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were told it was a start in 2003 when we
cut taxes very substantially. Unfortu-
nately, we didn’t cut revenues very
substantially. And when you don’t cut
revenues after you cut taxes, what hap-
pens is you have deficit. And that’s
why we went from a $5.6 trillion pro-
jected surplus after the Clinton admin-
istration, projected by the Bush admin-
istration, to an $11 trillion deficit at
the end of the Bush administration—
because we cut revenues and we in-
creased spending.
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We were not in charge for 75 percent
of that time. In fact, we weren’t in
charge of ultimately passing legisla-
tion any of that time because the
President, of course, had an 8-year
term. So I say to my friend, we dug an-
other $46 billion hole.

My belief is that your side of the
aisle will not want to reinstate that
tax next year no matter what the econ-
omy is doing, no matter how good the
economy is. That’s my suspicion. But
it’s based upon 30 years of experience, 1
tell my friend. And if that’s the case,
then we’re not talking about $46 bil-
lion, we’re talking about a half trillion
dollars, which is $46 billion times 10
with escalation for inflation, so about
a half-a-trillion-dollar additional hole
in the deficit unless the gentleman is
prepared to say, look, if the economy
recovers, we're going to reinstate that
revenue.

The difference between us is you
want to talk about tax increases, and I
want to talk about paying our bills.
And I believe that if we don’t want to
buy, then we don’t have to tax. But if
we buy, we have a moral responsibility
to have the courage to ask people to
pay for it.

Very frankly, I think you’ve taken
the discipline out of the system. I
think supply-side economics takes the
discipline out of the system. What sup-
ply-side economics does is, we can cut
revenues but don’t have to cut spend-
ing because magically we’re going to
get more revenues.

Very frankly, Mr. Greenspan thought
for a while that that worked. He said 3
years ago, no, he was wrong. I think he
was right the second time. He was de-
monstrably, graphically not right the
first time when he rationalized the 2001
and 2003. We cut revenues, they did not
raise sufficient additional dollars and
growth in the economy.

As a matter of fact, whether there
was a direct result, we had the worst
economy I've experienced in my adult
lifetime at the end of the Bush term
and at the beginning of the Obama
term as responsibility for the economy
went over to President Obama.

Now, there’s a lot of debate during
this bill about how we’ve lost jobs.
That’s true. Those jobs were lost in the
early part of the Obama administra-
tion. As the gentleman knows, over the
last 24 months, we’ve had 4 million new
jobs created, 10 quarters of economic
growth in our country, and the Dow
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has doubled. The Dow has doubled
since March of 2009. It’s hard for me to
see how that was a failure. It certainly
hasn’t been the success we’d like, but
not a failure.

I tell my friend that, yes, we have a
difference, and the public needs to
come to grips with that difference and
that debate, and that is whether or not
we’re going to pay for things we buy.
And if we don’t want to buy them, we
won’t have to pay for them, and we can
cut taxes.

Unless the gentleman wants to say
something further, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

—————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
APRIL 23, 2012

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 11 a.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KINZINGER of Illinois). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman
from Virginia?

There was no objection.

————

THE GSA SCANDAL

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, the
recently discovered GSA spending
scandal is a prime example why Ameri-
cans have lost faith in their govern-
ment.

This week, I questioned GSA officials
about the now infamous conference
hosted in Las Vegas. This one lavish
conference left American taxpayers
with an $822,000 tab.

Let me list just a few of the expense
items from Las Vegas that are sure to
enrage the American taxpayers: $75,000
was spent on a bicycle-building exer-
cise to encourage team building; $3,200
was spent on mind readers to entertain
the attendees. Guess what I'm thinking
now. The average cost for breakfast per
attendee, $44—that’s $44 per person per
day. And I save the worse for last, a
$30,000 pool party.

Adding insult to injury, the chief or-
ganizer of the 2010 Las Vegas con-
ference was approved for a bonus by
senior Obama officials for his work in
organizing the conference.

Officials who organize and authorize
wasteful spending must be held respon-
sible. This body must work to end the
culture of waste at GSA and other gov-
ernment agencies and ensure that tax-
payer dollars are respected.

————

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in honor of the National Day of Si-
lence, which is tomorrow. This is the
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15th year we’ve commemorated the Na-
tional Day of Silence, a time when stu-
dents across the country remain silent
for the whole day to draw attention to
discrimination toward their LGBT
peers.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
questioning youth and their allies face
verbal and physical bullying on a daily
basis just for being who they are.

In a time when these teens are at a
greater risk of suicide and self-harm,
we cannot afford to be silent.

I'm proud to say that in my district,
queer youth and allies work together
to make life better. Many of our mid-
dle schools and high schools in my dis-
trict host student-run gay-straight al-
liances which create a supportive space
so that queer youth do not feel iso-
lated.

I'm proud of my constituents for call-
ing for a stop to harassment of GLBT
individuals, and I encourage all Ameri-
cans to do the same.

| am particularly proud of two high school
seniors from my district:

Joaquin Garcia, from Pacific Collegiate
School, and Lucy Walters, from Harbor High
School, are two of 14 recipients of eQuality
Scholarships in honor of their service and
leadership within the LGBT community. Joa-
quin and Lucy are already making a difference
in their communities, and | know they will con-
tinue making a difference at college.

Though many lesbian, gay, bisexual, or
transgender youth advocates and their straight
allies are silent tomorrow, we in Congress
must never be silent. It is our job to speak for
those who cannot speak for themselves.

————

SMALL BUSINESSES CREATE NEW
JOBS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, over the past two dec-
ades, our Nation’s small businesses
have generated 65 percent of new jobs.
According to a recent small business
survey from the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, today 64 percent of small busi-
nesses stand idle at current staffing
levels, with 52 percent not hiring be-
cause they aren’t confident in our Na-
tion’s recovery, and another 33 percent
pointing to uncertainty driven by
Washington.

These concerns are justifiable, Mr.
Speaker, with the Senate continually
choosing to ignore our jobs crisis in
favor of advancing an agenda that will
only grow government, not our econ-
omy.

The latest proposal surely wasn’t
about economic growth, for it takes
private investment away from small
businesses and turns it over to bu-
reaucracies. It wasn’t even about fair-
ness, because it was fair to no one—not
to the wealthy who pay even more
taxes instead of investing in our econ-
omy, and not to the rest of us who need
jobs, growth, and greater opportunity.

With economic uncertainty still per-
vasive, every decision made by govern-
ment must pass the simple test of
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