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cessation of tobacco use. Lung cancer
is the second-most diagnosed cancer
and the most commonly fatal form of
cancer for both men and women in our
country.

Through comprehensive efforts of
leading institutions our Nation teams
up in the quest for more information,
campaigns for prevention awareness,
and researches and disseminates im-
proved treatments. The American As-
sociation for Cancer Research, AACR,
is the oldest and largest scientific or-
ganization in the world dedicated to
cancer, and it has led to the creation of
several other leading cancer research
centers in Connecticut and throughout
the nation. The work of these cutting-
edge institutions—guided by dedicated
leaders in clinical research and edu-
cation awareness—advance our under-
standing of cancer treatment and pre-
vention every day. They are improving
quality of care, enhancing our ability
to reach a larger national audience,
and developing personalized treat-
ments.

Connecticut has been on the
frontlines of pioneering novel methods
of researching and treating tobacco-re-
lated cancers. For example, Yale Can-
cer Center, under the direction of Dr.
Roy Herbst—Associate Director for
Translational Research and the Chief
of Medical Oncology—has focused on
lung cancer research and clinical care,
spearheading a vast number of
anticancer drug studies. He has placed
original DNA research into the tradi-
tional scientific method and used this
framework to discover cancer treat-
ments that are catered to the indi-
vidual patient. In this way, the type of
tumor becomes less important than the
underlying genetic driver. He is a role
model for our Nation’s researchers and
physicians and an inspiration to cur-
rent and future medical students.

Today, I also commend the bravery
of patients who participate in novel
clinical trials. By assuming risk and
embracing the unknown, these cancer
patients help to further medical re-
search and look out for future genera-
tions.

Throughout Connecticut and the na-
tion, we have seen the positive effects
of national organizations with engaged,
local arms, such as the AACR, the
American Lung Association, and To-
bacco Free Kids. These institutions
have shown Americans of all genera-
tions the carcinogenic effects of to-
bacco products. The AACR’s Task
Force on Tobacco and Cancer drives
the message that cancer research and
the dissemination of this new informa-
tion to Americans are equally impor-
tant in fighting our national cancer
epidemic. The American Lung Associa-
tion creates a forum for Americans and
their families, empowering smokers—
and those with loved ones who are ad-
dicted to tobacco—with the tough
truth while offering proactive ways to
integrate what we know about tobacco
and cancer into daily life. Tobacco
Free Kids keeps watch over Federal,
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State, and local government initiatives
against tobacco addiction, building and
maintaining momentum for a national
tobacco policy and cancer prevention
campaign.

These three organizations—as well as
a number of other groups—host criti-
cally important forums for policy ex-
perts, lawmakers, and the public. They
explain the science behind tobacco-re-
lated cancers and teach Americans how
to care for their long-term health and
the well-being of our future genera-
tions through smoking-cessation tech-
niques and treatments. Today, the Na-
tional Cancer Policy Forum is hosting
a workshop on ‘‘Reducing Tobacco-Re-
lated Cancer Incidence and Mortality”’
at the National Academy of Sciences. I
applaud this exemplary conference of
panel discussions, new ideas, and col-
laboration—that brings together physi-
cians, administrators, researchers, and
organizations to foster proactive meas-
ures that inspire healthy futures.

At a time when Federal and State in-
vestment into prevention programs is
at an unfortunate low, these leading
institutions prove we can save lives
through education and awareness. We
must also continue to support robust
medical research funding through the
National Institutes of Health, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and the Federal Drug Administra-
tion, to maintain and continue to im-
prove upon our Nation’s comprehensive
and effective approach to fighting to-
bacco-related cancers.

In the face of this truly devastating
disease that takes one American per
minute, those that work fastidiously
towards prevention and a cure, are true
heroes. Their quest for knowledge gives
us hope. I am especially proud of the
great progress made in Connecticut,
and hope my colleagues will join me in
supporting these efforts and those
around the nation as we unite in the
fight against cancer—which continues
to be the second leading cause of death
in America.®

————

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND BONITA
GRUBBS

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor Reverend Bonita
Grubbs, a community leader who has
given so faithfully and generously to
New Haven and Connecticut. Reverend
Grubbs has been recently awarded the
11th Annual Reverend Howard Nash
Community Leadership Award by Com-
munity Mediation, CM, an extraor-
dinary organization that helps individ-
uals and organizations resolve conflict
through mediation and dialogue.

Since 1988, Reverend Grubbs has
served as Executive Director of Chris-
tian Community Action, CCA, leading
a set of well-established and crucial
programs and social services for the
poor and under-privileged in the Great-
er-New Haven area. CCA prides itself
on providing emergency solutions with
the underlying intention of proactive
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education for long-term sustainability
and self-sufficiency. In addition to of-
fering emergency services, CAA also
runs education, housing, food,
mentorship, after-school, and youth
summer programs.

However, this role is only one dimen-
sion of Reverend Grubbs’ contributions
to her community. She is a champion
of social justice, conscious of laying
the foundations of sustainable life-
styles that will last for future genera-
tions. Reverend Grubbs has made tre-
mendous impact through the Greater
New Haven Community Loan Fund and
as President of the Connecticut Coali-
tion to End Homelessness, Co-Chair
and member of the Steering Committee
of New Haven’s Fighting Back Project,
columnist for the New Haven Register,
Board of Trustee for the Hospital of St.
Raphael, and Board Member for both
Connecticut Voices for Children and
Connecticut Center for School Change.

Very appropriately, Reverend Grubbs
has been given an award named after
Reverend Howard Nash, who was re-
nowned in New Haven as an omni-
present peacemaker and founder of the
Dialogue Project—an interfaith effort
by CM and Interfaith Cooperative Min-
istries, ICM. Although ordained within
the American Baptist Church, Rev-
erend Grubbs’ public service transcends
religion and race.

In addition to this most recent
honor, she has been lauded by several
community organizations, receiving
the Public Citizen Award from the Con-
necticut Chapter of the National Asso-
ciation of Social Workers, the Con-
sultation Center’s Prevention Award,
the Women Who Make a Difference
Award by the Connecticut Women’s
Education and Legal Fund, and the
Greater New Haven Community Loan
Fund’s Good Egg Award.

Reverend Grubbs’ generous spirit and
loving care for her community make
her a role model for all. T ask my Sen-
ate colleagues to join me in thanking
Reverend Grubbs for her contributions
to humanity.e

—————

REMEMBERING MAURICE SENDAK

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today I wish to pay tribute to Maurice
Sendak, famed children’s book author
and illustrator, who passed away on
May 8 in Connecticut, where he spent
most of his life. He would have turned
84 yesterday.

Tucked away in an 18th century
home in Ridgefield, CT, Mr. Sendak
drew inspiration for his widely read,
uniquely bizarre illustrated stories
from his own memories and contempla-
tions. His fantastical realism—experi-
enced by most American families
through the eyes of Max, the central
character in ‘“Where the Wild Things
Are’’—changed the way children grew
up. Mr. Sendak created a new genre of
children’s literature full of vestiges
and memories of the horrors he and
others faced maturing during World
War II, the Holocaust, and the Great
Depression.
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Many of us have read Mr. Sendak’s
phrases to loved ones and puzzled over
his intended meaning. Stories like
“Chicken Soup with Rice,” ‘‘Pierre: A
Cautionary Tale,” ““In the Night Kitch-
en,” ‘“Seven Little Monsters,” and
“Outside Over There’’ are now leg-
endary.

He committed himself to being an
artist, beginning as a window designer
at FAO Schwartz, and from there add-
ing illustrator, author, producer, ani-
mator, and costume and set designer to
his repertoire. He collaborated with
many famed creators, including Jim
Henson, Carole King, the Pacific
Northwest Ballet, the Houston Grand
Opera, the Los Angeles Music Center,
the New York City Opera, the Chicago
Opera Theatre, and Tony Kushner.
Most recently, Mr. Sendak teamed
with the Yale Repertory Theatre, in
conjunction with the Berkeley Rep-
ertory Theatre and the New Victory
Theater in New York, to produce a con-
temporary English version of a 1938
Czech children’s opera about the Holo-
caust called ‘‘Brundibar.”

Mr. Sendak’s emotional intelligence,
visual expertise, and way with words
have produced over 100 works, some of
which have been celebrated with sev-
eral prestigious literary awards. In
1964, “Where the Wild Things Are” was
given the Caldecott Medal from the
American Library Association. In addi-
tion, Mr. Sendak received the Hans
Christian Andersen award for Illustra-
tion in 1970, National Book Award in
1982, Laura Ingalls Wilder Award in
1993, and was presented with a National
Medal for the Arts by President Bill
Clinton in 1996. The New York Times
has selected 22 of his titles as best il-
lustrated books of the year, and an ele-
mentary school in North Hollywood,
CA was even named in his honor.

Mr. Sendak was a lover of life and
forever faithful to the artistic process.
In a public and deeply personal Na-
tional Public Radio interview in 2011,
he shared vulnerable emotions, ending
simply, but profoundly and quite
tellingly with mantralike poetry: ‘‘live
your life, live your life, live your
life.”’®

————
SUPPORTING JERRY KRAMER

e Mr. CRAPO: Mr. President, my col-
league, Senator JIM RISCH, joins me
today in highlighting the career of one
of Idaho’s most distinguished football
players, Jerry Kramer.

Jerry graduated from Sandpoint High
School, in the northern part of our
State, and attended college at the Uni-
versity of Idaho on a football scholar-
ship. He was a standout player there,
garnering selections to both the East-
West Shrine Game and College All-Star
Game.

After being drafted 39th, he signed on
to play for the Green Bay Packers in
1958, and as football fans know, was
part of a championship dynasty during
his 11 playing years. He was an integral
part of the famous ‘‘Packer Sweep’’ as
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the lead blocker for a running back
going around the end.

Jerry Kramer is perhaps most fa-
mously known for ‘“The Block’ where
he led quarterback Bart Starr into the
end zone as time ran out in the 1967
NFL Championship game, defeating the
Dallas Cowboys in what is known as
the “Ice Bowl.”

Jerry Kramer was a five-time All-
Pro, a member of five championship
teams, including the first two Super
Bowls, and a member of the NFL’s 50th
Anniversary All-Time team. He was
named to the NFL’s All-Decade Team
of the 1960s at offensive guard and led
the NFL in field goal percentage in
1962.

Surprisingly, Jerry Kramer is the
only player selected to the NFL’s 50th
Anniversary team who has not been in-
ducted into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame in Canton, OH.

It is time for this oversight to be cor-
rected. Jerry Kramer is highly re-
garded. Sixteen current members of the
NFL Hall of Fame, many who played
against Kramer, have endorsed his
nomination and election to the Hall.
That 1list of players includes such
greats as Roger Staubach, Frank Gif-
ford, Alan Page, Bob Lilly, Jan
Stenerud, Gino Marchetti and Coach
Joe Gibbs, to name just a few.

There is no doubt in my mind, and
certainly not in the mind of my col-
league, Senator RISCH, who highly fa-
vors his native State’s Green Bay
Packers, that Jerry Kramer’s NFL ca-
reer clearly qualifies him for induction
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Besides his contributions on the foot-
ball field, Jerry is a highly regarded
citizen of Idaho who gives his time to
worthy causes. Idahoans are very proud
of his accomplishments and football
fans throughout the state support his
induction.

As Idaho’s U.S. Senators, we support
Jerry Kramer’s selection to the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.®

———

RECOGNIZING THE DAVE THOMAS
FOUNDATION FOR ADOPTION

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, as co-
chair of both the Congressional Coali-
tion on Adoption and the Senate Cau-
cus on Foster Youth, I wish to con-
gratulate the Dave Thomas Foundation
for Adoption on the occasion of its 20th
anniversary.

The foundation was established in
1992 by Dave Thomas as a public char-
ity with one primary goal: to help
every child in foster care find a loving,
permanent family. Throughout its his-
tory, the foundation has set forth on a
mission of dramatically increasing the
number of adoptions of waiting chil-
dren.

For 20 years, the Dave Thomas Foun-
dation for Adoption has committed
itself to finding permanent families for
the more than 100,000 children waiting
in the United States foster care sys-
tem.

The Dave Thomas Foundation for
Adoption awards grants to public and
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private adoption agencies all across the
country. Last year, these grants to-
taled more than $8 million and focused
on supporting adoption professionals
who implement proactive, child-fo-
cused recruitment programs targeted
exclusively on moving the longest
waiting children from foster care into
adoptive families. This signature pro-
gram is called Wendy’s Wonderful Kids,
WWK, and today exists in all 50 States,
DC, and four Canadian provinces.

The results from an empirical 5-year
case study on WWK were released in
October 2011. The research showed that
children in the program are up to three
times more likely to be adopted.

The foundation also supports employ-
ers through the Adoption-Friendly
Workplace Program, is a founding
member of National Adoption Day, and
is a proud partner of the annual tele-
vision special, ‘“A Home for the Holi-
days.”

The foundation is an accredited char-
ity of the Better Business Bureau Wise
Giving Alliance, Standards for Excel-
lence certified, and has received the
highest possible rating on Charity Nav-
igator. The foundation has helped more
than 3,000 children find their forever
families and provided information and
support to tens of thousands of poten-
tial adoptive families.

For these reasons, I am proud to ap-
plaud the Dave Thomas Foundation for
Adoption and its dedicated staff for
their extraordinary contributions to
the people of my district and through-
out the United States for the last 20
years.®

—————

RECOGNIZING FIFE LAKE PUBLIC
LIBRARY’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, as they
have for generations, libraries across
our Nation and my home State of
Michigan enable people to gain access
to a sea of information and facts. They
serve as a gateway for exploration. Li-
braries allow young people to journey
back in time with great authors and
experience the world as it was for past
generations. They allow them to travel
across the globe and experience life in
other areas of the world, and they
allow them to dream and imagine ways
to make our collective future better.
These are places where the only limita-
tion is your imagination and your will-
ingness to read and learn.

For the past 125 years, one such li-
brary in Fife Lake has played this un-
mistakably important role, and it is
with great pride that I pay tribute to
the Fife Lake Public Library on its
Quasquicentennial. This wonderful in-
stitution has surely helped to cultivate
and nurture the interests of individuals
seeking to broaden and deepen their
understanding of a variety of pursuits.

The Fife Lake Public Library was es-
tablished in 1887 with a $17 grant from
Grand Traverse County. Since then,
this library has been a mainstay of the
community and has met the diverse
and growing needs of residents of Fife
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