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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, June 15, 2012, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from
the State of New York.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, give to us today the
measure of grace we need to obtain
Your promises. Lead our lawmakers to
so embrace these promises that they
will accept Your guidance, obey Your
word, and walk in Your way. Lord, give
them the grace so to run that they may
reach their goal and so keep the faith
that they may be true to You to the
very end. Make them wise with Your
wisdom, strong with Your strength,
and pure with Your holiness.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND led the Pledge of Allegiance as
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

Senate

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2012

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 13, 2012.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND, a Senator from the State of New
York, to perform the duties of the Chair.

DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————

FLOOD INSURANCE REFORM AND
MODERNIZATION ACT—MOTION
TO PROCEED—Resumed

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 250, S. 1940.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 250, S.
1940, a bill to amend the National Flood In-
surance Act of 1968, to restore the financial
solvency of the flood insurance fund, and for
other purposes.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. The Senate will continue
to debate the farm bill today. We have
a couple of votes lined up. We expect to
have those this morning.

NOT TO COMPROMISE

Last week, in a moment of candor,
House Republicans, led by Representa-
tive CANTOR, admitted they have given
up legislating until after the election.
Although there is far more work to be
done, they have said they are going to
have a timeout. I repeat, there is so
much to be done—especially building
on 27 straight months of private sector
job growth—Republicans in the House
are lurching from one recess to the
next long recess. They don’t take short
ones, they take long ones. Last week’s
unscripted moment was a window into
today’s Republican Party—a party that
obviously cares more about winning
elections than creating jobs.

Then a couple of days ago we had an-
other frank assessment of the Repub-
lican agenda. Former Florida Governor
Jeb Bush said Monday that his father,
George H.W. Bush, and Ronald Reagan
would not fit into today’s Republican
Party. He went on to elaborate about
some of the issues in which they are
simply headed in the wrong direction.
Governor Bush said today’s GOP is de-
fined by ‘“‘an orthodoxy that doesn’t
allow for disagreement.”

He is right. The Republican Party no
longer has room for moderates or any-
one unwilling to march in lockstep
with the radical tea party. That is ap-
parent every day on Capitol Hill—more
so in the House than in the Senate, but
it has now infected the Senate. It was
obvious from the first weeks of this
Congress that the House was taken
over by extremists with no desire to
work for the sake of the economy and
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