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lengthy, history of religious and cul-
tural controls, human rights violations
and oppression of the Tibetan people.

Reports from Tibet indicate that the
Chinese government is further restrict-
ing access to foreign journalists and
tightening security throughout the re-
gion. Chinese police and other officials
in Tibet are forcing some nuns and
monks to publicly denounce the Dalai
Lama. Schools in some provinces have
been forced by the government to
switch their official language of in-
struction from Tibetan to Mandarin
Chinese. These policies, among others,
have incited Tibetans to protest and
fight for the survival of their cultural
identity and basic freedoms.

In recent weeks, a state-run Chinese
website and news agency accused the
Dalai Lama of encouraging Tibetans to
set themselves on fire and of advo-
cating ‘‘Nazi’’ racial policies. Mr.
President, many of us in the Senate
have had the privilege of meeting the
Dalai Lama and I am proud to consider
him a friend. It is baseless, offensive,
and deplorable to slander the Dalai
Lama in this way or to suggest that he
is inciting violence. He is a man whose
entire life has been devoted to peace.

For decades, the Dalai Lama has
sought to work with the Chinese gov-
ernment to reach a peaceful resolution
over Tibet’s political status. The Dalai
Lama has, time and time again, ex-
tended a hand of friendship to Beijing,
which has consistently responded by
drastically misrepresenting his views
and accusing him of inciting violence,
perhaps to draw attention away from
their own brutal actions. The Chinese
government must know that violent
crackdowns and cultural genocide will
never be condoned.

We share many interests with China
and the future can bring our two coun-
tries closer. China’s tremendous eco-
nomic transformation in the past few
decades has brought great benefits to
the Chinese people and has spurred eco-
nomic development in other countries.
That said, the economic emergence of
China and its increased presence on the
world stage must be accompanied by
respect for human rights. China cannot
be a global leader while crushing
peaceful dissent in its own backyard,
destroying the culture of the Tibetan
people, and imprisoning Tibetan lead-
ers.

I want to mention one of these im-
prisoned leaders, Tenzin Delek
Rinpoche. Tenzin Delek was recognized
by the Dalai Lama as a reincarnate
lama in the 1980s. He was detained in
April 2002 on charges of exploding
bombs and spreading politically
charged leaflets and, following a closed
trial, sentenced to death on December
2, 2002. After appeal, Tenzin Delek’s
sentence was commuted to life impris-
onment. No evidence of his involve-
ment in any illegal activity has ever
been made public. In fact, before being
detained, Tenzin Delek was well-known
for educating children in rural areas
and helping to build monasteries.
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Tenzin Delek’s imprisonment is just
one of the many examples of persecu-
tion of Tibetan leaders that appear to
be motivated by a desire to curb Ti-
betan religious and cultural expression.

Many Tibetan protestors, both im-
prisoned and free, are not seeking inde-
pendence from China. Tibetan leaders,
including the Dalai Lama and the Ti-
betan Prime Minister, Lobsang
Sangay, who I was pleased to meet ear-
lier this year, have explicitly stated
that they support the Middle-Way’ pol-
icy, which seeks autonomy for Tibet
within the People’s Republic of China.
Tibetans are not fighting for separa-
tion from China; they are fighting for
the freedom of religious belief guaran-
teed to them by the Chinese Constitu-
tion. They are fighting for the security
of their monks and monasteries. They
are fighting for freedom of expression,
association, and assembly, for personal
liberty, for unrestricted media access,
and for the fundamental principles of
democracy that we in the United
States take for granted.

We cannot and will not abandon the
Tibetan people, who have long been our
unwavering friends. We will stand by
them to protect the principles of de-
mocracy in the face of China’s repres-
sive policies. Together, the Tibetans
and the Chinese can peacefully reach a
solution that meets the needs and aspi-
rations of both peoples. It is imperative
that we support peaceful dialogue and
discourage violent confrontation when-
ever it occurs, whether supported by
the Chinese authorities or Tibetan
protestors.

I am a cosponsor of Senator FEIN-
STEIN’s resolution, S. Res. 356, A Reso-
lution Expressing Support for the Peo-
ple of Tibet, and I urge other Senators
to do so. We can foster closer, coopera-
tive relations with China, but until
China works with Tibetan leaders to
pursue a new way forward, their rep-
utation in the community of nations,
and their ability to act as a global
power, will remain tarnished. I hope
that, in the years to come, the young
Tibetans who sacrificed their lives in
the past year will be remembered as
the catalysts for a political dialogue
that cemented a peaceful future for
both Tibet and China.

97TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise
today to solemnly recognize the 97th
anniversary of the Armenian genocide.

In 1948, the General Assembly of the
United Nations passed the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide based in part on
the horrific crimes perpetrated by the
Ottoman Empire against the Armenian
people between 1915-1923. Yet, in the 63
years that have passed since the Con-
vention was adopted, successive U.S.
administrations have refused to call
the deliberate massacre of the Arme-
nians by what it was—a genocide.

For many years, I have urged these
administrations to right this terrible
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wrong, and I do so again today, calling
on President Obama to acknowledge
unequivocally—as he did as a Senator—
that the Armenian genocide is a widely
documented fact supported by an over-
whelming body of historical evidence.

The Armenian genocide—along with
the Holocaust—is one the most studied
cases of genocide in history. A number
of sovereign nations, ranging from Ar-
gentina to France, as well as 43 U.S.
States have recognized what happened
as genocide. Yet, successive U.S. ad-
ministrations continue only to refer to
the Armenian genocide as annihilation,
massacre or murder.

Every day that goes by without full
acknowledgment by the United States
of these undeniable facts prolongs the
pain felt by descendants of the victims
and the entire Armenian community.

There is no room for discretion when
dealing with unspeakable crimes
against humanity; genocide must be
called genocide, murder must be called
murder. And every day that goes by
without the U.S. acknowledgment of
what happened to the Armenian people
in the early 20th century undermines
the United States’ role as a beacon for
human rights around the world.

The United States’ credibility is par-
ticularly important as we seek to com-
pel international condemnation of and
active response to those who are perpe-
trating extreme violence today—
whether it be in individual cases of
human rights abuses or in cases of gov-
ernment-driven attacks against citi-
zens protesting for greater freedom and
opportunity.

The United States cannot and does
not turn a blind eye to atrocities
around the globe. In fact, the United
States is often the first to speak out in
the face of violence and unspeakable
suffering. But sadly, our Nation is on
the wrong side of history when it
comes to the Armenian genocide. It is
long past time to do the right thing.

So this April 24, as we pause to re-
member the victims and to honor the
countless contributions Armenian
Americans have made to our great
country, I hope that the U.S. will fi-
nally and firmly stand on the right side
of history and officially condemn the
crimes of 1915-1923 by their appropriate
name—genocide.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING GEORGE COWAN

e Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President,
today I wish to speak about the life of
George Cowan who died last Friday in
Los Alamos at the age of 92.

From 1949 through 1988, he distin-
guished himself at the Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory where he was a sci-
entist—a nuclear chemist—and a senior
administrator.

In 1984, he was instrumental in
founding The Santa Fe Institute which
has achieved great recognition for its
work in complexity and self-organizing
systems.
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