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Dr. Gutierrez was a leader and role model 

in the Del Rio community. His passion and 
love for Del Rio was most exemplified through 
his work as a doctor and leadership as mayor. 
Dr. Gutierrez served for 20 years as Del Rio’s 
mayor, earning the title ‘‘dean of Del Rio’s 
mayors.’’ He was also as equally dedicated to 
serving the community through his medical 
practice, delivering nearly 5,000 babies over a 
career that spanned five decades. Only after 
suffering a heart attack in 2010 did he decide 
to close his practice. 

While Del Rio has lost an icon and hero, Dr. 
Gutierrez’s impact and passion for the com-
munity will certainly live on. 
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TAIWAN PRESIDENT MA YING- 
JEOU’S SECOND INAUGURATION 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, Ma Ying- 
jeou will be sworn in for a second term on 
May 20, 2012, as Taiwan’s president. It’s 
worth saluting President Ma on this special oc-
casion, as the United States has a no better 
friend or ally than Taiwan. For decades, Tai-
wan has been of significant security, economic 
and political interest to the United States. 
Today, Taiwan’s 23 million people enjoy self- 
governance with free elections, and Taiwan’s 
economy is the 17th largest in the world—and 
growing. Taiwan is the ninth-largest U.S. trad-
ing partner, including the sixth-largest market 
for U.S. agricultural exports, a significant eco-
nomic consideration for my district. 

Going back to the onset of the Cold War, 
Taiwan and the United States have stood be-
side one another in some of our countries’ 
darkest hours and most challenging times. 
Taiwan was an indispensable link in America’s 
Korean War effort. U.S. General Douglas Mac-
Arthur rightly labeled Taiwan ‘‘an unsinkable 
aircraft carrier in the Pacific’’ when speaking of 
the joint U.S.-Taiwan Korean War effort. Tai-
wan ground troops fought side by side with 
U.S. forces in the fierce battles at, below and 
above the 38th Parallel. The Washington-Tai-
pei alliance was later institutionalized in the 
Sino-American Mutual Defense Treaty and 
Formosa Resolution of 1955. Taiwan was also 
a key base, and intelligence-gathering source, 
for U.S. forces in the Vietnam War. Under 
President Ma’s leadership, our relationship 
has remained strong, as he has sought U.S. 
support for his policies, including U.S. arms 
sales, to ensure Taiwan is in a strong position 
to continue cross-strait talks. 

The United States has stood by Taiwan as 
it has faced challenges from across the strait 
over the last 62 years. And while travel, trade 
and investment flourish across the strait today, 
threats remain, as Beijing refuses to renounce 
its right to use force against Taiwan. And yet, 
Taiwan has shown that a strong democracy 
can thrive even in the face of continued 
threats. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating President Ma on his sec-
ond inauguration. I also would ask my col-
leagues to remain mindful of the promise we 
made to the people of Taiwan almost 33 years 
ago under the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) of 
1979, the cornerstone of our two nations’ bilat-

eral relationship. Ties or tension across the 
Taiwan Strait affect global peace and stability, 
and a more stable East Asia is not only in the 
best interest of Taiwan, but also in the best in-
terest of the United States. 

f 

HONORING SOUTH GIBSON HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to rise today to honor the first ever grad-
uating class of South Gibson High School, lo-
cated in Medina, Tennessee. 

Undoubtedly the work of starting a brand 
new high school is extremely difficult but to-
day’s graduation offers the opportunity to cele-
brate in a job well done. Congratulations to 
Principal Phil Rogers and his dedicated team 
of teachers and staff in preparing the young 
minds of the Class of 2012 to enter their next 
phase of life. 

The vision of South Gibson High School is 
to create a community of empowered learners. 
Although today ends their journey in high 
school; the ever-changing demands of the 
21st century economy requires them to always 
be thinking, challenging, and innovating. And 
it’s that kind of life-long learning that will keep 
America’s place, as President Ronald Reagan 
said, ‘‘a shining city on the hill.’’ 

Please join me in honoring the first grad-
uating class in the history of South Gibson 
County High School. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4310) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2013 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2013, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chair, I offer this bi- 
partisan amendment with Congressman JEFF 
LANDRY to increase transparency surrounding 
the issuance of waivers allowing foreign ves-
sels to carry cargo between points in the 
United States. I thank Congressman LANDRY 
for his leadership on this issue. 

A report recently released by 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers found that in 2006, 
the most recent year for which data were 
available, the Jones Act fleet supported nearly 
74,000 direct jobs in the U.S. shipbuilding and 
domestic waterborne transportation industries. 

These jobs, in turn, supported more than 
$36 billion in economic output in 2009 and 
provided $6.5 billion in labor compensation. 

Among other provisions, the Jones Act re-
quires that a vessel cannot carry cargo be-
tween two U.S. points unless the vessel has 
been built in the United States, and is owned 
and crewed by Americans. 

The Jones Act can be waived in the interest 
of national defense. However, the Maritime 
Administration (MARAD) must first assess 
whether Jones Act-qualified vessels are avail-
able to carry the cargo under consideration. 

Following the release of oil from the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve in 2011, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security waived the Jones 
Act dozens of times despite the availability of 
Jones Act-qualified vessels. 

According to documents provided by the 
Department of Transportation, waivers were 
issued at the request of firms such as Shell 
Oil Company, ConocoPhillips Company, and 
BP Products North America. 

As a result, the American oil released from 
the American Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
was then carried by vessels flagged in such 
countries as Liberia, the Marshall Islands, 
Singapore, the Bahamas, and Panama. 

The amendment I offer with Congressman 
LANDRY is a simple one. Let me be clear: 
though I think waivers should be issued only 
in the rarest of circumstances, this amend-
ment does not prohibit the issuance of any 
waivers. 

Instead, it would require the Maritime Ad-
ministration (MARAD) to include in its assess-
ments of the availability of Jones Act-compli-
ant vessels information on the actions that 
could be taken to enable Jones Act-qualified 
vessels to carry the cargo for which a waiver 
is sought. 

MARAD would also be required to publish 
its assessments on its website and provide 
notification to Congress when a waiver is re-
quested or issued. 

Adoption of these provisions will significantly 
enhance the transparency surrounding the 
issuance of Jones Act waivers so that we can 
assess whether every possible opportunity to 
utilize Jones Act-compliant vessels in the 
coastwise trade has been utilized. 

I urge Members on both sides of the aisle 
to support our bi-partisan amendment to en-
sure that every available step is taken to uti-
lize American mariners to carry American car-
goes on American ships between American 
ports. 
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KIPP BALTIMORE’S BRAD NORN-
HOLD WINS BALTIMORE CITY 
‘‘TEACHER OF THE YEAR’’ 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
Bradley Nornhold was a founding teacher at 
KIPP Ujima Village Academy when the public 
charter school opened in 2002. In the past ten 
years, Brad has been a transformational force 
in the lives of the students in Northwest Balti-
more. As a middle school math teacher, his 
results speak for themselves. In 2011, his sev-
enth grade students produced the highest 
math test scores in the city as measured by 
the Maryland School Assessment. Brad makes 
no excuses and leaves no child behind. 100 
percent of his students passed the test. The 
advanced scores were the fourth highest in 
the State of Maryland. 

But test scores do not tell the whole story. 
Brad’s students embrace the work that it takes 
to produce such results, and believe that the 
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