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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the
State of Connecticut.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, in Your faithfulness
guide our Senators today. As they
trust Your leadership, may they expe-
rience Your faithful love. Lord, lead
them from the path of disunity, as You
teach them Your will. As they experi-
ence the constancy of Your presence,
guide them to Your higher wisdom and
fill their hearts with Your peace.
Watch over them with Your gracious
protection.

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 18, 2012.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable RICHARD
BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the State of
Connecticut, to perform the duties of the
Chair.

DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Senate

Mr. BLUMENTHAL thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

FLOOD INSURANCE REFORM AND
MODERNIZATION ACT—MOTION
TO PROCEED—Resumed

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move
to proceed to Calendar No. 250, S. 1940.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 250, S.
1940, a bill to amend the National Flood In-
surance Act of 1968, to restore the financial
solvency of the flood insurance fund, and for
other purposes.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Senate
will continue debate on the farm bill
today. At 5 p.m. the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the nomination of Mary Lewis to be
U.S. District Judge for the District of
South Carolina. At 5:30 this evening
there will be a rollcall vote on con-
firmation of the Lewis nomination.

MOVING FORWARD

Mr. President, I have spoken to Sen-
ator STABENOW several times in the
last couple of days. In fact, I spoke to
her today—what time did I get back? It
is 3 o’clock—at 2 o’clock or there-
abouts. She indicated to me they are
making progress on the bill. There was
one amendment she was concerned
about. I worked that out and told her
she could go ahead and have that as
part of the consent agreement. So I
have worked very hard to try to make
the lives of Senators STABENOW and
ROBERTS easier, and I have worked
through some of the problems my peo-
ple had.

But, Mr. President, the issues on this
bill overwhelmingly are on the other
side, and I hope we can work something
out. They have worked so hard—Sen-
ators STABENOW and ROBERTS—and I
hope we can find a path forward. It is
important. I commend them for their
dedication to this measure which cuts
subsidies and protects 16 million Amer-
ican jobs.

We have spent so much precious time
on this bill—precious time we do not
have—and we need to move forward on
it. We are going to move forward or off
of this bill. I hope we will be able to
move forward today with this bill; oth-
erwise, we are going to have to file clo-
ture on the bill because it is the third
week of jockeying around on this bill.

THE DREAM ACT

Mr. President, Astrid Silva is an av-
erage American 24-year-old from all
outward appearances. She is a Las
Vegas resident. She is fascinated with
Nevada history—whether it is Area 51
or about the time when it is alleged the
mob ran the casinos. She is active in
her community, school politics, and
local politics.

One day Astrid would like to come to
Washington, DC, to see, as she said, the
Declaration of Independence—see it
herself. She recently completed her as-
sociate’s degree at the College of
Southern Nevada, and she dreams of
completing her bachelor’s degree at
UNLV.

But there is one issue standing in her
way: Astrid is not an American citizen.
Twenty years ago this week this little
girl, 3% years old—a little baby girl—
was brought to the United States by
her parents. She has no knowledge of
Mexico. America is her country. The
country where she was born—Mexico—
she knows nothing about. She speaks
perfect English. She was an honor stu-
dent in high school, and she has never
called anyplace but Nevada her home.

So, of course, I thought of this brave
young woman when President Obama
announced last Friday he would sus-
pend the deportation of young people
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