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the consideration of legislation and 
what was done during the development 
of this legislation. Senator COONS 
worked with the AO, which made rec-
ommendations, and with bankruptcy 
judges in a variety of districts to deter-
mine where need was greatest. To cod-
ify an unenforceable mandate nomi-
nally imposed on future Congresses is 
unnecessary and unwise. 

Once again I take the opportunity to 
thank and congratulate Senator COONS 
for his hard work and attention to this 
issue. This would not be passing again 
without his diligence, focus, and legis-
lative skill. He has now done twice 
what has seemed impossible to do once. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4967) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

HONORING FEDERAL, STATE, AND 
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OF-
FICERS 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to S. Res. 456, submitted 
earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 456) commemorating 
and acknowledging the dedication and sac-
rifice made by the Federal, State, and local 
law enforcement officers who have been 
killed or injured in the line of duty. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I com-
mend the Senate for agreeing to this 
resolution to honor the men and 
women who serve in law enforcement 
and to officially recognize May 15 as 
National Peace Officers Memorial Day. 

Despite the progress that has been 
made in improving officer safety, there 
is much work to be done. The year 2011 
was an especially tragic one for the law 
enforcement community. Last year, 163 
State and Federal law enforcement of-
ficers lost their lives in the line of 
duty. This is an increase from 2010 and 
a grim reminder of the sacrifices far 
too many individuals make serving 
their communities and fellow citizens. 
The Senate should continue to do all it 
can to support officer safety. 

To recognize these sacrifices, as they 
do every year, law enforcement officers 
and their families from across the 
United States will come to Washington 
to pay tribute and honor the men and 
women who have lost their lives. And 
as I do each year, I will stand with 
them. 

In 1962, President Kennedy des-
ignated May 15 as National Peace Offi-

cers Memorial Day. Once again I am 
proud to have introduced a resolution 
officially recognizing that designation 
and honoring these men and women, 
and all of those that came before them. 
I am glad we passed this official rec-
ognition today. 

The safety of law enforcement offi-
cers across the United States should be 
something on which we can all agree. I 
hope the quick passage of this resolu-
tion will foreshadow future bipartisan 
work on behalf of the men and women 
who work day after day to protect all 
of us. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
will take a moment to recognize the 
significance of that measure. I know 
the Presiding Officer, in his many 
years as attorney general of the State 
of Connecticut, became keenly aware 
of the sacrifices our law enforcement 
officers are too often called upon to 
make to protect our communities. In 
the State of Rhode Island, we recently 
lost a Providence police officer who 
was killed in the line of duty. So it is 
a somber and important act that we 
take. 

I ask unanimous consent that this 
resolution be agreed to, the preamble 
be agreed to, that the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate, and that 
any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 456) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 456 

(Commemorating and acknowledging the 
dedication and sacrifice made by the Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement offi-
cers who have been killed or injured in the 
line of duty) 

Whereas the well-being of all citizens of 
the United States is preserved and enhanced 
as a direct result of the vigilance and dedica-
tion of law enforcement personnel; 

Whereas more than 900,000 men and 
women, at great risk to their personal safe-
ty, presently serve their fellow citizens as 
guardians of the peace; 

Whereas peace officers are on the front 
lines in protecting the schools and school-
children of the United States; 

Whereas in 2011, 163 peace officers across 
the United States were killed in the line of 
duty; 

Whereas Congress should strongly support 
initiatives to reduce violent crime and to in-
crease the factors that contribute to the 
safety of law enforcement officers; 

Whereas there are more than 19,000 Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement offi-
cers who lost their lives in the line of duty 
while protecting their fellow citizens, and 
whose names are engraved upon the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in 
Washington, District of Columbia; 

Whereas in 1962, President John F. Ken-
nedy designated May 15 as National Peace 
Officers Memorial Day; and 

Whereas on May 15, 2012, more than 20,000 
peace officers are expected to gather in 
Washington, District of Columbia, to join 
with the families of their recently fallen 
comrades to honor those comrades and all 

others who went before them: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates and acknowledges the 

dedication and sacrifices made by the Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement offi-
cers who have been killed or injured in the 
line of duty; 

(2) recognizes May 15, 2012, as ‘‘National 
Peace Officers Memorial Day’’; and 

(3) calls on the people of the United States 
to observe that day with appropriate cere-
mony, solemnity, appreciation, and respect. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL OF THE FOUNDING 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of 
S. Res. 458, which was submitted ear-
lier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 458) commemorating 
May 15, 2012, as the sesquicentennial of the 
founding of the Department of Agriculture. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to the resolution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 458) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 458 

Whereas, on May 15, 1862, President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed into law an Act that es-
tablished a Department of Agriculture (12 
Stat. 387, chapter 72); 

Whereas President Lincoln gave the De-
partment of Agriculture general authority to 
acquire and spread useful information on ag-
ricultural subjects and to assist in the devel-
opment and use of new and valuable seeds 
and plants; 

Whereas, in 1862, President Lincoln also 
signed into law the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to 
secure homesteads to actual settlers on the 
public domain’’ (commonly known as the 
‘‘Homestead Act of 1862’’; 12 Stat. 392, chap-
ter 75) and the Act of July 2, 1862 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘First Morrill Act’’; 12 Stat. 
503, chapter 130), which, along with the cre-
ation of the Department of Agriculture, lay 
the foundation for Federal agricultural pol-
icy; 

Whereas, in the 1850s, there was 1 farmer 
for every 2 people in the United States, while 
today the average farmer in the United 
States feeds more than 150 people; 

Whereas the United States is now the sec-
ond largest producer and the largest exporter 
of agricultural products in the world; 

Whereas the role of the Department of Ag-
riculture has expanded to include functions 
impacting nearly every aspect of the rural 
United States and beyond; 

Whereas the Department of Agriculture 
helps to ensure the safety of the food supply 
of the United States, provides conservation 
assistance, collects market data, provides 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:05 May 11, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G10MY6.060 S10MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-07T09:58:53-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




