E690

HONORING DR. STEVEN K.
HUMPHREY

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Steven K. Humphrey on his
upcoming retirement after serving 42 years as
an educator.

Having earned his bachelor's and master’s
degree from Western lllinois University, Dr.
Humphrey went on to receive his doctorate
from lllinois State University. Over the past
four decades, Dr. Humphrey has served the
students of lllinois as a teacher, a building ad-
ministrator, a district administrator, and as a
superintendent.

In 1970, Dr. Humphrey began his career in
Mt. Sterling, lllinois, at Brown County High
School teaching social studies and history.
Three years later, he started his administrative
career as principal of Seymour High School in
Payson, lllinois. For the next eleven years, Dr.
Humphrey served as administrative assistant
and then assistant principal of Thornridge High
School in Dolton, lllinois. He became assistant
superintendent of Thornton High School Dis-
trict 205 in 1987, where he served until 1993
when he became superintendent of Crete-
Monee School District 201U. He began his
current post as superintendent of DuPage
High School District 88 in 2001.

Throughout his career, Dr. Humphrey has
set high expectations for his students, and has
championed his belief that all students can
learn at high levels. He has built important
partnerships between businesses and edu-
cators, and has always put students first. Of
particular note, Dr. Humphrey successfully led
the nine communities in District 88 to support
a referendum to modernize the infrastructure
and environment of District 88’s Addison Trail
High School and Willowbrook High School.
When both high schools made the Top
Schools in America list in 2008, it was a testa-
ment to his leadership. Additionally, he has
served as a member of several professional
and community organizations. Dr. Humphrey’s
service and commitment to the community has
helped strengthen the lllinois school system.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in honoring Dr. Humphrey for
his remarkable career and in wishing him the
best of luck in all of his future endeavors.

——————
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Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to recognize the 25th anniversary of Lake Tire
and Auto, Inc. of Tavares, Florida. For a quar-
ter of a century, the good people of Lake Tire
and Auto have provided quality tire and auto
service to residents across central Florida.

Owned and operated by the father and son
team of Ralph and Matt Smith, Lake Tire and
Auto is the oldest family-owned business in
the Golden Triangle area of Lake County. The
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Smiths’ dedication to their customers and
community is evident not only in their commit-
ment to superior vehicle service, but through
their involvement in community organizations
and activities, such as Kiwanis and the
Tavares Chamber of Commerce.

Local small and family-owned businesses
like this are the backbone of our economy,
and | am pleased to congratulate Ralph and
Matt Smith for their hard work and tireless ef-
forts in serving their customers and their com-
munity. May their actions inspire others to fol-
low in their footsteps.

————

RECOGNIZING HERB WEITZMAN

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the ac-
complishments of Mr. Herb Weitzman, a Dal-
las-born commercial real estate professional
who has been in business for over 51 years.
Mr. Weitzman is 72 years old, the owner and
chief executive of the Weitzman Group and
Cencor Realty Services, and he shows no
signs of slowing down any time soon.

Texas is widely known for its thriving econ-
omy and deeply-rooted culture. Over the past
five decades, Mr. Weitzman’s contributions
have added considerable value to the Texas
economy, and he has helped to define the dy-
namic culture found in cities all across Texas.

In North Texas, Mr. Weitzman established
the first locations for a number of retail chains
including Kentucky Fried Chicken, Toys R Us,
and T.J. Maxx. Mr. Weitzman has also
brought newfound prominence and economic
diversity to various shopping centers through-
out Texas by bringing anchor stores like
Whole Foods and Krogers, among many oth-
ers. In addition to the economic benefits en-
joyed by many Texans through the creation of
jobs, Mr. Weitzman has helped to breathe new
life into a number of Texas communities.

Mr. Speaker, Herb Weitzman is a man who
understands the importance of building lasting
relationships with his clients. In doing so,
those relationships have helped Mr. Weitzman
launch a long and successful career in real
estate, and has had such a keen insight in
business that he has weathered the difficult
times in the economy. Mr. Weitzman is a
model of what it takes to lead a successful
business, and | am pleased to recognize his
accomplishments and integrity in commercial
real estate.
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Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
honor Howard Chapman Morris, a devoted
public servant to the people of Giles and the
Greater New River Valley, who passed away
on Wednesday, April 11, 2012.

A World War Il Army Veteran, the first Giles
County Voter Registrar, an active member of
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Christ Episcopal Church in Pearisburg, and a
member of the American Legion Post in Nar-
rows, the American Legion Post in Pembroke
and the VFW Post in Narrows, Howard truly
loved to serve.

He was active in the Giles County commu-
nity serving as a member and past chairman
of both the Giles County Board of Supervisors
and the Giles County Republican Party. He
was a proud member, volunteer, and past
president of the Giles County Chamber of
Commerce. He was named the Giles County
Citizen of the Year in 2006. And, he served on
the Agency On Aging Board, the New River
Valley Airport Commission. Howard also spent
time on the Board at the Fairview Home in
Dublin, where the dining room was dedicated
in his honor.

A man whose legacy and influence will be
long remembered across the Greater New
River Valley and throughout Southwest Vir-
ginia, Howard will be greatly missed. My
thoughts and prayers go out to Howard’s wife,
Brenda; his four daughters; and all his family
and friends. A husband, father, grandfather,
public servant, and veteran, | am honored to
pay tribute to Howard’s many contributions to
the community.
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Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, today, |
call attention to the brutal, unjustifiable impris-
onment of pro-democracy activist and member
of the Patriotic Union of Cuba (UNPACU),
Jose Daniel Ferrer Garcia, who was once
again arrested on April 2, 2012 and remains in
prison more than three weeks later.

Ferrer was one of the seventy-five pro-de-
mocracy activists arrested during the infamous
Black Spring of 2003, when Castro’s thugs
brutally arrested and imprisoned those who
dared to speak out against oppression. Ferrer
works closely with Cuba’s well-known pro-de-
mocracy group, the Ladies in White, and has
often documented the details of their arrests,
beatings and other harassment to disseminate
to the international community.

On April 2, at the time of the arrest, Ferrer's
14-year-old daughter, Martha Beatriz Ferrer
Cantillo, reported that Ferrer and his wife,
Belkis Cantillo, a Lady in White, were arrested
in their home in Palmarito de Cauto in the
province of Santiago de Cuba. Both Ferrer
and Belkis were brutally beaten and removed
from their house, and several of their personal
items, including a picture of Laura Pollan, the
courageous founder of the Ladies in White
murdered by the regime, were taken by Cas-
tro’s thugs. Their minor daughter was also
beaten and threatened by Castro’s thugs.

Ferrer remains confined in abhorrent condi-
tions in the Versailles Police Unit prison used
for violent criminals. His wife was able to visit
him in prison for a few minutes on April 10,
and she said that Ferrer was covered in insect
bites and had become very thin. Earlier this
week, Ferrer began a hunger strike to protest
his imprisonment. He told his wife that, “they
are killing me slowly.”

Amnesty International once again listed
Ferrer as a prisoner of conscience and called
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