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civilians and burying them in mass graves in 
the town of Kadugli. Yet in a Washington 
Post article, the United States’ special 
envoy to Sudan said US intelligence reports 
showed no evidence such graves actually ex-
isted. 

The team kept looking. ‘‘We had multiple 
people speaking to us saying bodies were 
being buried near a [particular] water 
tower,’’ recalls Benjamin Davies. One day, 
Ben Wang, an 18-year-old intern from Tufts, 
was looking at satellite images when he no-
ticed the tower had moved. He pointed to a 
hole in the ground where it had been. ‘‘The 
grave is there,’’ he said. 

Over the next month, the team watched 
the tower move back to its original place, 
covering up the grave. In August, they re-
leased a report and, by year’s end, Time 
magazine reported that the International 
Criminal Court was investigating war crimes 
based largely on information gathered by the 
group. 

As Satellite Sentinel Project reports were 
increasingly being cited by Congress mem-
bers and UN officials, the team began to re-
alize something new was happening. Rather 
than remaining passive observers, they were 
affecting the actions of the combatants. The 
Sudan Armed Forces started hiding their 
tanks inside tarps and bunkers, camou-
flaging them not from the enemy on the 
ground but from a satellite 300 miles above 
it. Major offensives began starting on Amer-
ican holidays—Thanksgiving, Presidents’ 
Day weekend—as if the fighters hoped the 
people watching in Cambridge would be away 
from their computers. Then this past Janu-
ary, days after the project issued a report 
mentioning road construction, 29 Chinese 
workers helping build the road for the SAF— 
innocents in the conflict—were kidnapped by 
Sudanese rebels. They weren’t released for 11 
days. ‘‘It was the sum of all fears,’’ Raymond 
says. ‘‘It’s what we work every day to 
avoid.’’ 

Raymond and the others at Harvard may 
toil on laptops half a world away from any 
violence, but their work isn’t virtual. Every 
member of the team has had ‘‘Sudan 
dreams,’’ as they call their nightmares of 
shooting and being shot. ‘‘There is an im-
mense intimacy to the violence; Raymond 
says. ‘‘We are not sifting through reports to 
create a static archive of events. We are ac-
tually affecting the ways in which perpetra-
tors make decisions.’’ 

It’s a heady responsibility for a team 
whose eldest member is 34. But while mem-
bers hasten to add that Harvard professors 
and DigitalGlobe analysts are advising their 
moves, there is something about the digital 
generation of activists that uniquely suits 
them to the task. ‘‘We could not reproduce 
this with people who have been trained in 
other [nongovernmental organizations],’’ 
says Davies. The qualities said to charac-
terize Generation Y—the ability to multi- 
task on multiple technologies, a facility for 
social networking and teamwork, and even 
the individual sense of entitlement over def-
erence to hierarchy—all help this group ana-
lyze data and make decisions quickly. ‘‘Peo-
ple overvalue expertise,’’ says Raymond, per-
haps the first time those words have been 
spoken at Harvard. ‘‘Critical thinking and 
the ability to learn complex systems is more 
important than some one walking in with six 
PhDs.’’ 

The amateur satellite sleuths were put to 
the test in March when Clooney was set to 
meet with President Obama and testify be-
fore the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. On a recent trip to the Nuba Moun-
tains, he’d witnessed a rocket attack and 
interviewed children who had lost limbs from 
bombings—but his testimony would not be 
proof. And while the Satellite Sentinel 

Project had satellite images from the time 
showing smoke from alleged bombings, they 
couldn’t find the ‘‘shooter’’—artillery or air-
craft—that caused it ‘‘We are presenting a 
report with the biggest movie star in the 
world meeting with the president of the 
United States,’’ recalls Raymond. ‘‘You want 
to find the shooter.’’ 

Baker kept at it. After days of triangu-
lating from nearby airstrips and squinting at 
his computer screen, he finally noticed a 
speck he hadn’t seen before—it was an 
Antonov AN–26, a Soviet-era cargo plane 
Sudan uses as a makeshift bomber. ‘‘This 
was literally the smoking gun,’’ says Davies. 

Two days later, Clooney showed the sat-
ellite image to the Senate committee, with 
the Antonov outlined in blue. He credited 
the Harvard team with the evidence. 

‘‘Their level of expertise is incredible, but 
more than that is their level of commit-
ment,’’ Clooney says now. ‘‘Sometimes they 
are up all night trying to figure this stuff 
out, for no other reason than they are trying 
to save lives. And they don’t get enough ac-
knowledgment for that.’’ 

It looks as if the project staff has been up 
all night. It’s March 29, two days after they’d 
decided to search for the flanking attack, 
and they’re again gathered around their con-
ference table. Eyes are bleary, and the group 
is quiet. They’ve got the satellite images 
they asked for, but not the proof of an immi-
nent invasion. ‘‘We wanted a softball,’’ Da-
vies says. ‘‘Sometimes you don’t get that.’’ 

Baker, as he tends to do, is still searching 
his laptop screen for overlooked clues. Da-
vies starts projecting Beyonce videos from 
YouTube on the screen. ‘‘We see a lot of dead 
bodies in here,’’ he says. ‘‘Beyonce is dead- 
body kryptonite.’’ 

After more than an hour, Bakes finds some 
new checkpoints and signs of tank move-
ments, but still no smoking gun. Raymond 
prepares to call it a night. 

In the days to come, Baker will find two 
tanks that could signal an invasion. By late 
April, news reports would indicate the region 
edging ever closer to wax. After South Sudan 
seized the oil-rich Sudanese town of Heglig, 
Sudan bombed a bridge in South Sudan, kill-
ing several civilians. Despite pleas from the 
United Nations and African Union, the vio-
lence would continue. The team may have 
been incorrect about the location of attacks, 
but they had accurately predicted SAF was 
mobilizing for a fight. 

That realization is still weeks away, 
though, and tonight the mood is somber. 
‘‘Should we move [the satellite’s focus] south 
or stay tight on the border?’’ Raymond 
muses aloud. 

The question is a fraught one. After pro-
viding some $16 million in pro bono imagery 
and analysis, DigitalGlobe has been negoti-
ating new pay rates going forward. While 
Clooney has helped raise an additional mil-
lion dollars for the project over the past 
year, much of that money has already been 
spent. That means even as violence escalates 
in Africa; the future of the Satellite Sentinel 
Project is in doubt. ‘‘I am doing the best I 
can to raise money through speaking engage-
ments,’’ Clooney says. ‘‘I believe we are 
going to be able to keep this up. The ques-
tion is can we find ways to sustain it.’’ 

For now, though, it’s time for the team to 
regroup. ‘‘This is not a bad day; this is a 
good day,’’ says Raymond, rallying the 
troops with a kind of battlefield speech. Re-
directing the satellite ‘‘was the right thing 
to do,’ he says. ‘‘We needed to make sure we 
were seeing the whole picture.’’ 

HONORING MARGARET BRACEY 
PLEASANTS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2012 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the life of 
Ms. Margaret Bracy Pleasants, a Florida-born 
teacher and active member of her community. 
Ms. Pleasants was 79 years of age. 

Ms. Pleasants placed great value in her in-
volvement in various civic organizations and 
social clubs. Despite moving several times 
throughout her life, Ms. Pleasants was always 
an active member of her community, and 
made lasting connections with her neighbors. 
From her humble beginnings in Jacksonville, 
Florida, to her eventual move to Texas and 
California, Ms. Pleasants always left a lasting 
impression on those around her. 

Ms. Pleasants was blessed with musical tal-
ents, and used them in service to her local 
church. 

Ms. Pleasants always wanted to become an 
educator, and it was her dream to inspire fu-
ture generations. She taught at the Bryant 
Academy and later at Jack Yates High School 
in Houston, Texas. Ms. Pleasants inspired her 
students and taught them the value of life. 
While teaching at Whaley Middle School in 
California, Ms. Pleasants formed the Human 
Relations Club, a group focused on bringing 
multicultural events to the entire student body. 
She used her love of different cultures to in-
spire her students, expand their horizons, and 
help them to embrace cultural diversity. 

Mr. Speaker, Margaret Pleasants enjoyed 
many simple pastimes and was always eager 
to share in those experiences with others. She 
understood well the importance of living in the 
moment and bestowing those values upon fu-
ture generations. While her passing comes as 
a great loss to many, we may continue to look 
to her life for inspiration. 
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20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCCU-
PATION OF SHUSHA IN AZER-
BAIJAN 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 7, 2012 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, given the signifi-
cance of this week to the U.S.-Azerbaijan bi-
lateral relationship, it is important to com-
memorate the 20th Anniversary of the Occu-
pation of Shusha in Azerbaijan. Shusha lies 
within the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azer-
baijan and is another painful reminder of the 
ongoing conflict between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia in the region. 

Twenty years ago today, Armenian forces 
stormed the strategically important town of 
Shusha, which lies on a hill just over three 
miles away from the Nagorno-Karabakh cap-
ital of Stepanakert. The town was attacked at 
the break of dawn from three sides, trapping 
Azeri military units and civilians on their hilltop. 

For hours the town was shelled, killing and 
wounding thousands of men, women, and chil-
dren, and the attacking forces have occupied 
it ever since. 
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