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Mr. Laubscher’s passion for historic treasures
and his advocacy have transformed the city’s
public transportation system.

Mr. Laubscher’s roots run deep in San Fran-
cisco. His family has lived here for four gen-
erations. Mr. Laubscher fell in love with street-
cars as a little boy when they were not his-
toric. He was washing dishes and helping his
father in the delicatessen on Market Street
that his grandfather had opened. He calls Mar-
ket Street a true urban main street.

When the streetcars were planned to be dis-
mantled in the early 80’s, he set out on a
quest to preserve them. He was not the first
to think of the idea, but he was the first to do
it; he put history to work and preserved our
urban fabric, as he likes to say. Today thou-
sands of people each day ride the historic
cars.

Mr. Laubscher also served as founding
board chair of The City Club of San Francisco,
a landmark of world renowned art and archi-
tecture and a promoter of active engagement
and influence in civic, social and business
areas. He also served on SPUR’s board and
transportation committee. He is currently a
board member of the San Francisco Chamber
of Commerce.

Accompanying his love of San Francisco
and history, Mr. Laubscher has a passion for
communication. He runs Messagesmith, a
strategic communications consulting company
specializing in such areas as environmental
sustainability and corporate social responsi-
bility.

Mr. Laubscher holds an M.S. from the Co-
lumbia University Graduate School of Jour-
nalism and worked as a radio and television
news reporter for many years.

He lives in Woodside with his wife of sixteen
years, Nicole. They are the proud parents of
three daughters. Mr. Speaker, | ask this body
to rise with me to acknowledge the out-
standing achievements and lasting contribu-
tions of Rick Laubscher to San Francisco and
the rest of the world.

———

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF
RABBI ALAN B. LETTOFSKY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize and honor Rabbi Alan B. Lettofsky who is
retiring from Beth Israel—The West Temple in
Cleveland in Ohio’s 10th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Affiliated with Judaism’s Reform Movement,
Beth Israel serves the Jewish Community of
Cleveland’s west side and western suburbs
and is the only synagogue geographically lo-
cated in the City of Cleveland. Beth Israel's
roots go back to 1910 when the West Side
Jewish Center was founded on Cleveland’s
Near West Side. It merged with Beth Israel in
1957 to form Beth Israel—The West Temple.

Born and bred in Cleveland, Alan Lettofsky
was educated at Brandeis University, the He-
brew University in Jerusalem, the Jewish
Theological Seminary of America, and Yale
University. He serves Beth Israel—The West
Temple as their part-time rabbi while also
teaching Modern Hebrew and Jewish History
at Kent State University. He was Associate
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Professor at the Siegal College of Judaic
Studies and at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity for several years. He has taught in the
Religion Department at John Carroll Univer-
sity.

Rabbi Lettofsky started his career as Vis-
iting Professor at the Seminario Rabinico
Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
and then taught for three years in the Depart-
ment of Religious Studies at the University of
Virginia. Throughout most of his professional
career, Rabbi Lettofsky worked for Hillel, the
Jewish campus ministry—for ten years as the
director of Hillel at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and for 13 years as the Regional Di-
rector of Hillel in Northeastern Ohio. Dedicated
to egalitarianism and self-empowerment in
Jewish communal prayer and fellowship,
Rabbi Lettofsky co-founded and actively par-
ticipated in the Library Minyan which met in
the library of Congregation Beth Am in Cleve-
land Heights in the 1980s and 90s.

In recent years, Rabbi Lettofsky has been a
member of a small committee of the Rab-
binical Assembly that is preparing a new High
Holy Day prayerbook for Judaism’s Conserv-
ative Movement. In the early 1990s, Rabbi
Lettofsky was one of 12 rabbis who served on
the Commission on Human Sexuality of the
Rabbinical Assembly. That Commission issued
a Rabbinic Letter on Intimate Relations, enti-
tled “This Is My Beloved, This Is My Friend.”

| was pleased to know Rabbi Lettofsky in
2000 when other civic leaders and | worked to
stop the shutdown of several hospitals in the
greater Cleveland area. Rabbi Lettofsky spoke
out with religious leaders of a wide diversity of
faiths to stress the spiritual importance of
healing the sick and making health care avail-
able to all. Rabbi Lettofsky continues to serve
as part-time chaplain at Hillcrest Hospital in
Mayfield Heights on behalf of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Cleveland.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, | am pleased
to honor Rabbi Lettofsky and thank him for his
many years of dedication and service to the
community. | wish him, his wife of more than
40 years, Jean Loeb Lettofsky, and their three
children and five grandchildren, many happy
and healthy years to enjoy his retirement and
for continued service to the people.

—

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
PETER M. DOUGLAS

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today with my colleagues, Representa-
tives BACA, BERMAN, CAPPS, CHU, COSTA, S.
DAvis, ESHOO, FARR, FILNER, GARAMENDI,
HAHN, HONDA, LEE, LOFGREN, MATSUI, MCNER-
NEY, MILLER, NAPOLITANO, PELOSI, RICHARD-
SON, ROYBAL-ALLARD, LORETTA SANCHEZ,
SCHIFF, SPEIER, STARK, WATERS, WAXMAN, and
WOOLSEY to pay tribute to the life of Peter M.
Douglas, who recently passed away at the
age of 69. Peter was best known as the long-
time director of the California Coastal Com-
mission, serving more than 25 years to protect
the incredible California coastline. Peter's de-
votion to the conservation of this finite and
precious resource will benefit generations to
come.
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Peter was born in Berlin, Germany on Aug.
22, 1942. His family’s home was destroyed by
Allied bombers in 1944. He immigrated by sea
to the United States in 1950, and it was on
this trip that he began a lifelong love of the
ocean. Peter grew up in Southern California,
and in 1965 earned a bachelor's degree in
psychology, and later a law degree from the
University of California at Los Angeles.

Peter worked for former Democratic Assem-
blyman Alan Sieroty from Los Angeles, and he
was tasked with writing coastal protection leg-
islation. In response to oil spills and heavy
coastal development, the public passed Prop-
osition 20 in 1972, which formed the California
Coastal Commission. Peter also helped craft
the bipartisan Coastal Act in 1976, and the
next year joined the commission as deputy di-
rector. In 1985, Peter was appointed executive
director and served in that role until his recent
death.

Peter was instrumental in blocking offshore
oil drilling and leasing, preventing unchecked
development along California’s 1,100-mile
coast line, and ensuring public access to
beaches. His efforts were often controversial,
and members of both parties at times tried to
remove him from his post. However, he never
swayed from his commitment and passion to
protect California coasts.

There is no doubt that California’s incredible
coastline bears Peter's mark. His influence on
coastal issues has been profound, and has set
standards for how such a valuable resource
can be both used and protected.

Mr. Speaker, we ask our colleagues to join
us in paying tribute to the life of Peter M.
Douglas, a steadfast protector of the California
coast and a true environmental steward.

———

HONORING RAFAEL CHRISTOPHER
TURNER FOR MORE THAN 10
YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the House
of Representatives to join me in honoring my
Deputy District Director, Rafael Christopher
Turner, for his 10 years of exemplary and
dedicated service on behalf of my constituents
in Michigan. Rafael is leaving this month to
continue working on behalf of Michigan resi-
dents for U.S. Senator CARL LEVIN and it is fit-
ting that we celebrate and recognize his con-
tinued service to the public.

| had the opportunity to recruit Rafael for an
internship in my Washington, DC office in Feb-
ruary 2002 and was immediately impressed
with his commitment to public service and ex-
traordinary talent and skills. | have known
Rafael’s family for years and Rafael was con-
tinuing their legacy of making a difference in
people’s lives as a public servant, community
leader and a trusted and valued advisor to me
and many others, especially our youth.

After accepting a full-time position as a leg-
islative assistant in May 2002, Rafael worked
on vitally important and complex public policy
issues, applying his knowledge and dedication
to a wide range of legislation important to my
constituents. Rafael was eager to return to his
hometown of Flint to make a difference in his
community and in September 2005 he joined
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my District Office staff where he rose to be-
come Deputy District Director. Rafael has
used his vast experience and extraordinary
skills to help make the federal government
work for the people in my congressional dis-
trict. Whether the issue is veterans’ benefits,
Social Security, education, consumer protec-
tion, health care or myriad other federal con-
cerns and responsibilities, Rafael has devoted
himself to promoting, protecting and defending
human dignity.

Rafael also serves his community on the
Mott Community College Board of Trustees,
as an executive board member of the Flint
Branch of the NAACP and he was awarded
the Distinguished Emerging Alumni honor at
the University of Michigan-Flint where he
earned a Masters of Public Administration. He
was also selected to participate in the pres-
tigious Rotary International Group Study Ex-
change Program and traveled to Brazil to ad-
vance the Rotary’s mission.

Mr. Speaker please join me in honoring
Rafael Christopher Turner, a dear friend and
accomplished public servant as he moves on
to continue making a difference in people’s
lives.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
discuss how | would have voted on the
amendments and final passage of H.R. 4089,
the Sportsmen’s Heritage Act of 2012.

If 1 had | been here to vote | would have
voted in the following way:

Holt (NJ): | would have voted “no.”

Grijalva (AZ): | would have voted “no.”

Peters (MI): | would have voted “no.”

Heinrich (NM): | would have voted “no.”

Foxx (NC): | would have voted “yes.”

Democrat Motion to Recommit: | would have
voted “no.”

Final Passage: | would have voted “yes.”

As an avid hunter, a lifetime member of the
National Rifle Association, and a member of
the Congressional Sportsman’s caucus | un-
derstand the value of sportsmen’s rights and
cherish the opportunity to pass on my love for
hunting to my children.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | was detained
from voting on Monday, April 16, 2012 and the
afternoon of Tuesday, April 17, 2012. If
present, | would have voted “yea” on the fol-
lowing rollcall votes: rollcall Nos. 152, 153,
and 157.

If present, | would have voted “nay” on the
following rollcall votes: rollcall Nos. 154, 155,
and 156.
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HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STUDENT ASSO-

CIATION VOLUNTEER AMBU-
LANCE CORPS (SAVAC) OF
OSWEGO

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 40th anniversary of the Student As-
sociation  Volunteer  Ambulance  Corps,
SAVAC, of Oswego. The SAVAC is the first
fully student funded, staffed, trained, and oper-
ated volunteer ambulance corps on a college
campus in the nation, according to the Amer-
ican College Health Association.

Originally founded in 1971 by a small group
of SUNY Oswego undergraduate students, the
program had humble beginnings, initially re-
ceiving $8500 in funding from the SUNY
Oswego Student Association, which continues
to fund the program today.

Today, the SAVAC is now the primary
Emergency Medical Services, EMS, provider
for SUNY Oswego. Additionally, the SAVAC is
certified in Basic Life Support by the New York
State Department of Health, providing mutual
aid support to the Oswego City Fire Depart-
ment and the Oswego Town Volunteer Fire
Department.

The SAVAC has become a gateway to the
EMS world, sending many of its members on
to professional positions within Emergency
Medical Services and Fire Departments across
New York State and the country. | applaud the
commendable and valuable work of the
SAVAC and honor their rich history of commu-
nity service.

EQUAL PAY DAY
HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, held every
April, Equal Pay Day signifies the point in the
year that a woman must work to earn what a
man made in the previous year. Only in April
will a woman finally earn what a man has
made.

In my own state of New York, women make
83 cents for every dollar earned by their male
counterparts. According to a report by the Na-
tional Partnership for Women & Families, full-
time working women in New York lose ap-
proximately $24,257,741,976 each year due to
the wage gap. The national average is even
worse: on average, women in the United
States earn 77 cents for every dollar earned
by male coworkers.

Though the Equal Pay Act was signed into
law in 1963, when women earned 59 cents for
every dollar earned by men, it is nearly 50
years later and women STILL aren’t being
paid equally.

The work women do matters—women make
up nearly half of the labor force and mothers
are the primary earners or co-earners in two-
thirds of all families. Equal pay isn’t merely a
women’s issue—when women don’t earn fair
pay, the families that rely on their wages
struggle. Families increasingly rely on wom-
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en’s wages to make ends meet. In typical
married households, women’s incomes ac-
counted for 36 percent of total family income
in 2008, up from 29 percent in 1983.

This Equal Pay Day, | recognize the many
achievements and contributions of women
across the country to our economy and pledge
to work towards economic equality for women,
to a time when women can finally receive the
wages they have worked for and rightfully
earned.

HONORING DEPUTY ROBERT PARIS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the service and memory of Deputy Rob-
ert Paris, who was slain in the line of duty this
past week in Modesto. Deputy Paris is the
third sworn officer to be killed while serving
with the Stanislaus County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, and on behalf of the community and this
Congress, | want to offer condolences to his
family, friends and colleagues.

Deputy Paris has a long career of service,
first being certified as a Mobile Intensive Care
Paramedic in 1980. In 1993, he graduated
from the Ray Simon Regional Criminal Justice
Training Center, and three years later started
his 16-year career with the Stanislaus County
Sheriff's Office. There, he served in many ca-
pacities before volunteering for the dangerous
but necessary work of the civil division. In all
assignments, Deputy Paris earned the con-
fidence of his superiors and the respect of his
fellow officers. His end of watch came on April
12, 2012, while serving an eviction notice, ac-
companied by local locksmith Glendon Engert.

Deputy Paris is survived by his parents,
Robert Sr. and Jane, sister Krista, brother
Eric, and two adult children, a son and daugh-
ter.

May the example of Deputy Paris renew in
each of us the determination to live by the
watchwords of honor and duty, values he de-
fended at the price of his life. It is also my fer-
vent prayer that those close to Robert Paris
receive the only solace afforded in the face of
such tragedy, the certain knowledge that what-
ever honors we express here, they pale before
the peace awaiting him and all who lay down
their life for others.

IN RECOGNITION OF VERA
PETERSON

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Records Clerk Il Vera Peterson for her 23
years of service at the Daly City Police De-
partment.

Ms. Peterson served as assistant trainee for
the department from 1980-1981. She started
her career in the records division in 1988. She
excelled in all categories handled by that divi-
sion: transcription, subpoenas, citations and
impounds, classification, and restraining or-
ders. Her extensive experience and wealth of
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