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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, while 

the House was out of session last week, 
the Nation suffered its 2,000th fatality 
in the conflict known as Operation En-
during Freedom, the overwhelming 
number of those deaths coming in Af-
ghanistan. For more than 10 years now, 
we’ve been losing young, courageous 
servicemembers on a mission that isn’t 
bolstering our national security, isn’t 
supported by the American people, but 
is costing us billions of dollars every 
month. What a disaster and what a 
tragedy. 

Mr. Speaker, from this Chamber, I 
regularly hear Members of the major-
ity invoking morality in support of ef-
forts to cut effective programs that 
help the most vulnerable members of 
our society. So where is their moral 
outrage and where is their budget axe 
when it comes to the most expensive 
government program imaginable that 
has killed 2,000 of our troops? 

Two of those 2,000 come from my part 
of the country, the Sixth Congressional 
District of California. Army Specialist 
Christopher Gathercole and Army Ser-
geant Ryan Connolly, both of Santa 
Rosa, California, were killed less than 
a month apart in the year 2008. 

We had others who were killed during 
the nearly 9 years that our troops were 
in Iraq, but 2,000 deaths doesn’t even 
begin to tell the story of the human 
cost of this war. More than 15,000 
Americans have come home wounded, 
many in ways that will alter their lives 
forever. Even those who returned with 
their bodies intact often suffer from 
devastating posttraumatic stress that 
may never go away. Postdeployment 
suicide has reached epidemic levels. 

Nearly 2.5 million men and women 
have served in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
and I actually can’t say that I trust 
that the veterans health care system is 
prepared or will be prepared to deal 
with the huge demand that will be 
placed on the services in the coming 
years. 

A recent report prepared by VA doc-
tors outlines the unique and varied 
health care needs of returning Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans. In addition to 
traumatic brain injuries, depression, 
and substance abuse, there’s chronic 
muscle pain, sleep disturbances, hyper-
tension, and complications from envi-
ronmental exposures. Many of our re-
turning heroes have difficulty read-
justing to civilian life, integrating 
once again into their families, their 
workplaces, and their communities. 

We had better be willing as a Nation 
to write that check for their care as we 
were for the war that damaged them in 
the first place. 

And it’s critical, Mr. Speaker, that 
we remember the human cost is not 
just here in the United States. Two 
thousand Americans have died in near-
ly 11 years of war. Well, 3,000 Afghan 
civilians, many of them children, were 
killed last year alone for the cause of 
their so-called liberation. 

It’s not enough to acknowledge the 
casualties of this war, to memorialize 

the dead and pay tribute to their serv-
ice. What we need is an immediate 
change of policy. To extend the war 
through 2014 is to sentence hundreds 
more servicemembers to their deaths, 
all for a policy that isn’t achieving its 
stated objectives while strengthening 
the very terrorists and extremists that 
we’re trying to defeat. 

There’s only one solution, Mr. Speak-
er. There’s only one choice that will fi-
nally keep the death toll from climb-
ing. That choice is bring our troops 
home. Bring them home now. 

f 

WHEN WILL WE ATTACK SYRIA? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PAUL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAUL. Plans, rumors, and war 
propaganda for attacking Syria and de-
posing Assad have been around for 
many months. This past week, how-
ever, it was reported that the Pentagon 
indeed was finalizing plans to do just 
that. 

In my opinion, all the evidence to 
justify this attack is bogus. It is no 
more credible than the pretext given 
for the 2003 invasion of Iraq or for the 
2011 attack on Libya. 

The total waste of those wars should 
cause us to pause before this all-out ef-
fort at occupation and regime change 
is initiated against Syria. There are no 
national security concerns that require 
such a foolish escalation of violence in 
the Middle East. There should be no 
doubt that our security interests are 
best served by completely staying out 
of the internal strife now raging in 
Syria. We are already too much in-
volved in supporting the forces within 
Syria anxious to overthrow their cur-
rent government. Without outside in-
terference, the strife, now character-
ized as a civil war, would likely be non-
existent. 

Whether or not we attack yet an-
other country, occupying it and setting 
up another regime that we hope we can 
control, poses a serious constitutional 
question: From where does a President 
get such authority? 

Since World War II, the proper au-
thority to go to war has been ignored. 
It has been replaced by international 
entities like the United Nations and 
NATO, or the President, himself, while 
ignoring the Congress. And sadly, the 
people don’t object. 

Our recent Presidents explicitly 
maintain that the authority to go to 
war is not the U.S. Congress’. This has 
been the case since the 1950s, when we 
were first taken into war in Korea 
under a UN resolution and without con-
gressional approval. Once again, we are 
about to engage in military action 
against Syria, and at the same time ir-
responsibly reactivating the Cold War 
with Russia. We’re now engaged in a 
game of ‘‘chicken’’ with Russia, which 
presents a much greater threat to our 
security than does Syria. 

Would we tolerate Russia in Mexico 
demanding a humanitarian solution to 

the violence on the U.S.-Mexican bor-
der? We would consider that a legiti-
mate concern for us. But for us to be 
engaged in Syria, where the Russians 
have a legal naval base, is equivalent 
to the Russians being in our backyard 
in Mexico. 

We are hypocritical when we con-
demn Russia for protecting its neigh-
borhood interests, as we claim we are 
doing the same ourselves thousands of 
miles from our shore. There’s no ben-
efit for us to be picking sides, secretly 
providing assistance and encouraging 
civil strife in an effort to effect regime 
change in Syria. Falsely charging the 
Russians with supplying military heli-
copters to Assad is an unnecessary 
provocation. Falsely blaming the Assad 
government for a so-called massacre 
perpetrated by a violent warring rebel 
faction is nothing more than war prop-
aganda. 

Most knowledgeable people now rec-
ognize that to plan war against Syria 
is merely the next step to take on the 
Iranian Government, something the 
neoconservatives openly admit. Con-
trolling Iranian oil, just as we have 
done in Saudi Arabia and are attempt-
ing to do in Iraq, is the real goal of the 
neoconservatives who have been in 
charge of our foreign policy for the 
past couple of decades. 

War is inevitable without a signifi-
cant change in our foreign policy—and 
soon. Disagreements between our two 
political parties are minor. 

b 1050 
Both agree that sequestration of any 

war funds must be canceled. Neither 
side wants to abandon our aggressive 
and growing presence in the Middle 
East and South Asia. 

This crisis building can easily get out 
of control and become a much bigger 
war than just another routine occupa-
tion and regime change that the Amer-
ican people have grown to accept or ig-
nore. 

It’s time the United States tried a 
policy of diplomacy, seeking peace, 
trade, and friendship. We must abandon 
our military effort to promote and se-
cure an American empire. 

Besides, we’re broke. We can’t afford 
it. And worst of all, we’re fulfilling the 
strategy laid out by Osama bin Laden, 
whose goal had always been to bog us 
down in the Middle East and bring on 
our bankruptcy here at home. 

It’s time to bring our troops home 
and establish a noninterventionist for-
eign policy, which is the only road to 
peace and prosperity. 

This week I’m introducing legislation 
to prohibit the administration, absent 
a declaration of war by Congress, from 
supporting—directly or indirectly—any 
military or paramilitary operations in 
Syria. I hope my colleagues will join 
me in this effort. 

f 

MOURNING 2,000TH DEATH OF 
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
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California (Mr. GARAMENDI) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, last 
Thursday, the 2,000th U.S. military 
servicemember was killed in Operation 
Enduring Freedom. I send my deepest 
sympathies to the families and loved 
ones of each individual who has been 
killed since this war began more than a 
decade ago. Those losses are a cause for 
sadness beyond what I can adequately 
convey in my words. Having just cele-
brated Father’s Day with my daughters 
and son, I reflect on the fact that each 
fallen soldier was the child of some 
parent. Many were husbands and wives, 
and many were parents themselves. 

We are a Nation at war. Yet the bur-
den of this war has been primarily 
borne by a very few, by our military 
servicemembers and their families. 
Less than 1 percent of the United 
States population is in the armed serv-
ices. Many Americans were not aware 
of last week’s tragic milestone, or per-
haps they may have glanced at the fa-
tality count in their local paper and 
then they went about their daily 
events. This is a war that, for many, 
goes on in the background while most 
Americans carry on their daily lives. 

It’s imperative that we stop and 
think deeply about the human cost of 
this war. We must read the names of 
those who have been killed, look at 
their pictures, and imagine the grief of 
those who have been left behind. We 
must also think about those who have 
been wounded. Every day outside this 
Chamber, we see yet one more military 
man or woman who has lost a limb, 
who has been harmed. They are in our 
military hospitals now, their futures 
uncertain. We must think about those 
servicemembers whose lives have been 
so shattered by the experience of war 
that they cannot continue living. More 
servicemembers took their lives in this 
year than were killed in combat in Af-
ghanistan. Only when we feel those 
losses can we fully comprehend the 
cost of this war. 

Recently, this House passed its 
version of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act that I opposed but the 
majority pushed forward, a bill that 
has no meaningful timeline for ending 
combat operations and bringing our 
troops home, no concrete plans for 
transitioning full responsibility for Af-
ghanistan security to Afghan forces. 
Most Republican supporters of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act 
would slow down the withdrawal of our 
troops. They would have American 
troops continue to fight against a do-
mestic insurgency in Afghanistan, and 
they would have American troops 
fighting for the corrupt Karzai govern-
ment. 

As Members of Congress, we’re re-
sponsible for authorizing the funds 
that sustain this war. If we believe this 
war should continue, we should say 
that this war is absolutely essential to 
our Nation’s security. This war is not. 

Can we look into the eyes of the 
mother or father of a serviceman who 

has been killed and say your child died 
for a mission that’s absolutely essen-
tial to our Nation’s security? I can’t do 
that, and I believe most of us cannot. I 
believe it is time for the war in Af-
ghanistan to come to an end. Our 
troops and their families have given 
enough. We should welcome them home 
as heroes, and we should ensure that 
they receive the support and care that 
is due when they return. 

We sent our brave servicemen and 
-women to Afghanistan to eliminate 
international terrorist organizations 
that threaten the United States. As 
President Obama said last month, our 
goal is to destroy al Qaeda. Our troops 
have successfully executed this mission 
with phenomenal dedication and capac-
ity. We have virtually eliminated al 
Qaeda from Afghanistan. No expert 
says that there’s more than 100 there, 
and they have no meaningful oper-
ation. They have demonstrated that we 
can take terrorists out wherever they 
are in this world. We have captured and 
killed most all of al Qaeda’s top com-
manders. One year ago, we celebrated 
the historic moment when Osama bin 
Laden, the 9/11 mastermind, was killed. 
He met his just end. 

The cost of this war in blood and 
treasure has been staggering. Even 
those who have not given their lives 
have given of their lives. It’s time for 
this war to end. The loyalty and dedi-
cation of our servicemembers, our most 
sacred resource, must be conserved. We 
must not squander it. End this war 
now. 

Mr. Speaker, last Thursday, the 2,000th 
U.S. military service member was killed in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. I send my deepest 
sympathies to the families and loved ones of 
each of the individuals who have been killed 
since we began this war in Afghanistan more 
than a decade ago. These losses are a cause 
for sadness beyond what I can adequately 
convey in words. Having just celebrating Fa-
ther’s day with my daughters and son, I reflect 
on the fact that each fallen soldier was the 
child of some parent. Many were husbands 
and wives, and many were parents them-
selves. 

We are a nation at war. Yet the burden of 
this war has been primarily borne by the few— 
by our military servicemembers and their fami-
lies. Less than 1% of the U.S. population 
serves in the armed forces. Many Americans 
were not aware of last week’s tragic mile-
stone, or perhaps glanced at the fatality count 
in their local paper and continued with their 
day. This is a war that, for many, goes on in 
the background while they carry on with their 
daily lives. 

It is imperative that we stop and think deep-
ly about the human costs of this war. We must 
read the names of those who have been 
killed, look at their pictures, and imagine the 
grief of those they left behind. We must think 
also about those who have been wounded, 
who are right now in our military hospitals with 
uncertain futures. Every day outside this 
Chamber, we see yet one more soldier who 
has lost a limb. And we must think about 
those servicemembers whose lives were so 
shattered by the experiences of war that they 
could not continue living. More 

servicemembers took their own lives this year 
than were killed in combat in Afghanistan. 
Only when we feel these losses can we fully 
comprehend the costs of this war. 

Recently, this House passed its version of 
the National Defense Authorization Act, which 
contains a provision inserted by the majority 
that would continue this war indefinitely. I op-
posed this bill. This majority bill has no mean-
ingful timeline for ending combat operations 
and bringing our troops home. It has not con-
crete plans for quickly transitioning full respon-
sibility for Afghanistan’s security to Afghan 
forces. The majority has pushed to slow down 
the withdrawal of U.S. forces. They would 
have American troops continue fighting 
against a domestic insurgency in Afghanistan 
and striving to defeat those armed factions 
that threaten the corrupt Karzai government. 

As Members of Congress, we are respon-
sible for authorizing the funds that would sus-
tain this war. If we believe this war should 
continue, we affirm that this war is essential to 
our national security. It is not. We should be 
able to look into the eyes of a mother or father 
of a service member has been killed and say, 
‘‘Your child died in a war that is absolutely 
necessary to keep our country safe.’’ I cannot 
do that, and I believe most of us cannot. It is 
time for the war in Afghanistan to come to an 
end. Our troops and their families have given 
enough. We should welcome them back as 
heroes and ensure that they receive the sup-
port and care that is their due when they re-
turn. 

We sent our brave service men and women 
to Afghanistan to eliminate those international 
terrorist organizations that threatened the 
United States. As President Obama stated 
very clearly last month, ‘‘Our goal is to destroy 
Al Qaeda.’’ Our troops have successfully exe-
cuted this mission with phenomenal dedication 
and capacity. They have virtually eliminated Al 
Qaeda from Afghanistan, as our intelligence 
experts report that fewer than 100 Al Qaeda 
operatives remain in the country. They have 
demolished terrorist training camps, and cap-
tured or killed most of Al Qaeda’s top com-
manders. One year ago we all celebrated the 
historic moment when Osama Bin Laden, the 
9/11 mastermind who bears responsibility for 
the death of thousands of innocent American 
civilians, met his just end. 

The costs of this war, in blood and treasure, 
have been staggering. Even those who have 
not given their lives have given of their lives, 
missing time with loved ones at home while 
they serve our country abroad. The loyalty and 
dedication of our military servicemembers is 
America’s most sacred resource, and we must 
not squander it. They have achieved the core 
national security objectives for which they 
were sent to Afghanistan. It is now time for 
our troops to come home to their families. 

f 

COMMEMORATING LEVITTOWN’S 
60TH ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and commemorate 
the 60th anniversary of Levittown, 
Pennsylvania, which is the place that I 
have called home my entire life. 
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