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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably absent from the House on April 24, 2012 
due to important commitments in my district. 

On rollcall 178, had I been present I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 2157, to facilitate a 
land exchange involving certain National For-
est System lands in the Inyo National Forest. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DAVE 
CSINTYAN IN HONOR OF HIS 
SERVICE TO THE COLORADO 
SPRINGS CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute and say thank you to the outgoing 
President and CEO of the Greater Colorado 
Springs Chamber of Commerce, Dave 
Csintyan. 

Dave has been a dedicated and devoted 
servant to our region and our Chamber since 
2002. He has also loyally served our country 
for 28 years as an officer in the United States 
Air Force. The culmination of that career was 
in Colorado Springs serving as the Air Base 
Wing Commander at the Air Force Academy. 

Dave accepted new challenges this year in 
guiding the merger of the Springs Chamber 
and the Economic Development Corporation. 
He is a passionate worker and advocate for 
the Pikes Peak Region and I offer him my sin-
cerest thanks and wish he and his wife Margo 
the best of success in their future service. 

f 

BAILEY BATISTE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Bailey Batiste 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. Bailey Batiste 
is a 7th grader at Mandalay Middle School 
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Bailey Ba-
tiste is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Bai-
ley Batiste for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

HONORING BIRUTA STAKLE 
MCSHANE 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the life of a beloved 
mother and wife, Biruta Stakle McShane. She 
was born Biruta Isolda Stakle in Riga, Latvia 
April 21, 1940, and passed away surrounded 
by her family on April 14, 2012, in Cupertino, 
California. 

Biruta immigrated to Oklahoma following the 
close of World War II after living for some time 
in Germany. Raised in Stillwater, she attended 
Oklahoma State University, where she grad-
uated with honors in Mathematics. Shortly 
thereafter, she moved to Dallas, Texas, where 
she met and married Thomas McShane. 

Biruta and Tom moved to Burlingame, Cali-
fornia and started a family. During her career, 
Biruta worked in various marketing roles for 
several Silicon Valley Companies, before ulti-
mately starting her own businesses, Meetings 
& Incentives Group and Bimark Incorporated. 
Meetings and Incentives Group is one of the 
leading event planning groups in Silicon Valley 
and Bimark Inc. specializes in advertising spe-
cialty items. Biruta served as president of the 
Northern California Chapter of the Business 
Marketing Association and was honored re-
peatedly as owner of one of Silicon Valley’s 
top twenty women-owned businesses. 

Biruta is remembered for her love of travel 
and cooking. She explored the globe and 
planned exotic events for some of Silicon Val-
ley’s most successful businesses. She was fa-
mous for her endless energy, creativity and 
zest for making other people’s lives unforget-
table through her event planning. 

Biruta is survived by her husband, Tom 
McShane, her daughter Laura Powers of San 
Ramon, daughter Alison Aarts of Millbrae and 
son Steve McShane of Salinas. Biruta is also 
survived by her four grandchildren, Jack Pow-
ers, Shane Powers, Cooper Powers and Aidan 
Aarts. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Biruta Stakle McShane for her accomplish-
ments and contributions. The life of Biruta 
Stakle McShane serves as an example of ex-
cellence to those in her life, and her legacy 
will not be soon forgotten. 

f 

MARQUIS ALEXANDER, FUTURE 
COMMANDER OF TEXAS A&M 
UNIVERSITY’S CORPS OF CADETS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to acknowledge a milestone 
reached by Marquis Alexander. He is the first 
African-American to become commander of 
Texas A&M’s Corps of Cadets. Currently Mar-
quis is a Corporal in the U.S. Marine Reserves 
and a rising senior majoring in International 
Studies. 

HISTORY OF AFRICAN-AMERICANS AT TAMU 
The history of African-Americans at Texas 

A&M University dates back to the founding of 

the institution. African-Americans in the Texas 
Legislature advocated for and supported the 
passage of the Morrill Land-Grant Act in 1866, 
which established the A&M College of Texas 
between 1876 and 1963. African-Americans 
worked at A&M as laborers, maids, custodians 
and various other support staff; however they 
were prohibited from attending as students 
and faculty. 

The history of African-Americans at A&M 
has been shaped by decades of racial seg-
regation, quiet desegregation, and attempts to 
redress historical wrongs. It has been filled 
with lifelong struggles and determination to ful-
fill a dream which was accomplished when 
A&M opened the doors in 1963 to African 
Americans. The past 37 years have been a 
continuing struggle by African-Americans and 
A&M to ensure that the dream is kept alive. 

The first African-Americans joined the corps 
in 1964. The first female cadets came a dec-
ade later. In A&M’s centennial year, Fred 
McClure won election as body president, mak-
ing him the first to be equal to that of Corps 
Commander and Aggie Yell Leader. 

CIVIL RIGHTS 
Civil rights is a subject that cannot be ig-

nored or taken lightly, even in this day of pro-
gressive movement toward tolerance. We 
must not lose sight of the continued need for 
civil rights. We must not relax our initiatives 
which build greater racial, ethnic, and religious 
tolerance. While I believe that there is still 
work to be done on the issue of civil rights 
and hurdles to overcome, we cannot ignore 
the progress that has been made as the result 
of decades of hard work, diligence, the sweat 
and tears of many of our country’s civil rights 
trailblazers. 

This is evidenced by an increase in the 
numbers of minorities attaining leadership po-
sitions in the private and public sectors for ex-
ample: Ken Chenault, an African American 
who currently serves as the CEO of American 
Express; Ursula Burns, who became the first 
African American woman to serve as Chair-
man and CEO of Xerox, a Fortune 500 Com-
pany; and Antonio Perez, the first Latino 
American to serve as CEO of Eastman Kodak 
Corporation to name a few. 

BACKGROUND ON MARQUIS ALEXANDER 
He is the oldest of 10 children and the first 

in his family to go to college. He is said to be 
an admirable and mature young man. Mr. 
Alexander is currently a Corporal in the Marine 
Reserves. He has become the first person 
with military experience to head the Corps. 
Texas A&M University has the proud distinc-
tion of having the most graduates to enlist in 
our nation’s armed forces when compared to 
other non-military academies. 

Marquis Alexander grew up in my home city 
of Houston. And our city is proud of his 
achievements. Marquis has always wanted to 
attend Texas A&M. He was so ‘‘gung-ho’’ mili-
tary that he participated in Texas A&M’s Jun-
ior Cadet Accessions Program while still in 
high school. A week after enlisting in the Ma-
rine Corps, he received his letter of accept-
ance to Texas A&M University. 

Yet, true to his word and commitment, Alex-
ander attended boot camp at the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego and spent 
a year and a half on active duty. He subse-
quently reverted from active duty status and is 
serving the remainder of his enlistment com-
mitment in the Marine Corps Reserves. He re-
applied for admission to Texas A&M in 2009 
and was promptly accepted. 
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