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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
state that my vote against the Tipton amend-
ment to the Energy and Water Development
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2013 was made in error. | support this amend-
ment, which prohibits agencies funded under
the bill from conducting surveys in which
money is included or provided for the benefit
of the survey responder. The amendment
does not prohibit federal agencies form gath-
ering public input or sending out surveys,
which is a necessary process, but | agree with
the author of the amendment that we must put
an end to the unethical practice of giving away
taxpayer dollars to solicit a desired response.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JAMES D.
LINDSEY

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my dear friend, Mr. James D.
Lindsey, who is retiring as President and Chief
Executive Officer of First State Bank.

Mr. Lindsey attended North Texas University
and the Stonier Graduate School of Banking.
He began his career with First State Bank—
Mesquite in 1971, starting in the bookkeeping
department. His successful career is the result
of his hard work and dedication; he served in
various areas of the bank and literally worked
his way to the top. He is a well-known and
highly respected leader in the banking profes-
sion and the broader Mesquite community. In
2002, he received the prestigious Chairman’s
Award from the Independent Bankers Associa-
tion of Texas and in 2008, was elected to the
Board of Directors of The Independent Bank-
ers Bank. Mr. Lindsey also served as Director
for the Mesquite Economic Development
Foundation and was appointed to the Texas
Banking Commissioner's Council. First State
Bank and the banking profession have greatly
benefitted from his work ethic, vision, and
leadership. He is a man of great character
who firmly abides by his principles. | am hon-
ored to call him my friend and know that Mr.
Lindsey will be greatly missed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my esteemed colleagues
join me in congratulating Mr. Lindsey on his
retirement. | wish him all the best in his future
endeavors. May God continue to bless him
and his family.

BROADCAST EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, June 1st
marked the official start to this year's hurri-
cane season. As the hurricane season begins
and tornado season continues, we are in an
even greater need for life saving communica-
tions and technology. | want to take this time
to thank our local TV and radio stations for the
invaluable lifesaving work they do during times
of emergencies.

Radio and television stations are our na-
tion’s most reliable network for distributing crit-
ical emergency information. Even when the
electricity goes out and internet networks and
cell phone towers go down, over-the-air broad-
casting continues to air. This was never more
evident than in the wake of the April 27, 2011
tornadoes and storms that ravaged the great
state of Alabama.

Last year, four months into my first term in
office, the State of Alabama experienced un-
imaginable tragedy as we were ravaged by
the force of tornadoes and storms. Nine of the
12 counties in my district experienced tremen-
dous damage and loss. These devastating
storms destroyed many of our homes, church-
es, schools and businesses. 253 lives were
lost including 76 from the 7th Congressional
District.

There is no doubt that broadcasters act as
first responders in times of crisis. Before and
after these devastating tornadoes, broad-
casters remained on the air uninterrupted, pro-
viding local communities with vital, lifesaving
information. Had it not been for our local
broadcasters providing critical information
around the clock, many more lives could have
been loss. Americans depend on their local
TV and radio stations when unforeseen emer-
gencies arise.

If we are to improve disaster preparedness
in our nation, we must ensure that local sta-
tions have effective tools to communicate with
the public during these times of crisis. This
can be done by readily equipping mobile de-
vices with broadcast radio for emergency pre-
paredness. Cell phones are ubiquitous and
broadcast radio would provide instant emer-
gency information on the go to the widest pos-
sible audience during times of emergencies.

The ability to have access to lifesaving infor-
mation is critical and has very serious home-
land security implications. For example, during
last year's 5.8 Virginia earthquake, cell phone
networks in the Washington, D.C. area be-
came overloaded and inoperable.

This should never be the case. Congress,
the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
the Federal Communications Commission and
the mobile phone industry should consider
ways to expand the availability of broadcast
radio service in mobile phones to keep Ameri-
cans safe.

| look forward to working with these various
agencies to ensure that all Americans have
the next generation of emergency warnings
and information.

Again, thank you to local broadcasters for
providing lifesaving coverage during times of
emergencies and crisis situations around the
clock.

———————

IN HONOR OF MICHAEL CARROLL,
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS OF
GREATER COLUMBUS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
congratulate Michael Carroll, Chief Executive
Officer of the American Red Cross of Greater
Columbus for 34 years of outstanding service.

For the past three and a half decades, the
citizens of the Greater Columbus area have
received assistance and comfort from their
friends and neighbors through the work of this
fine leader. Since 1995, Mr. Carroll has served
as CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater
Columbus covering Fayette, Franklin, Madison
and Pickaway counties. In 2007, he was ap-
pointed Regional CEO for the Central-South-
east Ohio Region comprised of 16 Red Cross
chapters covering 26 Ohio counties.

His talents are so well respected that he
has often been called upon to aid other areas
of the country as well. Since 1979, Mr. Carroll
has served in field leadership roles on more
than 20 major disaster operations in 12 states
including Hurricane Hugo in 1989. In Sep-
tember 2004, he served as Deputy Director of
the Hurricane Frances relief operation in Flor-
ida and, in September 2005, was Director of
Hurricane Katrina relief for Texas, Arkansas,
and Oklahoma.

The Red Cross is an internationally recog-
nized symbol of humanitarianism and hope,
and Michael Carroll has done much to burnish
that reputation by easing the pain and sorrow
of disaster victims across our community and
around the nation. In short, Michael Carroll
has made our community a safer and better
place to live.

| offer my best wishes to him and his family
for a wonderful retirement. His legacy will
stand as an example for all, and he will be
dearly missed

VICTORIA STAVE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Victoria Stave
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
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