S2970

S. 2288
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2288, a bill to amend title XXVII
of the Public Health Service Act to
preserve consumer and employer access
to licensed independent insurance pro-
ducers.
S. 2325
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2325, a bill to authorize
further assistance to Israel for the Iron
Dome anti-missile defense system.
S. 2342
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CrAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2342, a bill to reform the National Asso-
ciation of Registered Agents and Bro-
kers, and for other purposes.
S. 2343
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
BINGAMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2343, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to extend the re-
duced interest rate for Federal Direct
Stafford Loans, and for other purposes.
S. 2344
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2344, a bill to extend the National
Flood Insurance Program until Decem-
ber 31, 2012.
S. 2346
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2346, a bill to amend the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 to modify the definition of the
term ‘‘biobased product’.
S. 2366
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2366, a bill to extend
student loan interest rates for under-
graduate Federal Direct Stafford
Loans.
S. 2368
At the request of Mr. ENZI, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2368, a
bill to ensure economy and efficiency
of Federal Government operations by
establishing a moratorium on midnight
rules during a President’s final days in
office, and for other purposes.
S. 2374
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2374, a bill to amend the
Helium Act to ensure the expedient
and responsible draw-down of the Fed-
eral Helium Reserve in a manner that
protects the interests of private indus-
try, the scientific, medical, and indus-
trial communities, commercial users,
and Federal agencies, and for other
purposes.
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S. 2554

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2554, a bill to amend
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to extend
the authorization of the Bulletproof

Vest Partnership Grant Program
through fiscal year 2017.
S.J. RES. 19

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 19, a joint resolution
proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States author-
izing Congress to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the United
States.

S.J. RES. 38

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 38, a joint resolu-
tion disapproving a rule submitted by
the Department of Labor relating to
the certification of nonimmigrant
workers in temporary or seasonal non-
agricultural employment.

S. RES. 380

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 380, a resolution to ex-
press the sense of the Senate regarding
the importance of preventing the Gov-
ernment of Iran from acquiring nuclear
weapons capability.

At the request of Mr. THUNE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 380, supra.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  447—CON-
GRATULATING THE STUDENTS,
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND AD-
MINISTRATORS OF CHARTER
SCHOOLS ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES FOR ONGOING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION, AND
SUPPORTING THE IDEALS AND
GOALS OF THE 13TH ANNUAL
NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
WEEK, TO BE HELD MAY 6
THROUGH MAY 12, 2012

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.
ALEXANDER, Mr. BURR, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
COBURN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. KIRK, Mr. LIEBER-
MAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and Mr. VITTER)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 447

Whereas charter schools deliver high-qual-
ity public education and challenge all stu-
dents to reach their potential;

Whereas charter schools promote innova-
tion and excellence in public education;

Whereas charter schools provide thousands
of families with diverse and innovative edu-
cational options for their children;

Whereas charter schools are public schools
authorized by a designated public entity
that—

May 8, 2012

(1) respond to the needs of communities,
families, and students in the United States;
and

(2) promote the principles of quality, ac-
countability, choice, and innovation;

Whereas, in exchange for flexibility and
autonomy, charter schools are held account-
able by their sponsors for improving student
achievement and for the financial and other
operations of the charter schools;

Whereas 40 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and Guam have passed laws authorizing
charter schools;

Whereas, as of the date of approval of this
resolution, 5,275 charter schools are serving
more than 2,000,000 children;

Whereas in fiscal year 2011 and the 18 pre-
vious fiscal years, Congress has provided a
total of more than $3,000,000,000 in financial
assistance to the charter school movement
through grants for planning, startup, imple-
mentation, dissemination, and facilities;

Whereas numerous charter schools improve
the achievements of students and stimulate
improvement in traditional public schools;

Whereas charter schools are required to
meet the student achievement account-
ability requirements under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) in the same manner as
traditional public schools;

Whereas charter schools often set higher
and additional individual goals than the re-
quirements of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301
et seq.) to ensure that charter schools are of
high quality and truly accountable to the
public;

Whereas charter schools—

(1) give parents the freedom to choose pub-
lic schools;

(2) routinely measure parental satisfaction
levels; and

(3) must prove their ongoing success to
parents, policymakers, and the communities
served by the charter schools;

Whereas more than 50 percent of charter
schools report having a waiting list, and the
total number of students on all such waiting
lists is enough to fill more than 1,100 aver-
age-sized charter schools; and

Whereas the 13th annual National Charter
Schools Week is scheduled to be held May 6
through May 12, 2012: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the students, parents,
teachers, and administrators of charter
schools across the United States for—

(A) ongoing contributions to education;

(B) the impressive strides made in closing
the persistent academic achievement gap in
the United States; and

(C) improving and strengthening the public
school system in the United States;

(2) supports the ideals and goals of the 13th
annual National Charter Schools Week, a
week-long celebration to be held May 6
through May 12, 2012, in communities
throughout the United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to hold appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities during National Char-
ter Schools Week to demonstrate support for
charter schools.

————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 44—SETTING FORTH THE
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR
THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013
AND SETTING FORTH THE AP-
PROPRIATE BUDGETARY LEVELS
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2014
THROUGH 2022

Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. PAUL, and
Mr. DEMINT) submitted the following
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