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out of that and blew through 350 sev-
eral years ago, and now we have gone 
through 400, at least in the Arctic, and 
that is where we will go global-wide if 
this continues. There is no reason it 
will not continue because we keep in-
creasing the amount of carbon pollu-
tion we emit into the atmosphere. 

I regret I have to come here every 
week and continue to bring grim news, 
but that is the fact, and the day will 
come when we are going to have to deal 
with it. I hope it is not too late for us 
when we finally get around to it. There 
is the prospect that it is too late be-
cause once the carbon is up in the at-
mosphere, it continues to do its work. 

The campaign that has been deployed 
to try to diminish the science of cli-
mate change, to try to confuse the pub-
lic, and try to create a disabling meas-
ure of doubt has been reprehensible. It 
is based on falsehood. It is steeped in 
impropriety and special influence. It is 
inhibiting the ability of the Congress 
to do its job for the American people— 
not because there is any real doubt 
about the science but because the spe-
cial interests that benefit from the sta-
tus quo have entirely inappropriate 
levels of influence in this body, and 
they are insisting either directly or 
through phony front organizations, 
such as the Heartland Institute, which 
has recently put itself in jeopardy by 
comparing people who think climate 
change is actually happening to the 
Unabomber—now, there is a respon-
sible public debate. That blew up in 
their faces because they had gone too 
far. The lying, the phony science, tak-
ing money from the polluters, and the 
phony operation they ran didn’t go too 
far. The comparison to Ted Kazinski, 
the Kazinski billboard was that one 
step too far. 

There is some pushback on that, but 
that doesn’t lift the burden on the pol-
luting industries that are manipulating 
and maneuvering in Washington to pre-
vent us from doing what needs to be 
done and doing so through false and 
phony organizations. Even if the Heart-
land Institute is gone, there are plenty 
of others, and the process continues. 

I think it is going to be a very harsh 
judgment that history brings to bear 
on this generation of Representatives 
and Senators that, as a body, we were 
willing to step away from our duty 
when the signal was clear. We were 
willing to listen to the siren song of 
special interests. We put their money 
in our pockets. We put our consciences 
on hold. We put the blinders on about 
the facts, and we marched forward fool-
ishly when we should have been pre-
paring. 

I am going to continue to do this. I 
hope the point comes soon when we can 
begin to realize that putting a price on 
carbon pollution, developing American 
clean energy that creates American 
clean energy jobs and begin to take 
care of this world as it increasingly 
sends us warnings about the damage 
that we are doing is the right and wise 
and proper thing to do. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CALIFORNIA CASUALTIES 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise 

today to pay tribute to 27 servicemem-
bers from California or based in Cali-
fornia who have died while serving our 
country in Operation Enduring Free-
dom since March 1, 2012. This brings to 
351 the number of servicemembers ei-
ther from California or based in Cali-
fornia who have been killed while serv-
ing our country in Afghanistan. This 
represents 18 percent of all U.S. deaths 
in Afghanistan. 

Cpl Conner T. Lowry, 24, of Chicago, 
IL, died March 1 while conducting com-
bat operations in Helmand province, 
Afghanistan. Corporal Lowry was as-
signed to 2nd Battalion, 11th Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pen-
dleton, CA. 

SPC Edward J. Acosta, 21, of 
Hesperia, CA, died March 5 in La Jolla, 
CA, of injuries sustained December 3, 
2011, when his vehicle was struck by an 
improvised explosive device in Wardak 
province, Afghanistan. Specialist 
Acosta was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 
5th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, 
Fort Bliss, TX. 

CPT Francis D. Imlay, 31, of 
Vacaville, CA, died March 28 from inju-
ries received in an accident involving 
an F 15 aircraft near a base in South-
west Asia. Captain Imlay was assigned 
to the 391st Fighter Squadron, Moun-
tain Home Air Force Base, ID. 

Cpl Michael J. Palacio, 23, of Lake 
Elsinore, CA, died March 29 while con-
ducting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Corporal 
Palacio was assigned to Headquarters 
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, III Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, Okinawa, 
Japan. 

Cpl Roberto Cazarez, 24, of Harbor 
City, CA, died March 30 while con-
ducting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Corporal 
Cazarez was assigned to the 1st Light 
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

Cpl Alex Martinez, 21, of Elgin, IL, 
died April 5 while conducting combat 
operations in Helmand province, Af-
ghanistan. Corporal Martinez was as-
signed to the 1st Combat Engineer Bat-
talion, 1st Marine Division, I Marine 
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, 
CA. 

CN Trevor J. Stanley, 22, of Virginia 
Beach, VA, died April 7 while deployed 
to Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti. 
Constructionman Stanley, a Seabee, 
was assigned to Naval Mobile Construc-
tion Battalion 3, homeported in Port 
Hueneme, CA. 

LCpl Ramon T. Kaipat, 22, of Ta-
coma, WA, died April 11 while con-
ducting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Lance Corporal 
Kaipat was assigned to 1st Light Ar-

mored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

CW2 Nicholas S. Johnson, 27, of San 
Diego, CA, died April 19 in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan, when his Black 
Hawk (UH 60) crashed. Chief Warrant 
Officer Johnson was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment, 
25th Infantry Division, Wheeler Army 
Airfield, HI. 

SSgt Joseph H. Fankhauser, 30, of 
Mason, TX, died April 22 while con-
ducting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Staff Sergeant 
Fankhauser was assigned to 7th Engi-
neer Support Battalion, 1st Marine Lo-
gistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

SPC Manuel J. Vasquez, 22, of West 
Sacramento, CA, died April 24 in 
Paktika province, Afghanistan. Spe-
cialist Vasquez was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment, 
172nd Infantry Brigade, Grafenwoehr, 
Germany. 

SGT Moises J. Gonzalez, 29, of Hun-
tington Beach, CA, died April 25 in 
Balkh province, Afghanistan, of inju-
ries sustained when his vehicle rolled 
over. Sergeant Gonzalez was assigned 
to the 509th Combat Service Support 
Company, 504th Battlefield Surveil-
lance Brigade, Fort Hood, TX. 

SSG Andrew T. Britton-Mihalo, 25, of 
Simi Valley, CA, died April 25 in 
Kandahar province, Afghanistan, of in-
juries sustained from small arms fire. 
Staff Sergeant Britton-Mihalo was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 7th Special 
Forces Group, Eglin Air Force Base, 
FL. 

LT Christopher E. Mosko, 28, of 
Pittsford, NY, died April 26 while con-
ducting combat operations in Nawa 
district, Ghazni province, Afghanistan. 
Lieutenant Mosko was assigned as a 
Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) Platoon Commander to Com-
bined Joint Special Operations Task 
Force, Afghanistan. He was stationed 
at EOD Mobile Unit 3, San Diego, CA. 

MSgt Scott E. Pruitt, 38, of Gautier, 
MS, died April 28 while conducting 
combat operations in Helmand prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Master Sergeant 
Pruitt was assigned to I Marine Expe-
ditionary Force Headquarters Group, I 
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. 

PFC Christian R. SanNicolas, 20, of 
Anaheim, CA, died April 28 in 
Kandahar province, Afghanistan, of in-
juries sustained when his vehicle en-
countered an improvised explosive de-
vice. Private First Class SanNicolas 
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 504th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Di-
vision, Fort Bragg, NC. 

Sgt John P. Huling, 25, of West Ches-
ter, OH, died May 6 while conducting 
combat operations in Helmand prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Sergeant Huling was 
assigned to 7th Engineer Support Bat-
talion, 1st Marine Logistics Group, I 
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. 
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SSG Thomas K. Fogarty, 30, of Ala-

meda, CA, died May 6 in Ahmad-Kheyl, 
Afghanistan, from injuries sustained 
when enemy forces attacked his unit 
with an improvised explosive device. 
Staff Sergeant Fogarty was assigned to 
the 3rd Battalion (Airborne), 509th In-
fantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richard-
son, AK. 

SPC Chase S. Marta, 24, of Chico, CA, 
died May 7 in Ghazni province, Afghan-
istan, of wounds suffered when enemy 
forces attacked his unit with an impro-
vised explosive device. Specialist 
Marta was assigned to the 3rd Squad-
ron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment, 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Di-
vision, Fort Bragg, NC. 

Sgt Wade D. Wilson, 22, of 
Normangee, TX, died May 11 while con-
ducting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Sergeant Wilson 
was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 5th Ma-
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I 
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. 

SGT Brian L. Walker, 25, of Lucerne 
Valley, CA, died May 13 in Bowri Tana, 
Afghanistan, when the enemy attacked 
his vehicle with an improvised explo-
sive device. Sergeant Walker was as-
signed to the 425th Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, Joint Base Elmendorf-Richard-
son, AK. 

PO1 Ryan J. Wilson, 26, of Shasta, 
CA, died of complications associated 
with a medical condition May 20 in 
Manama, Bahrain. Petty Officer First 
Class Wilson was assigned to U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command head-
quarters in Bahrain. 

2LT Travis A. Morgado, 25, of San 
Jose, CA, died May 23 in Zharay, Af-
ghanistan, of injuries sustained when 
insurgents attacked his patrol with an 
improvised explosive device. Second 
Lieutenant Morgado was assigned to 
the 5th Battalion, 20th Infantry Regi-
ment, 3rd Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, WA. 

Cpl Keaton G. Coffey, 22, of Boring, 
OR, died May 24 while conducting com-
bat operations in Helmand province, 
Afghanistan. Corporal Coffey was as-
signed to 1st Law Enforcement Bat-
talion, 1st Marine Headquarters Group, 
1st Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. 

SPC Vilmar Galarza Hernandez, 21, of 
Salinas, CA, died May 26 in Zharay, 
Kandahar province, Afghanistan, when 
enemy forces attacked his unit with an 
improvised explosive device. Specialist 
Galarza Hernandez was assigned to the 
4th Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 
2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd 
Infantry Division, Joint Base Lewis- 
McChord, WA. 

SPC Tofiga J. Tautolo, 23, of Wil-
mington, CA, died May 27 in Bati Kot, 
Nangarhar province, Afghanistan, of 
wounds sustained when his vehicle was 
attacked with an enemy improvised ex-

plosive device. Specialist Tautolo was 
assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 61st Cav-
alry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Car-
son, CO. 

LCpl Joshua E. Witsman, 23, of Cov-
ington, IN, died May 30 while sup-
porting combat operations in Helmand 
province, Afghanistan. Lance Corporal 
Witsman was assigned to 2nd Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CROATIAN 
CULTURAL GARDEN 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the Croatian Cultural 
Garden committee of the Croatian Her-
itage Museum and Library in the city 
of Cleveland. This garden will serve 
both to celebrate the rich cultural 
achievements and contributions of peo-
ple of Croatian heritage, as well as to 
create an educational legacy which fu-
ture generations may enjoy for years 
to come. Cleveland’s Croatian commu-
nity has worked to make this garden a 
reality for the past 3 years, and the 
first phase of this project was com-
pleted and dedicated on June 3, 2012. 

Since 2009, the Croatian community 
has worked diligently to raise the fund-
ing necessary to realize this goal, as 
well as to design, plan, and establish 
this garden in Cleveland’s Rockefeller 
Park. 

With this dedication, the Croatian 
Cultural Garden will join others in the 
chain of the Cultural Gardens along 
Martin Luther King Boulevard in 
Cleveland. These gardens were dedi-
cated over 75 years ago with the goal of 
recognizing and preserving the diver-
sity of culture that has enriched north-
east Ohio and our county. 

Mr. President, for the continuing 
support of the Croatian community, I 
would like to recognize the Croatian 
Cultural Garden Committee and join in 
celebrating the dedication of this 
project. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE SHINE FAMILY 
FOUNDATION 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize an organization from 
my home State of Nevada whose con-
tinued dedication to our Nation’s ac-
tive military, veterans, and their fami-
lies is inspiring. As the Shine Family 
Foundation celebrates their first anni-
versary of becoming a recognized non-
profit organization, I thank them for 
their commitment to assisting our 
country’s military community during 
times of hardship. We rely on organiza-
tions like the Shine Family Founda-
tion to ease the stress that military 
families face when a family member is 
deployed. I applaud the Shine Family 
Foundation for their commitment to 
our heroes who sacrifice so much to 
keep America safe. 

The Shine Family Foundation was 
founded to address the needs of mili-
tary personnel and their families when 
they are separated due to prolonged 
and often multiple deployments. As 
their loved ones are far away from 
home sacrificing their own well-being 
for the safety of our Nation, military 
families often struggle with hardships 
while they are apart. Having a brother 
who served overseas, I understand the 
sacrifices that military families make 
when a loved one is deployed. 

The Shine Family Foundation is 
committed to ensuring soldiers de-
ployed across the globe are able to con-
nect with their families back home. 
Last year, the Shine Family Founda-
tion’s gifting program helped provide 
school supplies, Christmas gifts, food, 
gift cards, and phone cards to more 
than 100 military families. Recognizing 
the changing dynamics of our military 
force, the foundation also provides as-
sistance to veterans returning from Ac-
tive Duty to help welcome them home. 
They also offer a mentoring program 
for young children whose parents or 
siblings are serving in war zones. 

I commend the Shine Family Foun-
dation’s commitment to honor and give 
back to our military communities. We 
must always remember the brave men 
and women in uniform and their fami-
lies who make grave sacrifices to pro-
tect our freedom. As their organization 
grows, I know they will maintain a 
commitment to touching the lives of 
our troops and their families. Today, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing this honorable organization for 
all they do for our Nation’s heroes.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING DR. JAN KARSKI 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to Dr. Jan Karski, 
who, as a young officer in the Polish 
Underground during the Second World 
War, was among the first to provide 
eyewitness accounts of the Holocaust 
to the world. 

Shaped by his own personal loss dur-
ing one of the darkest hours in human 
history, Dr. Karski had the moral clar-
ity to make distinctions between good 
and evil, and the personal courage to 
speak out and fight for good and 
against evil. After being captured and 
tortured by the Nazis, Dr. Karski es-
caped and became a courier for the Pol-
ish Underground, smuggling informa-
tion out of Poland to the Polish gov-
ernment-in-exile. Among his many 
missions, Dr. Karski, who was Roman 
Catholic, twice infiltrated Warsaw’s 
Jewish Ghetto through a series of un-
derground tunnels disguised as a Nazi 
auxiliary guard. 

Dr. Karski showed fearlessness in the 
face of a regime built on fear, and he 
was not afraid to challenge conven-
tional wisdom and take on the enemies 
of freedom. In 1943, Dr. Karski traveled 
to the United Kingdom and the United 
States, where he was the first credible 
eyewitness to brief British Foreign 
Minister Anthony Eden and President 
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