irish saying, “May
the sun always shine on your windowpane,
May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain,
May the hand of a friend always be near you,
May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer
you!”

———
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4348) to provide
an extension of Federal-aid highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit,
and other programs funded out of the High-
way Trust Fund pending enactment of a
multiyear law reauthorizing such programs,
and for other purposes:

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Chair, |
support the Boustany amendment. | have
been a long-time supporter of the RAMP Act.
| represent the Port of Houston. We pay into
the harbor maintenance trust fund, but we get
far less out than we pay in. In fact, we get far
less out than we need. We are facing a dredg-
ing crisis in upcoming years if we cannot get
more harbor maintenance funding.

| am proud to represent the Port of Houston.
The work that happens here and the com-
merce that is moved through here support the
economy of the entire region. The Port is the
largest foreign tonnage port and the largest
petrochemical port in the country. In fact, it
moves the second largest amount of cargo in
the country. 8.5% of our nation’s cargo moves
through the Port of Houston. The commerce
that occurs at our port is critical to our nation’s
energy and chemical sectors and to our coun-
try’s ability to trade and move goods.

In 1998, the Federal Government invested
$700 million in deepening and widening the
Houston Ship Channel. An investment we
have benefitted from tremendously. However,
as the years have passed silt has settled and
reduced the draft in the channel significantly.
Today, only .4% of the channel is dredged to
its proper depth across the entire width of the
channel. That is astounding. Our nation’s in-
vestment is rapidly deteriorating. It is time that
our government renews its commitment to
maintaining the Port.

This is as important as ever as we face new
business opportunities that are created by the
expansion of the Panama Canal.

The Texas Transportation Institute per-
formed a study and determined that a direct
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