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Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I will close with my remarks.

I'm hoping that perhaps Members of
the Senate may be watching C-SPAN
and watching us in the House. If not, I
just simply urge their constituents to
give them a call and ask them to move.
It would be great to move on H.R. 1309.
Because even if you do this temporary
one, it’s 30 days and we’re right back
here in another 4 weeks at the time
that hurricanes are raging. We are
really playing with fire here, and we’re
not doing the American people justice,
and we’re not doing right here.

As the gentleman from Louisiana
just mentioned, vivid in our minds has
got to be Katrina. We can talk about
Andrew in Florida or you can talk
about Hazel up in New York. Our whole
country is coastline, and flooding is
the worst natural disaster in our coun-
try in terms of loss of life, in terms of
property. Folks need this financial as-
sistance from this flood insurance pro-
gram.

I urge my colleagues in the Senate to
move and do the right thing. I urge the
American people to contact their Sen-
ators and let them know we do not
need to be standing naked in the face
of fierce hurricanes without help and
without support simply because the
United States Senate failed to act in
the best interest of the American peo-
ple.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
Ross of Florida). Members are re-
minded to direct their remarks to the
Chair and not to a perceived viewing
audience.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thank the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. ScoTT) for managing this bill and
for all of his mention of how important
this is. I also would again like to thank
the gentlelady from California (Ms.
WATERS) for being a cosponsor.

Mr. Speaker, I wish we did not have
to be here on the floor once again with
a short-term extension of the NFIP,
but this program is too important to
homeowners, to the housing market,
and to the communities in the flood-
prone areas for Congress to let it expire
at the end of the month. It is also too
in debt to continue without reform.
And despite our best efforts in the
House, the Senate has been unwilling
or unable to pass a long-term NFIP re-
authorization and reform bill.

As has been mentioned over and over,
the House passed our 5-year NFIP reau-
thorization reform bill, H.R. 1309, last
July with an overwhelming bipartisan
majority of more than 400 votes. It also
won unanimous support in the Finan-
cial Services Committee. But the Sen-
ate has not yet approved any version of
flood reform. So here we are once again
on the verge of a lapse in NFIP.

Mr. Speaker, the time has come to
stop playing games with this impor-
tant program and start enacting long-
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term reforms now. With today’s bill,
we begin that process. First, it extends
the program for an additional month to
spare property owners and the housing
market from another lapse. In addi-
tion, it would initiate several non-
controversial reforms to develop pri-
vate sector options in the flood insur-
ance market. This is all part of the 5-
year bill that we have.

Reforming the NFIP is simply too
important to ignore. Our extension will
give the Senate time to act, and it will
begin the process of fixing NFIP to pro-
tect taxpayers from unnecessary risk.

With that, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 5740, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to express my disappointment that this
House is once again considering a short-term
extension to the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram.

It has been nearly ten years since the pro-
gram was last reauthorized, and the need for
reauthorization has only grown more pressing.
While a lapse in the program would be detri-
mental to countless homeowners, the program
cannot continue to be sustained through a
patchwork of short-term extensions.

Last July, the House of Representatives
passed a long-term extension of the program
with broad bipartisan support. Shortly after,
the Senate Banking Committee reported its
own reauthorization which is now simply gath-
ering dust in the Senate. With the start of hur-
ricane season only weeks away, now is not
the time for the Senate’s typical complacency.

Floods affect every state in the Union, and
all Americans deserve the comfort of knowing
they will be able to continue to benefit from
the security that the National Flood Insurance
Program has provided homeowners and lend-
ing institutions since 1968.

This program must be modernized and re-
formed to meet the realities of American
homeowners and taxpayers. | urge my Senate
colleagues to swiftly bring their reauthorization
bill to the floor so that we can finally move a
long-term reauthorization forward.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs.
BIGGERT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5740.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I unintentionally voted ‘‘aye”’
on rollcall No. 2563 when I intended to
vote ‘“‘no’ on the motion to consider H.
Res. 656, providing for consideration of
the bill, H.R. 4970, to reauthorize the
Violence Against Women Act of 1994,
and providing for consideration of the
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bill, H.R. 4310, the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I reiterate my strong support for the
protection of women from acts of vio-
lence and my opposition to the reau-
thorization as currently written and
brought forth.

——
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
MOTION TO INSTRUCT CON-
FEREES ON H.R. 4348, SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION EXTENSION
ACT OF 2012, PART II
Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, under

rule XXII, clause 7 (c), I hereby an-
nounce my intention to offer a motion
to instruct on H.R. 4348, the conference
report to extend Federal highway pro-
grams.

The form of the motion is as follows:

Mr. Barrow moves that the managers on
the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 4348
be instructed to insist on title II of the
House bill, regarding approval of the Key-
stone XL Pipeline.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4310.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCHENRY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 656 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4310.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. ROSS) to preside over
the Committee of the Whole.

O 1820
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4310) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2013 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for fiscal year
2013, and for other purposes, with Mr.
Ross of Florida in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCKEON) and the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. SMITH) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. McCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of
H.R. 4310, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, which
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