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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the motion to instruct was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
378, | was away from the Capitol due to prior
commitments to my constituents. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
on rollcall vote No. 378, the Broun of Georgia
Motion to instruct, | voted “yea” when | in-
tended to vote “nay.” | apologize for any con-
fusion and ask that the RECORD reflect my true
intention.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, | was
unavoidably detained and missed rollcall vote
Nos. 371, 372, 373, 374, 375, 376, 377, and
378. Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye” on rollcall vote Nos. 374, 376, and 377.
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Had | been present, | would have voted “no”
on rollcall vote Nos. 371, 372, 373, 375 and
378.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, on rolicall No.
376, 377 and 378 | was delayed and unable
to vote. Had | been present | would have
voted “no” on rollcall No. 376 “aye” on rollcall
No. 377 and “aye” on rollcall No. 378.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, on Thurs-
day, June 8th, 2012, | missed rollcall votes
371-378 for unavoidable reasons. Specifically,
| was in Palm Harbor, Florida, in my congres-
sional district, to attend my son’s high school
graduation. Had | been present, | would have
voted as follows: rollcall No. 371: “yea”
(Gosar of Arizona Amendment), rollcall No.
372: “yea” (Broun of Georgia Amendment),
rolicall No. 373: “yea” (Scalise of Louisiana
Amendment), rolicall No. 374: “nay” (Moran of
Virginia Amendment), rollcall No. 375: “nay”
(Flake of Arizona Amendment), rollcall No.
376: “nay” (On motion to recommit H.R. 5882
with instructions), rollcall No. 377: “yea” (Pas-
sage of H.R. 5882—Legislative Branch Appro-
priations Act for FY 2013), rollcall No. 378:
“nay” (On Broun of Georgia motion to instruct
conferees).

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2942

Mrs. NOEM. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to be removed as a
cosponsor of H.R. 2942.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Dakota?

There was no objection.

————

TO ALLOW THE CHIEF OF THE
FOREST SERVICE TO AWARD
CERTAIN CONTRACTS FOR
LARGE AIR TANKERS

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Agri-
culture be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill (S. 3261) to allow
the chief of the forest service to award
certain contracts for large air tankers,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3261

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. WAIVER.

Notwithstanding the last sentence of sec-
tion 3903(d) of title 41, United States Code,
the Chief of the Forest Service may award
contracts pursuant to Solicitation Number
AG-024B-S-11-9009 for large air tankers ear-
lier than the end of the 30-day period begin-
ning on the date of the notification required
under the first sentence of section 3903(d) of
that title.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise in support of S. 3261. This bill
waives the congressionally mandated 30-day

H3691

notification period before the Forest Service
can issue new contracts for aircraft for its air
tanker fleet.

There is some urgency to this bill given the
catastrophic wildfires that are afflicting the
western United States. The west is currently
experiencing a drought that has drastically in-
creased the hazards of wildfire this year. A
wildfire in New Mexico has already burned
more than 400 square miles and is still raging.

The Forest Service must modernize its fleet
of air tankers and must do so immediately.
The fleet is using several tankers that have
been in service for 50 years or longer. The
agency intends to issue four contracts for
seven new tankers, and this bill will allow the
agency to move forward more quickly during
this critical time.

Two tankers were lost this past weekend.
Only nine tankers remain to fight fires at this
time, which is inadequate to deal with wildfire
threats our western communities face.

A tanker was forced to make a crash land-
ing in Nevada this weekend when its landing
gear failed.

Sadly, we learned the danger of flying these
missions when a Forest Service tanker
crashed in southern Utah this past weekend,
killing both pilots.

| want to take a moment to recognize the pi-
lots of these planes, Todd Neal Tompkins and
Ronnie Edwin Chambless, both of Boise,
Idaho. | hope their families know that we ap-
preciate their service and sacrifice in making
our communities safer.

This is a simple step Congress can take to
assist the Forest Service during this critical
period.

The bill was read the third time, and
passed, and a motion to reconsider was
laid on the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on the bill just con-
sidered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO TUESDAY,
JUNE 12, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that when the House adjourns
today, it adjourn to meet at 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, June 12, 2012; when the House
adjourns on that day, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. on Friday, June 15,
2012; and when the House adjourns on
that day, it adjourn to meet at 2 p.m.
on Monday, June 18, 2012.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

————
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PROTECTING INNOCENT LIFE

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, last
week this body took up H.R. 3541, the
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