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endeavor in Denver, and it spread 
throughout the country. 

Today, the United Way includes al-
most 1,800 community-based organiza-
tions in the United States and 40 other 
countries and territories. It applies the 
nearly $5 billion it raises annually to 
provide for the common good in com-
munities all over the world. 

I am proud that my State of Mis-
sissippi is home to dozens of nonprofit 
United Way organizations. With their 
network of partners, these groups do 
remarkable work to gather private re-
sources and generate volunteer services 
from all ages to address the edu-
cational, health, and income problems 
faced by children, families, and seniors. 

Projects such as the Back 2 School 
Resource Fair hosted by the United 
Way of Northeast Mississippi, the Sum-
mer Youth Corps volunteer program 
run by the United Way of the Capital 
Area, and the Literacy Kit Workshop 
sponsored by the United Way of South-
ern Mississippi are just a very small 
sample of ongoing activities carried 
out to help improve our State. 

In addition, Mississippians are grate-
ful for the helping hand the United 
Way provides when disasters strike. 
United Way volunteers from Mis-
sissippi and around the Nation were 
among the thousands of people who 
came to the aid of my State following 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. More re-
cently, the United Way stepped up to 
assist those hurt by tornadoes in 
northeast Mississippi and historic 
flooding throughout the Mississippi 
River delta. 

The United Way has recorded an out-
standing history of accomplishment in 
its 125 years. It has done so by joining 
forces with everyone from the indi-
vidual giver to Fortune 500 partners. 

I am pleased to be able to join in 
commending this organization for its 
good works, and I look forward to its 
continued success.∑ 

f 

SOURIS RIVER FLOOD 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, it has 
been nearly a year since the city of 
Minot and surrounding communities 
were devastated by a historic flood 
along the Souris River in North Da-
kota. 

As we recognize this anniversary, we 
are reminded of the devastation it 
brought to thousands of families 
throughout the Souris River Basin, the 
extraordinary leadership of local offi-
cials, the valiant efforts of residents 
and businesses, the outpouring of sup-
port, and the perseverance and deter-
mination of the region to rebuild. 

On June 22, 2011, the sirens sounded 
in Minot signaling the mandatory 
evacuation of nearly a quarter of the 
city’s residents. A wall of water was 
coming at us, and we knew the existing 
levees would be overtopped. Work con-
tinued around the clock on temporary, 
secondary levees to protect as much of 
the city as possible, but we knew thou-

sands of homes would be impacted by 
floodwaters. On June 23, the river over-
topped the levees in Minot, spilling 
into neighborhoods and businesses. 
When the river finally peaked, it had 
surpassed the record set in 1881 by 
more than 3.5 feet and crested more 
than 12.5 feet above flood stage. While 
the flood damaged homes, businesses, 
schools, parks, the zoo, and many other 
things, it did not dampen the spirit of 
those in Minot and the surrounding 
communities or their resolve to re-
build. 

In those days leading up to and fol-
lowing the flood, many Federal agen-
cies were on the ground assisting the 
region with response and recovery. The 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy were there from the beginning, and 
both are still there today helping resi-
dents recover and repairing levees. 
Many other Federal agencies also pro-
vided critical support throughout the 
disaster. For that, we are forever 
grateful. 

I also want to thank my colleagues 
for the disaster assistance provided 
through the Community Development 
Block Grant Program, the Economic 
Development Administration, and 
Emergency Relief to respond to this 
and other disasters in 2011. This fund-
ing is providing important resources 
for the region and a key part of its 
foundation for recovery. 

The city of Minot and surrounding 
communities, including Burlington, 
Velva, and Sawyer, have come a long 
way since those dark days last year. 
While the recovery will continue for 
some time, I am so proud of the spirit 
and can-do attitude of all in the basin 
as they rebuild their communities. 

Officials and residents will gather to-
gether this weekend to celebrate a 
‘‘Weekend of Hope: Return to Oak 
Park.’’ It will be a time for reflection 
on how far the region has come and to 
focus on the region’s continuing recov-
ery. Hope is guiding the region’s recov-
ery and ensuring that Minot, Bur-
lington, and the other communities 
will be back better and stronger than 
ever.∑ 

f 

FULLERTON, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to honor an active community 
in North Dakota that will soon com-
memorate its 125th anniversary. From 
June 29 through July 1, the residents of 
Fullerton will be celebrating their 
community’s history and founding. 

The history of Fullerton is closely 
connected to early American history. 
Fullerton was founded in 1887 on land 
donated by Mr. Edwin F. Sweet, an in-
vestor from Michigan. Sweet, who later 
served as a U.S. Congressman and As-
sistant U.S. Secretary of Commerce for 
President Wilson and President Har-
ding, named the town after his wife’s 
family, the Fullers. The Fuller family 
ancestry includes Dr. Samuel Fuller, 
who arrived in America on the 

Mayflower as a physician for the Plym-
outh Colony. Edwin and his wife So-
phia named their first son after one of 
their ancestors, Charles Carroll, an 
original signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Fullerton’s most famous landmark, 
the Carroll House, has a wonderful his-
tory and has been a focal point of the 
community from the time its doors 
opened in 1889. Built by Edwin Sweet 
and named after Edwin and Sophia’s 
first son Carroll Fuller Sweet, the ho-
tel’s ballroom was the meeting spot for 
all town social gatherings, including 
concerts, gala balls, and church meet-
ings. Through the years, the Carroll 
House has undergone extensive renova-
tions and is now recognized as a na-
tional historic landmark. Visitors from 
all over the country stay at the Carroll 
House, and the hotel continues to host 
town events, like ice cream socials and 
silent auctions. 

Fullerton is a fun and friendly com-
munity. The residents take great pride 
in their dining, recreation, hotel, and 
park facilities, in addition to their ag-
ricultural background. To celebrate 
the 125th anniversary, the community 
is holding an all-school reunion. Other 
planned activities for the weekend in-
clude the memorial tree planting cere-
mony, an all-community reunion ban-
quet, a community choir concert, an 
apple pie contest, and a parade. 

I ask the Senate to join me in con-
gratulating Fullerton, ND, and its resi-
dents on their 125th anniversary and in 
wishing them a warm future.∑ 

f 

MONROE, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
President, today I wish to recognize 
the community of Monroe, SD, on 
reaching the 125th Anniversary of its 
founding. This tightly knit community 
will have a chance to reflect on its past 
and contemplate its future. I congratu-
late the people of Monroe for reaching 
this milestone in their history. 

The eastern South Dakota townsite 
that became Monroe was founded in 
1887 while it was still the Dakota Terri-
tory. Its location along the Chicago 
and North Western Railroad fueled the 
town’s growth, and it was incorporated 
as Monroe in 1901. The first building in 
the town was a grain house, which was 
soon followed by a general store, which 
included a post office. In the early 20th 
century Monroe experienced a great 
deal of development and growth and 
that energy is still evident to this day. 

Monroe sought to preserve their spir-
it of togetherness by constructing a 
community center in 1990. The center 
houses the senior center and city office 
and was built using community funds 
and donations from the alumni of Mon-
roe High School. Many events are held 
at the center, and it is a point of pride 
for the community. 

The people of Monroe plan to com-
memorate their town’s anniversary 
with many community events includ-
ing a craft fair, poker run, all-school 
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