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the two leaders or their designees prior
to a cloture vote on the motion to pro-
ceed to S. 3369.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM H.
MEADOWS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I recognize
and honor William H. Meadows for his
long and successful service from 1996 to
2012 as president of The Wilderness So-
ciety. Bill came to Washington, D.C.
with his wife Sally to lead The Wilder-
ness Society after years of working as
a volunteer and then as a professional
staff person for the Sierra Club. Since
then, he has neither lost the passion
that first made him a conservation ac-
tivist nor the gracious Southern charm
that came from his Tennessee upbring-
ing.

Under his leadership, The Wilderness
Society has maintained its focus on
their core mission of protecting wilder-
ness and inspiring Americans to care
for our wild places. During his tenure,
The Wilderness Society has had sub-
stantial success, helping Congress ex-
pand the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System by nearly 6.5 million acres
and establish the National Landscape
Conservation System to increase pro-
tection for Bureau of Land Manage-
ment lands. In that time, the organiza-
tion has nearly doubled in size and
they provide sound scientific, legal,
and policy expertise on major issues re-
lating to our Federal public lands bet-
ter than ever.

I have had the good fortune of work-
ing with Bill and The Wilderness Soci-
ety on legislation that impacts our
Federal wild lands heritage. He and
The Wilderness Society have been im-
portant partners in successful efforts
to protect millions of acres of Nevada’s
finest wilderness in Clark, Lincoln, and
White Pine counties, as well as estab-
lish the Black Rock Desert-High Rock
Canyon Emigrant Trails National Con-
servation Area and Sloan Canyon Na-
tional Conservation Area. I am tremen-
dously proud of that legacy and Bill
played a critical role in that effort. He
never failed to understand the need to
work closely with local communities
and key stakeholders to find areas of
common ground and to reach shared
solutions. He brought to these con-
servation efforts a level headed, rea-
sonable, thoughtful approach that
helped move all the parties beyond the
type of knee-jerk ideology that too
often results in gridlock.

Bill has also been an important ally
in many national debates about Fed-
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eral public lands ranging from our en-
ergy policy to management of healthy
forests to the protection of iconic wild
lands like the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. He and his organization were
influential in the Clinton Administra-
tion’s establishment of the Roadless
Rule, which helps protect nearly 60
million acres of our most pristine na-
tional forests.

He has always been willing to meet
with his opponents. At a time when
many conservationists were at odds
with the George W. Bush administra-
tion, Bill was able to establish and
maintain a working relationship with
the Undersecretary for Natural Re-
sources in the Department of Agri-
culture. This big tent approach to con-
servation is one of the things that
make Bill exceptional. He is further
distinguished by his ability to clearly
understand the dynamics of national
and local politics without becoming
cynical or losing his integrity. Thank
you, Bill, for your tremendous service
as an extraordinary conservation lead-
er.

————

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS T. DORTON

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a good
friend of mine and a good friend to the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, Mr. Den-
nis T. Dorton. After a successful, life-
long career in banking culminating in
his service as president and chief exec-
utive officer at Citizens National Bank,
Mr. Dorton will retire this month.

A native of Paintsville, KY, Dennis
Dorton has worked at Citizens Na-
tional Bank for 42 years. He joined the
bank in 1970 following his graduation
from Morehead State University, where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration. Dennis also at-
tended Paintsville High School and is a
graduate of National Investment
School University of Oklahoma, Na-
tional Trust School Northwestern Uni-
versity, and attended Stonier Graduate
School of Banking at Rutgers Univer-
sity.

Dennis is well known and well re-
garded throughout the State’s banking
community for his career of accom-
plishment. He served as treasurer for
the Kentucky Bankers Association and
was that organization’s chairman in
2007-08. He is also on the Board of
Trustees for the Kentucky Hospital As-
sociation and the Highlands Regional
Medical Center. His many other civic
and community service efforts include
his work as treasurer and board mem-
ber of the Paintsville-Johnson County
Chamber of Commerce, chairman of
the Appalachian Artisan Center, treas-
urer of the Kentucky Historical Soci-
ety Foundation, and vice chairman and
board member of the Christian Appa-
lachian Project Board. He also served
for 15 years on the Paintsville City
Council, 6 years on the Paintsville
Independent School Board, and on a
number of committees for Big Sandy
Community & Technical College.
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Mr. Dorton is also an active member
of the First United Methodist Church
in Paintsville, and has volunteered on
missions to Belize and Costa Rica to
help build church and school buildings.
He has taught personal financial man-
agement courses at his church, and
even taught at local elementary
schools on subjects as varied as wood-
working, banjos, and folk art.

Dennis and his wife, Jean, have a son,
Andrew Trigg Dorton, who is married
to Stephanie Stumbo. Dennis and Jean
are the grandparents of Tristan An-
drew and Ashton Warren. I am sure
Dennis’s family is very proud of him
and all that he has accomplished.

At this time I ask my U.S. Senate
colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating Mr. Dennis T. Dorton for his
decades of work and service to his
loved ones, his employer, his commu-
nity, and the Commonwealth. He has
set a remarkable example to follow for
those who know him. I congratulate
him on his successes and wish him well
upon his retirement.

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE GEORGE
LEIGHTON

Mr. DURBIN. The Cook County
Criminal Courts Building in Chicago is
an imposing building at the intersec-
tion of 26th Street and California Ave-
nue that has long been known by its
address: 26th and Cal. Last month, the
Criminal Courts Building was renamed
the Honorable George N. Leighton
Criminal Court Building in tribute to a
remarkable man.

Judge George Leighton, who turns
100 years old this October, has excelled
as a lawyer and judge and has em-
bodied the ideals of the American
dream.

George Leighton was born in 1912 in
New Bedford, MA, to African immi-
grants. As a young boy, Judge Leigh-
ton picked fruit for several months
each year to help support his family.
Then just before he should have started
seventh grade, he left school to take a
job on an oil tanker in the Dutch West
Indies.

George Leighton never finished grade
school or high school, but he heard
that a scholarship fund was offering a
$200 scholarship for the winner of an
essay contest, and he submitted the
winning essay. In 1936, with his $200
scholarship, he hitchhiked to Wash-
ington, D.C., to attend college. He was
granted conditional admittance to
Howard University, where he graduated
magna cum laude 4 years later.

In 1940, George Leighton joined the
United States Army’s 93rd Infantry Di-
vision. When he returned to the United
States after the war, he was accepted
at Harvard Law School. He graduated
from Harvard and passed the Illinois
State Bar Examination.

He then moved to Chicago because he
was impressed that Chicago had elected
an African American congressman,
William Dawson. He set up a law prac-
tice next to the old Comiskey Park on
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Chicago’s South Side. And he began
fighting courageously to break down
barriers of racial discrimination in vot-
ing, housing and education.

In 1949, George Leighton became an
Assistant Illinois Attorney General.
When he advised one group of African-
Americans that the law did not pro-
hibit them from moving to the Cicero
neighborhood, an all-white neighbor-
hood at the time, race riots erupted.
Judge Leighton was indicted for incit-
ing the riot. An up-and-coming lawyer
named Thurgood Marshall came to the
defense of Judge Leighton, argued the
case, and the indictment was dis-
missed.

In 1964, Mayor Daley asked Leighton
to run for circuit court judge, and he
won the election in a landslide. He then
moved into his office at 26th and Cal,

the Cook County Criminal Courts
Building.
In 1969, Judge Leighton was ap-

pointed to the First District Appellate
Court of Illinois, where he served as
the first African-American judge on
the Illinois Court of Appeals. Six years
later, he was nominated by President
Gerald Ford to serve as U.S. District
court judge for the Northern District of
Illinois.

George Leighton has been a life-long
champion of civil rights and equality.
There is no more fitting a tribute than
to name the building in which Judge
Leighton first began practicing law
some 66 years ago in his honor.

Judge Leighton contributed to our
understanding of justice. He stood up
to powerful interests in defense of the
truth and did not bend to pressure or
prejudice in his pursuit of justice. He
served the people of Illinois and the
citizens of the United States proudly
throughout his tenure on the bench.

I thank Judge George Leighton for
his service and join the Chicago com-
munity in congratulating him on this
new honor.

HUNGARY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, a year
ago, I shared with my colleagues con-
cerns I had about the trajectory of de-
mocracy in Hungary. Unfortunately,
since then Hungary has moved ever far-
ther away from a broad range of norms
relating to democracy and the rule of
law.

On June 6, David Kramer, the Presi-
dent of Freedom House who served as
Assistant Secretary of State for De-
mocracy, Human Rights and Labor for
President George W. Bush, summed up
the situation. Releasing Freedom
House’s latest edition of Nations in
Transit Kramer said: ‘Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban and
Ukrainian president Viktor
Yanukovych, under the pretext of so-
called reforms, have been systemati-
cally breaking down critical checks
and balances. They appear to be pur-
suing the ‘Putinization’ of their coun-
tries.”

The report further elaborates, ‘‘Hun-
gary’s precipitous descent is the most
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glaring example among the newer Eu-
ropean Union (EU) members. Its dete-
rioration over the past five years has
affected institutions that form the bed-
rock of democratically accountable
systems, including independent courts
and media. Hungary’s negative trajec-
tory predated the current government
of Prime Minister Viktor Orban, but
his drive to concentrate power over the
past two years has forcefully propelled
the trend.”

Perhaps the most authoritative voice
regarding this phenomenon is the
Prime Minister himself. In a February
2010 speech, Viktor Orban criticized a
system of governance based on plu-
ralism and called instead for: ‘‘a large
centralized political field of power . . .
designed for permanently governing.”’
In June of last year, he defended his
plan to cement economic policy in so-
called cardinal laws, which require a
two-thirds vote in parliament to
change, by saying, ‘It is no secret that
in this respect I am tying the hands of
the next government, and not only the
next one but the following ten.”

Checks and balances have been erod-
ed and power has been concentrated in
the hands of officials whose extended
terms of office will allow them to long
outlive this government and the next.
These include the public prosecutor,
head of the state audit office, head of
the national judicial office, and head of
the media board. Those who have ex-
pressed concerns about these develop-
ments have good reason to be alarmed.

I am particularly concerned about
the independence of the judiciary
which, it was reported this week, will
be the subject of infringement pro-
ceedings launched by the European
Commission, and Hungary’s new media
law. Although there have been some
cosmetic tweaks to the media law, the
OSCE Representative on Freedom of
the Media has argued that it remains
highly problematic. Indeed, one expert
has predicted that the most likely out-
come of the new law will be to squeeze
out reporting on corruption.

Hungary also adopted a new law on
religion last year that had the stun-
ning effect of stripping hundreds of re-
ligions of their legal recognition en
masse. Of the 366 faiths which pre-
viously had legal status in Hungary,
only 14 were initially granted recogni-
tion under the new law. Remarkably,
the power to decide what is or is not a
religion is vested entirely and exclu-
sively in the hands of the legislature,
making it a singularly politicized and
arbitrary process. Of 84 churches that
subsequently attempted to regain legal
recognition, 66 were rejected without
any explanation or legal rationale at
all. The notion that the new frame-
work should be acceptable because the
faiths of most Hungarian citizens are
recognized is poor comfort for the mi-
nority who find themselves the victims
of this discriminatory process. This
law also stands as a negative example
for many countries around the world
just now beginning tenuous movement
towards democracy and human rights.

July 12, 2012

Finally, a year ago, I warned that
“[i]f one side of the nationalism coin is
an excessive fixation on Hungarian eth-
nic identity beyond the borders, the
other side is intolerance toward mi-
norities at home.” I am especially con-
cerned by an escalation of anti-Semitic
acts which I believe have grown di-
rectly from the government’s own role
in seeking to revise Hungary’s past.

Propaganda against the 1920 Treaty
of Trianon, which defines the current
borders of Hungary, has manifested
itself in several ways. Most concretely,
the Hungarian government extended
citizenship on the basis of ethnic or
blood identity—something the govern-
ment of Viktor Orban promised the
Council of Europe in 2001 that it would
not do and which failed to win popular
support in a 2004 referendum. Second,
the government extended voting rights
to these new ethnic citizens in coun-
tries including Romania, Serbia, Slo-
vakia and Ukraine. This has combined
with a rhetorical and symbolic fixation
on ‘lost” Hungarian territories—ap-
parently the rationale for displaying
an 1848 map of Greater Hungary during
Hungary’s EU presidency last year. In
this way, the government is effectively
advancing central elements of the
agenda of the extremist, anti-Semitic,
anti-Roma Jobbik party. Moreover, im-
plicitly—but unmistakably—it is send-
ing the message that Hungary is no
longer a civic state where political
rights such as voting derive from citi-
zenship, but where citizenship derives
from one’s ethnic status or blood iden-
tity.

The most recent manifestation of
this revisionism includes efforts to re-
habilitate convicted war criminal Al-
bert Wass and the bizarre spectacle of
the Hungarian government’s role in a
ceremony in neighboring Romania—
over the objections of that country—
honoring fascist writer and ideologue
Joszef Nyiro. That event effectively
saw the Speaker of the Hungarian Par-
liament, Laszlo Kover; the Hungarian
State Secretary for Culture, Geza
Szocs; and Gabor Vona, the leader of
Hungary’s most notoriously extremist
party, Jobbik, united in honoring
Nyrio. Several municipalities have now
seen fit to erect statues honoring
Miklos Horthy, Hungary’s wartime
leader, and the writings of Wass and
Nyiro have been elevated onto the na-
tional curriculum.

It is not surprising that this climate
of intolerance and revisionism has gone
hand-in-hand with an outbreak of in-
tolerance, such as the antiSemitic
verbal assaults on a 90-year old Rabbi
and on a journalist, an attack on a syn-
agogue menorah in Nagykanizsa, the
vandalism of a Jewish memorial in Bu-
dapest and monuments honoring Raoul
Wallenberg, the Blood Libel screed by a
Jobbik MP just before Passover, and
the recent revelation that a Jobbik MP
requested—and received—a certificate
from a genetic diagnostic company at-
testing that the MP did not have Jew-
ish or Romani ancestry.
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