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and is critical to addressing many of the health 
challenges we face now and will in future. I 
believe this industry, just like any other, should 
pay their fair share, but I am worried that a tax 
like this will chill innovation. The tax is on rev-
enue and not profits, which will have a dis-
proportionate effect on small and mid-sized 
companies. Medical devices are incredibly ex-
pensive to develop and it takes a lot of rev-
enue to offset overhead. By taxing revenue, 
instead of profit, it adds additional costs. Most 
business taxes are calculated on the profits 
after expenses, but this one is not. 

A company near our district in Houston, 
Cyberonics, employs hundreds of Americans. 
A few years ago, I toured their facilities. I was 
surprised to learn that they did all of their 
manufacturing in-house, in Houston. This is an 
increasingly rare way to do business, but one 
we should encourage. Their company is a 
good example of American innovation and en-
trepreneurship. I am concerned that the way 
this tax is structured, it will negatively impact 
Cyberonics and companies like it. We should 
be taking steps to support research, design, 
and manufacturing job growth in our country. 

While I oppose this tax, I am also opposed 
to the way this bill pays for the repeal of the 
tax. We should not replace a poorly designed 
policy with more poorly designed policies. This 
bill shifts the cost on to low and middle in-
come earners and potentially risks their health 
insurance coverage under ACA. 

We should find a better way to fix this and 
I want to work with my colleagues to craft a 
compromise that will not endanger American 
jobs but at the same time won’t shift signifi-
cant costs on to those who can least afford it. 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions of Mrs. Adelita 
Figueroa-Munoz, the County Extension Agent 
for Family and Consumer Sciences of Hidalgo 
County. 

She has worked tirelessly to educate the 
community of south Texas for more than forty 
years, and is deserving of recognition and 
honor. 

Mrs. Adelita Figueroa-Munoz, born and 
raised in Alice, Texas, earned her bachelor of 
science in vocational home economics at 
Texas A&M University in Kingsville and went 
on to the Pan-American University of Texas to 
receive a master’s degree in counseling. 

She joined the Texas Agri-Life Extension 
Services in 1971, and for much of her career, 
Mrs. Figueroa-Munoz has promoted healthy 
habits through programs like Better Living for 
Texans, which provides education in the areas 
of nutrition, food safety, and food resource 
management to food stamp recipients, and 
multiple cancer awareness campaigns like Put 
it Out and Cultivando la Salud. 

In 2004, Mrs. Figueroa-Munoz became the 
County Extension Agent for Family and Con-
sumer Sciences and continued to serve south 

Texas by providing workshops to both youth 
and adults to teach important skills for suc-
cess, including the Benefits of Teamwork, 
Communication Skills, Stress Management, 
Goal-Setting, and Leadership Development. 

Mrs. Figueroa-Munoz has borne the privi-
leges and responsibilities of her position with 
dedication and excellence for over forty years, 
and she may take great pride in her work. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize the 
commitment to service exhibited by the Coun-
ty Extension Agent for Family and Consumer 
Sciences, Adelita Figueroa-Munoz. 
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Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Talbot Blanchard, a 
licensed nursing assistant, LNA, from the 
Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital in 
Colebrook, New Hampshire. Talbot was re-
cently honored by the New Hampshire Hos-
pital Association as the 13th Annual LNA of 
the Year Award. 

As a medical/surgical LNA, he was pre-
viously named ‘‘Employee of the Year’’ at the 
Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital after his 
first year on the staff and was chosen for the 
New Hampshire Hospital Association award 
from among a dozen finalists from throughout 
the state. 

Blanchard is a ‘‘career change’’ nurse who 
previously spent 29 years at the Ethan Allen 
furniture plant in Beecher Falls, Vermont. It 
was a change that today benefits the residents 
of Colebrook and the surrounding communities 
as is evident by the comments made by his 
peers during the nomination process. Talbot is 
known for ‘‘bringing brightness and energy to 
his patients during their darkest and sickest 
hours.’’ 

It is the care and dedication of medical staff 
like Talbot Blanchard that allows New Hamp-
shire hospitals to be among the finest institu-
tions in the nation. I ask you to join me in rec-
ognizing Talbot Blanchard for his accomplish-
ments, along with recognizing the care and 
service provided by thousands of nurses and 
medical staff every day in New Hampshire and 
throughout our country. 
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Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, with respect 
and admiration I, along with my colleague, Ms. 
TSONGAS gather today to recognize June as 
National Scoliosis Awareness Month, and to 
reaffirm our commitment to fighting a poten-
tially debilitating medical condition that afflicts 
over 7 million Americans. 

National Scoliosis Awareness Month brings 
together all members of the scoliosis commu-
nity, including physicians, patients, families, 
and businesspeople to raise awareness and 
educate the public about this condition. Diag-
nosing scoliosis is a simple procedure that 
takes less than 30 seconds, and early detec-
tion allows physicians to monitor the condition 
and, if necessary, begin treatment before seri-
ous complications—including chronic back 
pain and impacted heart and lung function— 
even begin. Raising awareness is therefore 
crucial to the fight against scoliosis. 

Between two and three percent of the Amer-
ican population suffers from scoliosis, and the 
number of family and friends who are im-
pacted by this condition numbers many mil-
lions more. While serious complications of 
scoliosis are largely preventable, affordable 
care and public awareness are necessary in 
order to maximize the effectiveness of treat-
ment. National Scoliosis Awareness Month 
promotes a positive public awareness mes-
sage that elevates the visibility of scoliosis and 
empowers those individuals whose lives have 
been touched by this condition. It is a time for 
us to recommit ourselves to reducing its im-
pact in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, please join us in recognizing 
June as National Scoliosis Awareness Month, 
and in thanking organizations such as the Na-
tional Scoliosis Foundation and the Scoliosis 
Research Society, as well as their many sup-
porters, for making it all possible. 
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on an early 
Sunday morning last May, one of Houston’s 
finest, Officer Kevin Will, was investigating a 
hit-and-run accident. Suddenly, a different ve-
hicle sped by and blazed past the police bar-
riers at the accident where Officer Will was in-
vestigating. Immediately, before being struck, 
Officer Will yelled at a witness to jump out of 
the way, saving that citizen’s life just before 
the officer’s life was stolen from him. Only 38 
years old, Officer Will left behind a pregnant 
wife and two stepchildren. 

The driver of that speeding vehicle was for-
eign outlaw Johoan Rodriguez. The killer was 
in the United States illegally, having been de-
ported once for another crime, but came back 
and committed another crime. This drunk and 
high driver blew through the safety lights of 
the police cruiser, striking and killing Officer 
Will. 

Today, justice was served for Officer Kevin 
Will and his family. Johoan Rodriguez was 
sentenced to 55 years in prison. Let this be a 
statement to the lawless that criminal conduct 
is not accepted by Americans no matter where 
you are from. Those who wreak havoc on our 
communities and kill law enforcement officers 
will always be met by the long arm of Amer-
ican justice. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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