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summer only 66,000 Ohio children uti-
lized the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram. Only 66,000 when there are 800,000 
eligible. I believe last year Ohio was 
slightly above the national average. So 
in State after State, of those students 
who were benefiting from the free and 
reduced-price breakfasts and lunches at 
the school, less than 10 percent of those 
children benefit in the summer. 

In Ohio, only 66,000 children utilize 
this program. Obviously hundreds of 
thousands need to receive nutrition as-
sistance during the school year. Ensur-
ing that our children have access to 
healthy food during the summer is so 
important, especially as more families 
slip into poverty. The Summer Food 
Program is a vital program that helps 
stem the crippling cycle of food insecu-
rity by providing school-aged children 
breakfast, lunch, or a snack during the 
summer. 

In some sites children can receive 
these meals while participating in edu-
cational activities or organized games. 
The Presiding Officer was a super-
intendent of one of the great school 
districts in the country. We know par-
ticularly how low-income students dur-
ing summer months slide back in their 
educational attainment. In the begin-
ning of the school year, the teachers 
have to sort of reteach what was 
taught perhaps in April and May. We 
also know that in families with a little 
higher income, the children often have 
activities in the summer which include 
exposure to books, magazines, vaca-
tions, and cultural events to help those 
children continue to advance in the 
summer. 

Many of these students who are not 
getting proper nutrition in the summer 
also are not getting the educational 
challenges they need. That is why at 
these sites children—while they receive 
these meals—participate in edu-
cational activities or organized games. 
The good news is there are more sites 
this year for Ohio families to turn to. 
There are more than 1,700 sites across 
77 counties. 

Nonetheless, 11 counties out of the 88 
in Ohio still lack feeding sites. It is not 
too late for program sites to be estab-
lished. The official deadline was May 
31. Interested sponsors and volunteers 
can still work with the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education to establish new 
centers for children to get meals. 

Understand the difficulty here. 
Somebody needs to step forward, such 
as a teacher, an administrator, some-
one in the school district, someone in a 
church, someone in a recreation center 
of some type has to step forward every 
May or June and set up one of these 
programs and take it down again in 
August or September. So it is unlike 
the school district which has this built 
into its process. 

At existing sites, such as schools, 
summer camps, churches, community 
centers, and recreation centers, volun-
teers spend their time ensuring our 
children have the food they need to 
succeed. 

The Federal Government will reim-
burse local groups small amounts of 
money for the breakfast, snack, or 
lunch for these children, but volunteers 
need to come forward. 

Two years ago I co-hosted a first-of- 
its-kind hunger summit at the Mid- 
Ohio Foodbank in Columbus with lead-
ing antihunger advocates across Ohio. 
This past year the USDA Under Sec-
retary Kevin Concannon came to Ohio 
to hold the second summit. 

We continue to reach out to organi-
zations such as the AmeriCorps and 
VISTA Summer Association Partner-
ship that can help with volunteers 
through AmeriCorps and can set up the 
programs and provide meals to the 
children in need. 

This summer will be an important 
few months to learn how far we have 
come and how far we have to go in 
serving our State’s children. Outreach 
and public awareness are critical com-
ponents to ensure that the end of the 
school year doesn’t mean the end of 
children getting the nutrition they 
need for the summer. 

I yield the floor, and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, be-
fore going into wrap-up and the unani-
mous consent requests this evening, I 
wish to say one more time how appre-
ciative I am of everybody’s hard work 
and patience with us. We made tremen-
dous progress on a very important bill 
that helps 16 million people in this 
country have a job and keeps the 
safest, most affordable food system in 
the world going. So thanks to every-
one. Thanks to my ranking member 
who has been a terrific partner with 
me. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KENTUCKY’S 
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY WINNERS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to a group of Ken-
tucky’s brightest students who, by win-
ning a number of prestigious awards 
for studying history, have proven 
themselves to be the leaders of the fu-
ture. I am referring to the Kentucky 
winners of the National History Day 
2012 contest, which was recently held 
at nearby College Park, MD, June 10 to 
14. 

The contingent of students from Ken-
tucky that made the trip was selected 

by the Kentucky Junior Historical So-
ciety, which held a statewide history 
contest in Frankfort, the State capital, 
last April. At that event, 68 Kentucky 
students qualified for the national 
finals. 

In all, 62 Kentucky students from the 
6th through 12th grades made the trip 
to our Nation’s capital region, accom-
panied by about 40 family members and 
teachers. I was very pleased to have a 
chance to visit with them during their 
trip. 

The group faced stiff competition. At 
National History Day 2012, there were 
2,800 students competing, representing 
all 50 States and four international 
schools. Six Kentucky students stood 
out from their peers and garnered na-
tionwide recognition for their history 
projects. Those students are: 

Joanna Slusarewicz, of Winburn Mid-
dle School and Fayette County, winner 
of the Salute to Freedom Award and 
third place, individual documentary, 
junior division. Her entry was titled 
‘‘Respectfully Submitted, Dorothea 
Dix.’’ 

Neha Kadambi and Jamie Smith, of 
Winburn Middle School and Fayette 
County, winners of the Leadership in 
History Award for group exhibit, junior 
division. Their entry was titled ‘‘The 
Fight Without a War: India’s Revolu-
tionary Road to Independence.’’ 

Meenakshi Singhal and Daryn Smith, 
of Winburn Middle School and Fayette 
County, winners of Best of State: Jun-
ior Division. Their entry was titled 
‘‘Charles Darwin: What Do You Mean 
Survival of the Fittest?’’ 

Emma Roach-Barrette, of Menifee 
County High School and Menifee Coun-
ty, winner of Best of State: Senior Di-
vision and individual documentary, 
senior division finalist. Her entry was 
titled ‘‘Dead Men Do Tell Tales.’’ 

Every student from Kentucky who 
made this trip can be immensely proud 
of his or her accomplishments, and I 
hope they will continue to engage in 
the study of history for the remainder 
of their time in school and beyond. His-
tory plays such a large role in the 
events of today. We continue to be in-
fluenced by historic decisions made in 
this very Chamber. 

I also appreciate these students’ 
teachers for helping to foster their love 
of history, specifically, Theresa Buczek 
and Michelle Cason of Winburn Middle 
School and Debra Craver of Menifee 
County High School. And I want to 
thank the Kentucky Junior Historical 
Society and its parent body, the Ken-
tucky Historical Society, for spon-
soring this competition and making 
the trip possible for these students. Es-
tablished in 1836, the Kentucky Histor-
ical Society is committed to helping 
Kentuckians understand, cherish, and 
share history. 

I know my U.S. Senate colleagues 
join me in recognizing the accomplish-
ments of Kentucky’s winners of the Na-
tional History Day 2012 contest and of 
every Kentucky student who competed. 
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