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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me today in honoring Dr. F.
Sherwood Rowland, who was born on June
28, 1927, in Delaware, Ohio, and who passed
away on March 10, 2012, at his home in Co-
rona del Mar, California, at the age of 84.

Professor Rowland was a giant in the sci-
entific community. Along with his colleague Dr.
Mario Molina, he discovered the serious threat
to the earth’s ozone layer posed by man-made
chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons, or
CFCs. These supposedly harmless chemicals
were being released from aerosol sprays, re-
frigerators, and air conditioners. In their 1974
paper published in Nature, the two scientists
showed that CFCs were depleting the planet’s
protective stratospheric ozone layer. They
found that CFCs rose into the stratosphere,
where they were broken apart by powerful ul-
traviolet rays and released chlorine atoms.
The chlorine destroyed the ozone molecules
protecting the planet’s surface from harmful ul-
traviolet radiation.

Sherry Rowland recognized that the deple-
tion of the ozone layer “was not just a sci-
entific question, but a potentially grave envi-
ronmental problem.” Increased exposure to ul-
traviolet radiation meant more cases of skin
cancer and eye damage, as well as harm to
plant and marine life.

Sherry Rowland spoke out about this dan-
ger to the ozone layer and argued for a ban
on CFCs. Over the years, he did hundreds of
press interviews and testified before Congress
and state legislatures time and time again.

Professor Rowland persevered despite ef-
forts to discredit his work. Scientific societies
withdrew their invitations for him to speak
about his research. And industry attacked him
personally. In 1977, the president of one aer-
osol manufacturing company claimed that criti-
cism of CFCs was “orchestrated by the Min-
istry of Disinformation of the KGB.”

But Professor Rowland was ultimately vindi-
cated by both his fellow scientists and the
international community. In 1983, a British
Antarctic Survey team confirmed the existence
of a hole in the ozone layer above Antarctica.
Four years later, the Montreal Protocol was
signed. This landmark treaty phased out the
production and use of CFCs. The ozone layer
is now expected to fully recover around the
middle of the century.

In 1995, Dr. Rowland received the recogni-
tion he deserved when he shared the Nobel
Prize for Chemistry with Dr. Molina and Dr.
Paul Crutzen for their ozone layer work.

Sherry Rowland’s life stands as a testament
to the critical role of scientific discovery in the
development of wise and effective government
policy.

One need only ponder what the world would
be like today without the work and voice of
Sherry Rowland to appreciate the magnitude
of his contributions. Please join me in cele-
brating the life of Dr. Sherry Rowland, a man
who literally helped save the world.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, the glorious hills
of West Virginia fell more silent than usual this
past week. A familiar voice was quieted by the
passing of an American original. This last
weekend, we celebrated the life and legacy of
Mr. Everett Lilly, who passed on to his heav-
enly reward after 87 years on this Earth. Until
just recently, Mr. Lilly’s voice and mandolin
playing were a familiar melodious staple for
the ears and musical souls of southern West
Virginians and countless ones beyond our bor-
ders.

Everett and his brother, Bea, who passed in
2005, introduced bluegrass music, Lilly-style,
or as Mr. Lilly liked to call it, “American Moun-
tain Country Folk Music,” to our country’s
northeast in the 1950's with Don Stover and
Tex Logan. They rose to international fame
and toured Japan. Everett played two sepa-
rate stints with the legendary bluegrass group
formed by Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs. Most
recently, even though he was well into his
80s, he toured with his own band, The Lilly
Mountaineers, and taught classes at Mountain
State University—passing on his knowledge
and skill with mountain music and its accom-
panying lore.

The Lilly Brothers were inducted into the
West Virginia Music Hall of Fame and the
International Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame.
Everett received the Vandalia Award, West
Virginia's highest folk life honor, in 2009.

Tributes to Mr. Lilly and his considerable tal-
ents continue to be written, West Virginia's
Mountain Stage’s memorial to him reminds us
that country singer, Marty Stuart, called Mr.
Lilly, “God’s mandolin player.”

Let me just add that all the words used to
describe Mr. Lilly's legacy like entertainment
giant, pioneering artist, and musical legend
and icon are true | knew Mr. Lilly and know
his family. They are friends of mine and the
best compliment | can pay him is that what
you saw was what you got. | don't think he
had a fake bone in his body, and he was more
than ready to lend a helping hand whenever,
wherever possible. Indeed, as our hometown
newspaper, the Register Herald, summed it up
succinctly, Everett was genuine.

Among the tens of thousands Mr. Lilly en-
lightened and entertained over the decades
was everyone from presidents to just plain
good people. Though he achieved inter-
national fame and the composition of his audi-
ences would drastically change from venue to
venue, he never did. Whether he was on the
world stage or staged in front of a family barn
here in southern West Virginia, Everett never
strayed from his deep roots in Clear Creek,
West Virginia.

The New York Times ran a warm story on
Mr. Lilly’s many accomplishments and con-
cluded with perhaps what he considered his
greatest, his family. Mr. Lilly’s son, Jiles, pre-
ceded him in death, but he is survived by his
wife of 64 years, JoAnn; three sons, Daniel,
Mark and Everett Alan; four daughters, Karen
Pierangelino, Diana Tomah, Ann Lilly and La-
verne Wheeler; a sister, Flossie Williams; and
numerous grandchildren and great-grand-
children.
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“He played music right up to the end,” Dan-
iel Lilly told the Times. “He was enjoying life
and still riding his four-wheeler through the
woods at the age of 87. He died at the kitchen
table.”

He and his band used to play an old song
that seems a fitting epitaph for his long happy
career and life. | leave you with the lyrics to,
“Who will sing for me,” confidant that the
praises for Everett Lilly will continue to be
sung by all those whose lives he touched. Mr.
Speaker, my colleagues, we all could take a
page or two from the songbook of this tal-
ented, this beloved son of West Virginia:
Often | sing for my friends
At death’s cold hand | see
When | reach my journey’s end
Who will sing for me
Chorus
I wonder (I wonder) who
Will sing (will sing) for me
When | come the cross
of that silent sea
Who will sing for me
When crowds shall gather round
And look down on me
Will they turn and walk away
Or will they sing one song for me
So I'll sing 'til the end
Contented I will be
Assured that some friends
Will sing one song for me

————
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, once again,
the Republican majority is proposing legisla-
tion that puts Americans directly on the Road
to Austerity. Similar to the Ryan Budget, the
Sequester Replacement Reconciliation Act is
noteworthy for the harsh austerity it demands
of the many and the lavish benefits it extends
to the few.

Instead of closing tax loopholes or asking
millionaires to contribute to deficit reduction,
this bill focuses only on cutting spending while
hurting millions of Americans.

This bill puts the burden of deficit reduction
squarely on the backs of seniors, the middle
class, and the most vulnerable among us:

It slashes food stamps by $33.2 billion at a
time when families can least afford it; perma-
nently eliminates the Social Services Block
Grant program which provides assistance for
nearly 23 million Americans including 4.4 mil-
lion children and 1.7 million older Americans
who receive “Meals on Wheels”; cuts invest-
ments to women’s health by eliminating the
Prevention and Public Health Fund which pro-
motes maternal and child health; and politi-
cizes the funding process for the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau which was cre-
ated by the Dodd-Frank law to deal with banks
that are “too big to fail.”

Mr. Speaker, Democrats agree that we need
deficit reduction, but demand that we do it in
a balanced and fair way. The proposal before
us shreds the social safety net that protects
millions of hardworking families in an effort to
protect defense cuts under sequestration and
makes billions of dollars in cuts beyond what
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