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to domestic programs while threatening yet
another calamitous downgrade in the our Na-
tion’s credit rating.

A balanced approach is essential to achiev-
ing deficit reduction. | remain optimistic that
the Congress can find savings in both domes-
tic and defense programs. Certainly, | will con-
tinue fighting to ensure that cuts are not im-
posed that would harm our active-duty troops,
military retirees, and veterans who have al-
ready sacrificed so much for our Nation.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4310) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2013 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
fiscal year 2013, and for other purposes:

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chair, | submit the fol-
lowing exchange of letters:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,

Washington, DC, May 10, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD ““BUCK’’ MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON. I write to con-
firm our mutual understanding regarding
H.R. 4310, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2013. This legislation
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. However, in order to expe-
dite floor consideration of this important
legislation, the committee waives consider-
ation of the bill.

The Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform takes this action only with the
understanding that the committee’s jurisdic-
tional interests over this and similar legisla-
tion are in no way diminished or altered.

The committee also reserves the right to
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your
support if such a request is made. Finally, I
would appreciate your including this letter
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 4310 on the House Floor. Thank
you for your attention to these matters.

Sincerely,
DARRELL ISsA,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. DARRELL ISSA,
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 3210, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform has valid jurisdictional
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative
of your decision not to request a referral in
the interest of expediting consideration of
the bill. T agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
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ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.
Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE
WORKFORCE,
Washington, DC, May 10, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD P. “BUCK”’ MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to con-
firm our mutual understanding with respect
to H.R. 4310, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2013. Thank you for
consulting with the Committee on Education
and the Workforce with regard to H.R. 4310
on those matters within the committee’s ju-
risdiction.

In the interest of expediting the House’s
consideration of H.R. 4310, the Committee on
Education and the Workforce will forgo fur-
ther consideration of this bill. However, I do
so only with the understanding that this pro-
cedural route will not be construed to preju-
dice my committee’s jurisdictional interest
and prerogatives on this bill or any other
similar legislation and will not be considered
as precedent for consideration of matters of
jurisdictional interest to my committee in
the future.

I respectfully request your support for the
appointment of outside conferees from the
Committee on Education and the Workforce
should this bill or a similar bill be consid-
ered in a conference with the Senate. I also
request that you include our exchange of let-
ters on this matter in the Committee Report
on H.R. 4310 and in the Congressional Record
during consideration of this bill on the
House floor. Thank you for your attention to
these matters.

Sincerely,
JOHN KLINE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. JOHN KLINE,
Chairman, Committee on Education and the
Workforce, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Committee on Education
and the Workforce has valid jurisdictional
claims to certain provisions in this impor-
tant legislation, and I am most appreciative
of your decision not to request a referral in
the interest of expediting consideration of
the bill. I agree that by foregoing a sequen-
tial referral, the Committee on Education
and the Workforce is not waiving its juris-
diction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write to confirm our
mutual understanding regarding H.R. 4310,
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2013. This legislation contains
subject matter that falls within the Rule X
jurisdiction of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee. However, due to our cooperation
in working out text prior to your markup,
and in order to expedite Floor consideration
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of this important legislation, the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee will not seek a sequential
referral or object to Floor consideration of
the bill text approved at your Committee
markup.

The House Committee on Foreign Affairs
takes this action only with the under-
standing that our jurisdictional interests in
this bill, any subsequent amendments, and
similar legislation are in no way diminished
or altered.

The Foreign Affairs Committee also re-
serves the right to seek appointment to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation,
and requests your support if such a request is
made. Finally, I would appreciate your in-
cluding this letter in your Committee report
on the bill, and in the Congressional Record
during consideration of H.R. 4310 on the
House Floor. Thank you for your attention
to these matters.

Sincerely,
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MsS. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on Foreign Affairs is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. ““BUCK”’ MCKEON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,
May 11, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD ““BUCK’’ MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In recognition of the
importance of expediting the passage of H.R.
4310, the “‘Fiscal Year 2013 National Defense
Authorization Bill,”” the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence hereby waives
further consideration of the bill. The Com-
mittee has jurisdictional interests in H.R.
4310, including intelligence and intelligence-
related authorizations and provisions con-
tained in the bill.

The Committee takes this action only with
the understanding that this procedural route
should not be construed to prejudice the
House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence’s jurisdictional interest over
this bill or any similar bill and will not be
considered as precedent for consideration of
matters of jurisdictional interest to the
Committee in the future, including in con-
nection with any subsequent consideration
of the bill by the House. In addition, the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence
will seek conferees on any provisions of the
bill that are within its jurisdiction during
any House-Senate conference that may be
convened on this legislation.

Finally, I would ask that you include a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter in the Congressional Record during the
House debate on H.R. 4310. 1 appreciate the
constructive work between our committees
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on this matter and thank you for your con-
sideration.
Sincerely,
MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. MIKE ROGERS,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a
sequential referral, the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence is not waiving its
jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of let-
ters will be included in the committee report
on the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD “BUCK’’ MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCcKEON: I write con-
cerning H.R. 4310, the ‘‘National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.”” I want-
ed to notify you that the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce will forgo action on H.R.
4310 so that it may proceed expeditiously to
the House floor for consideration.

This is done with the understanding that
the Committee on Energy and Commerce is
not waiving any of its jurisdiction on this or
similar legislation. In addition, the Com-
mittee reserves the right to seek conferees
on H.R. 4310 and requests your support when
such a request is made.

I would appreciate your response con-
firming this understanding with respect to
H.R. 4310 and ask that a copy of our ex-
change of letters on this matter be included
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of the bill on the House floor.

Sincerely,
FRED UPTON,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. FRED UPTON,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Committee on Energy and
Commerce has valid jurisdictional claims to
certain provisions in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral,
the Committee on Energy and Commerce is
not waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK’’ MCKEON,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. HOWARD P. “BUCK”’ MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I am writing to
you concerning the bill H.R. 4310, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2013. There are certain provisions in the
legislation which fall within Rule X (q) of
the Committee on Small Business.

In the interest of permitting the Com-
mittee on Armed Services to proceed expedi-
tiously to floor consideration of this impor-
tant bill, I am willing to waive the right of
the Committee on Small Business to sequen-
tial referral. I do so with the understanding
that by waiving consideration of the bill the
Committee on Small Business does not waive
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill which fall
within its Rule X (q) jurisdiction, including
future bills that the Committee on Armed
Services will consider. I request that you
urge the Speaker to name members of this
Committee to any conference committee
which is named to consider such provisions.

Please place this letter into the committee
report on H.R. 4310 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this issue and others be-
tween our respective committees.

Sincerely,
SAM GRAVES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. SAM GRAVES,
Chairman, Committee on Small Business, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Committee on Small Busi-
ness has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation,
and I am most appreciative of your decision
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the
Committee on Small Business is not waiving
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK” MCKEON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. BUCK MCKEON,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: On May 10, 2012,
the Committee on Armed Services ordered
H.R. 4310, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2012, as amended, to
be reported to the House. As a result of your
having consulted with the Judiciary Com-
mittee concerning provisions of the bill that
fall within our Rule X jurisdiction, and hav-
ing made amendments to the bill in consid-
eration thereof, I am able to agree to dis-
charging our committee from further consid-
eration of the bill so that it may proceed ex-
peditiously to the House Floor.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
with our mutual understanding that, by fore-
going consideration of H.R. 4310, as amended,
at this time, we do not waive any jurisdic-
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tion over the subject matter contained in
this or similar legislation, and that our com-
mittee will be appropriately consulted and
involved as the bill or similar legislation
moves forward so that we may address any
remaining issues that fall within our Rule X
jurisdiction. Our committee also reserves
the right to seek appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any House-
Senate conference involving this or similar
legislation, and requests your support for
any such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding
with respect to H.R. 4310, and would ask that
a copy of our exchange of letters on this
matter be included in your committee’s re-
port on H.R. 4310 and/or in the Congressional
Record during floor consideration thereof.

Sincerely,
LAMAR SMITH,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, May 11, 2012.
Hon. LAMAR SMITH,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013.
I agree that the Committee on the Judiciary
has valid jurisdictional claims to certain
provisions in this important legislation, and
I am most appreciative of your decision not
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters
will be included in the committee report on
the bill.

Sincerely,
HOWARD P. “BUCK”’ MCKEON,
Chairman.

KENDRA IRVINE-JOHNSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 18, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kendra Irvine-
Johnson for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Kendra Irvine-dJohnson is a 12th grader at Po-
mona High and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kendra
Irvine-Johnson is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Kendra Irvine-Johnson for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all her future
accomplishments.
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